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Dear Parish Family:

I am very pleased 
and thankful for 
our new Gathering 
Area and Adoration 
Chapel. I am 
pleased because it 
turned out to be a 
perfect fit with the 

existing Church structure. I am deeply thankful 
for your generosity that made this all possible. 
This truly was a parish community commitment 
to the diocesan Rooted in Faith—forward 
in Hope Campaign that benefitted both the 
diocese and St. Basil the Great.

I want to encourage you to stop by and make 
a visit to the Lord in the Eucharistic Adoration 
Chapel any time you might be in the area. We 
will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in 
the Chapel on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 12 Noon until 9 pm. On 
Wednesday, Exposition will take place from 
9:30 am until 7 am Thursday morning. Just 
stop in and spend a few moments with Jesus. 

If you are able to commit to one hour of 
adoration in the Chapel during any of the 
days/times mentioned above, please call the 
Parish Office at 440-526-1686 so you can be 
placed on the schedule. We need to have two 
persons present in the Chapel for each hour of 
adoration. It will take a few months to have the 
new facilities fully functioning but everything is 
in process.

I want to encourage parishioners to enter and 
depart from Masses using the Gathering Area 
doors. It is my hope that you will gather to 
greet one another and have conversations 
as you come and depart from Church. Please 
be considerate of parishioners who remain in 
Church after Mass to pray.

We will be initiating a Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word in the Gathering Area in March. This will 
be for children in Kindergarten through Grade 
3. We will begin with the Sunday 9 am Mass. 
The children and their leader will depart from 
the Church after the Opening Prayer, when 
everyone is seated. They will hear the Sunday 
Scripture Readings proclaimed on their level, 
and have an opportunity to respond to the 
readings. They will return to Church during 
the Offertory, to sit with their families for the 
remainder of the Mass. We would appreciate 
volunteers to assist the leader. If you are able to 
help, contact Mary Ann Webb in the PSR Office 
at 440-526-3520 or mawpsr@aol.com.

In the Spring, we will begin construction of a 
new Canopy Entrance to the Church. This will 
be located at the Library Entrance. Drivers will 
be able to pull up under the Canopy and “drop 
off” parishioners or family and friends with 
disabilities. The Canopy should be sufficient to 
allow for two or even three cars to be sheltered 
at one time for entering and departing from 
the Church. I believe this will also be a welcome 
addition to the Church. The ushers will be 
available to assist those with disabilities to a 
seat while the driver parks their car.

I feel very blessed that as a parish we are able to 
provide the Gathering Area, Adoration Chapel 
and Canopy for the benefit of all the members 
of our parish family.

Now, on another note, please remember that 
Ash Wednesday is March 5, and thus we begin 
the holy season of Lent.

I want to encourage you to join us for our 7 pm 
Monday evening Lenten Prayer Services. You will 
find them prayerful and uplifting. Also join us 
for the Stations of the Cross on Friday mornings 
after the 9 am Mass or on Friday evenings at  
7 pm in Church. Here we enter into the passion, 
suffering and death of Jesus, our Redeemer. Our 
teens will once again provide us an amazing 
presentation of the Living Stations on Good 
Friday at 7 pm in Church. Come early to make 
sure of a seat.

We will have a parish Communal Celebration of 
Reconciliation on Wednesday, April 9 at 7 pm 
in Church. Additional confession opportunities 
will be listed in the Parish Bulletin.

Finally, I ask you to mark your calendars now 
to be with us for the Sacred Triduum — Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Easter 
Vigil on Holy Saturday evening. This is the most 
Sacred Season of our Catholic Faith and a 
great opportunity to serve our commitment to 
live as faithful disciples of Jesus. 

I assure you of our daily prayers and 
remembrance at Mass we celebrate during Lent 
and Easter Sunday Masses.

In His Love,

www. basilthegreat. org  8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141  440–526–1686
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By: Fr. Walt
Once again this year your generosity with the 
Lenten coin collection will benefit St. Basil’s 
Mission in San Francisco de La Paz, Honduras. 
Our primary focus at this time in Honduras is on 
providing water filtration systems in the 60 areas 
(Villages) of the parish. We now have installed 
16 water purification systems. This simply means 
that the people now have safe drinking water. 
Our doctors have commented on the overall 
improvement in the peoples’ health as a result of 
the water systems. Most of the water in Honduras 
comes from rivers or springs in the mountains. 
By the time the water reaches the villages it is 
contaminated. Our overall goal is to make sure 
that the water purification systems become self 
sustaining. Thus the families in the villages 
donate monthly to a water committee, anywhere 
from the equivalent of 50 cents to a dollar, so 
they can purchase the filters that need replacing 
every 3-4 months. The village leaders sign an 
agreement with St. Basil that they will maintain 
the purification systems in good working order. 
We plan to add 4-6 systems in additional villages 
as well as at some large schools.

St. Basil parishioners have donated the funding 
for the water systems that cost approximately 
$3,400 each. This includes the construction of 
a small building to house the filters and water 
holding tanks as well as all of the materials needed 
to install the system.

If you would consider funding in whole or part, 
a water purification system, it would be greatly 
appreciated and it makes a huge difference in the 
lives of the people. 

The Lenten coin collection supports our overall 
operations in Honduras. All the team members 
pay for their flights, food and international health 
insurance. The total cost per person for a mission 

trip is about $1,000.00. We rent one or two trucks 
for each trip to transport team members. We 
also own one truck in San Francisco de la Paz. 
We have a Honduran man who works with the 
Villages and the Pastor, Fr. Tito, in constructing 
the water houses and latrines. He checks on the 
water systems to make sure they are maintained 
and will do repairs as needed. We do not have a 
lot of overhead expense and what we do have is a 
necessity as we are there only 3 times a year.

We have also “adopted” an orphanage in Juticulpa 
which is the Capital of the State of Olancho where 
we serve. We basically provide all the maintenance 
and repairs at the orphanage which serves 30 
plus children. Franciscan Sisters administer 
the orphanage with the help of a lay staff. The 
children are simply wonderful and it is a privilege 
to be able to help the Sisters.

Please take home one of the almsgiving cups and 
return it with your coins on Saturday/Sunday 
April 12-13. The coins really make a difference 
in our continuing ability to serve the people. 
Also, you might consider taking two cups, one for 
Lent and one for the rest of the year. We would 
gratefully receive your coins throughout the year.

Your generosity in support of our Honduras 
Mission is greatly appreciated and truly makes a 
difference for the good people of the parish of St. 
Francis de Asis, Honduras.

In His Love, Fr. Walt

Lenten Coin Collection Anointing of 
the Sick Mass

SUNDAY, MAY 18
AT 2:00 PM

What are the reasons for the 
communal Anointing of the Sick?
•Christ, his Apostles and the Church 
used sacred anointing as healing signs 
for the body, soul, mental and physical 
ailments.

•The Sacrament of Anointing should be 
given in time of need and not only at the 
time of imminent death.

•The Sacrament honors both the 
physical and spiritual healing presence 
of Christ.

•Cures in the form of strengthening, 
peace, and courage to overcome the 
difficulties that go with serious illness 
or the frailty of old age.

Who may be anointed?
Anyone  who desires the prayer of the 
Church on behalf of their health should 
receive the Sacrament.

John and Paul working on the water system.

Communion  
for the Homebound

If you or a friend or loved one is 
homebound and would like to receive 

Holy Communion for Easter, please call 
the parish office at 440-526-1686.
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The forgiveness of 
our sins is a graced 
moment in our spiritual 
journey. During the 
Rite of Penance after 
we have confessed our 
sins, received guidance 
and a penance from 
the priest we receive a 
blessing and absolution. 
In that blessing we are 
reminded that our sins 
are forgiven through 

the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are 
reminded of how much God loves us and we are challenged 
to do our best to avoid sin and live in God’s love.  

There are many opportunities for you to celebrate this 
wonderful Sacrament of Penance throughout the year. 
You are most welcome to participate in this one day 
diocesan wide celebration of the Sacrament of Penance 
on Wednesday, March 12 from 5-8 pm in every Roman 

Catholic Church in the Diocese of Cleveland, including 
St. Basil’s. We encourage you to consider inviting a family 
member or friend who has been away from the church, or 
hasn’t taken advantage of this great sacrament of healing 
and forgiveness in a long time, to join you as well.

We are grateful to the Holy Father for calling us to this Year 
of Faith with a focus on reconciliation. We are grateful to 
Jesus Christ for instituting a powerful yet gentle remedy for 
our sins. May God the Father of Mercies grant us pardon 
and peace and may we be absolved from our sins and strive 
to remain faithful to the Gospel.

Communal Reconciliation at St. Basil 
•Wednesday, April 9 at 7 pm

Individual Reconciliation at St. Basil
•Wednesday, March 12 from 5-8 pm (Diocesan-wide 
Confessions - no 7 pm Mass) 
•Wednesdays, March 19, 26, and April 2 from 6:15-6:45 pm
•Saturdays, 3:30-4:30 pm, except Saturday, April 12: 10-
11 am and 3-4:30 pm

Lenten Evening Prayer Services
MONDAYS IN LENT AT 7:00PM IN THE CHURCH

Easter Evening Prayer
APRIL 28 & MAY 19

reconciliation

March 10th (Fr. Kevin) 

March 17th (Fr. Dave)

March 24th (Deacon Lou)

 March 31st (Fr. Walt)

April 7th (Sr. Judith) 
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By: Fr. Kevin Shemuga

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!” -John 1: 29 - 34

At the beginning of John’s gospel, Jesus is pointed out 
by the Baptist as the Lamb of God! This title is used by 
the Church at the Liturgy of the Eucharist just before we 
approach the Lord’s Table to consume His body and blood. 
This title must have supreme meaning since it is used every 
time we celebrate the Eucharist. This title can give us rich 
insights into Jesus as we seek to understand the Eucharist 
and allow him to take our hearts in communion.

I would like to use this text as a source of reflection as 
we inaugurate our new adoration chapel at Saint Basil the 
Great Church. The Lord, through the ministry of our 
Bishop Richard Lennon, blessed our chapel on Saturday 
evening, January 18, 2014 at the 5 pm Mass. 

Lamb of God is a traditional title for Jesus. It can refer, 
and I like this reference, to the Passover lamb in Exodus 
12, 1-13. The Israelites were instructed by God the night 
before they left the slavery of the Egyptians to take a lamb, 
sacrifice it, and take its blood and smear it on the top of the 
door. They were also to eat it for nourishment as they were 
delivered.

In the Eucharist, Christ becomes our lamb. His blood is 
mingled with our blood as we take the chalice. His body 
becomes our food for the journey to freedom as we eat the 
broken bread. Our adoration chapel becomes, in a sense, 
an extension of this action of the Eucharist as we come into 
his holy presence as the Lamb of God. In the adoration 
chapel, Jesus as the bread of life and the Lamb of God will 
be placed on the altar for all of us to have an opportunity 
to be with Him, to converse with Him, and to stay with 
Him as friends and disciples. He is calling us to share in 
His sacrifice, joy, and new life.

Monday through Friday, noon to 9pm, the Lord will be 
exposed in the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist in our 
chapel. This is an opportunity to be with Him in a way 
that exposes us in a most beautiful way to his grace and 
love! We are inviting you to spend some time of your week 
with Him. You can sign up through the parish office for an 
hour or if you desire, come any time to pray. 

This chapel is a centerpiece to our life at our Church. We 
thank all those who made this possible through prayer and 
financial support. Here, we have an opportunity to meet 
Him as the Lamb of God who not only takes away sin, but 
who gives us mercy, friendship, and everlasting life! 

Reflection on the New Adoration Chapel

Bishop Lennon blessing the new Gathering Area and Chapel.Parishioners Joe Skerl and Cathy Witt in the Chapel.
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What is the Eucharist?
At the Last Supper, Jesus Christ instituted the Eucharist. It is the greatest gift 
He could give us because it is the gift of Himself. Jesus gave His life for us on 
the cross, but that loving sacrifice didn’t only last a few hours on that one Friday 
afternoon 2,000 years ago. Through the Eucharist, Jesus’ one sacrifice of His Body 
and Blood is extended throughout the ages so we can benefit from it today. 

With the Eucharist, Jesus has given to the Church a memorial of His death and 
resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a banquet in 
which Christ is consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory 
is given to us. When we receive the Eucharist, our souls become united with Jesus 
in a “common union.” This is why it is often referred to as “Holy Communion.”

At the heart of the Eucharistic celebration (the Mass) are the bread and wine 
that become Christ’s Body and Blood through Christ’s own words and the power 
of the Holy Spirit. The signs of bread and wine become, in a way surpassing 
understanding, the Body and Blood of Christ. Since the Eucharist is Jesus Christ 
Himself, it is “the source and summit of the Christian life.” 

What is Meant by Jesus Christ’s Real 
Presence in the Eucharist?
The Church’s faith in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist under the appearances 
of bread and wine is traced back to Jesus’ own words in John’s Gospel. In chapter 6, 
our Lord contrasts ordinary bread with a bread that is not of this world. He said: “I 
am the bread of life… I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live forever and the bread which I shall give for the life of 
the world is my flesh” (Jn 6:48, 51). What Jesus offers us is His continuing, enduring 
presence every time we celebrate the Eucharist. The bread and wine become his body 
and his blood. “This is my body… this is the cup of my blood.” The way in which 
Jesus is present in the Eucharist is a supernatural mystery. Jesus becomes really, truly, 
fully present at Mass.

What is Eucharistic Adoration?
The Catholic Church offers the opportunity to adore Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament (Eucharist), not only during Mass, 
but also outside of it. We reserve a consecrated host with the 
utmost care, exposing it to the faithful people of the parish 
for solemn veneration and prayer. It makes sense that Christ 
would want to remain present to His Church in this unique 
way. Since He was about to depart from us and would no 
longer be visibly present, He first wanted to give us His 
sacramental presence so He could stay with us forever. 

Pope John Paul II encourages us, “The Church and the 
world have a great need for Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament 
of love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in contemplation 
full of faith. Let our adoration never cease.” Please take advantage of this great 
gift and spend time with Jesus in our new Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.

Alfred Kuklinski
Debra Gibbons
Deborah Busta

Gertrude Szendel
Robert Schmidt

Helen Cipolla
Jon Akers

Henry Kuska
Robert Umerley, Sr.

Frank Kufta
Mary Minadeo

Ross Vizzini
Diane Card

Lisa Melinsky
Daniel Kaufman

Helen Skuza
Eleanore Morrow
Clarice A. Lastoria
Richard L. Bencin
Florence Mazer

Margaret Calarco
Howard Sylvis

Gertrude Bobofchak
Zephyr Britton

Leonard Romankowski
Mary Kruszynski
Frank D. Furiga

Donald Joseph
Alyce Juhas 

Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish
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By: April Katona
Have you ever wondered what goes on over at the Parish Center after the Sunday 5:30 pm Life 
Teen Mass? Our Life Teen Life Nights! 

Life Night is the name for Life Teen’s weekly events for high schoolers- 9th through 12th 
grade. They take place after the 5:30 pm Mass on Sundays through the academic year, from 
September to May. 

There is a great deal that goes into a Life Night from start to finish. With the goal of fitting 
everything into an hour and 15 minutes, a Life Night has a to-the-minute plan. You could say 
they are not just winging it! 

With guidance from Catechetical resources that are received from the Life Teen organization, 
the topics for the Life Nights are carefully chosen. A schedule of the topics for the year is 
created. The Core members are assigned to each Life Night to plan every aspect of the evening 
using a formal planning document. 

All of our Life Nights fall into one of 4 categories:

-Catechetical- the 2,000 year old teachings of the Church about God, 
morality, the sacraments, etc.

-Issue- current topics made relevant to teen culture such as drinking, gossip, 
dating, depression, suicide, etc.

-Spiritual- includes XLT’s (vibrant Eucharistic Adoration and worship), 
special prayer nights and time spent at the Church.

-Social- fun events to build good friendships such as dodge ball, game nights, 
hayrides, and parties. 

As with any ministry here at St. Basil, volunteers are crucial to its success. Life Teen Life Nights 
are no exception. Core members are not only involved in the administrative planning and 
execution of the Life Night, but perform the most important piece of this relational ministry 
by interacting with our teens throughout the night. 

One main area for adult and parent volunteers is serving the teens food during the Life Night- 
yes, they even fit in a meal!

Guest speakers, videos, music, games, interactive activities and handouts are all used to enhance 
the Life Night experience. The motto for Life Teen is: “Leading Teens Closer to Christ.” The 
Life Night is where our St. Basil teens are exposed to the Catholic Catechesis and where the 
relationships are formed to create an environment where teenagers feel supported and engaged 
in their faith journey.

PSR CalendaR
•Second Grade Retreat

Saturday, April 12th – 1:00pm

•Last Sunday Classes
Sunday, April 27th 

•Group First Communions
Sunday, May 4th - 2:00pm 

Saturday, May 10th - 2:00pm

•Last PSR Gr. 1-8 Class
Monday/Tuesday May 13th-14th

•Summer School Gr. 4-8
TENTATIVELY: Weeks of June 9th & 
16th, with registration after Easter

•Vacation Bible School
TENTATIVELY: July 22 nd – 26th, 

with registration mid-May 

One of our XLT – Eucharistic 
Adoration and worship Life Nights

Our 2013-2014 Kickoff Life Night 
where ice cream sundaes were made by 
catching the ice cream from the roof.

Our teens experiencing the ‘Light of Christ’ at a Life Night.

Life Nights: 
not just another Sunday 
night up at the church.
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By: Monica Popp

The St. Basil the Great Vocation Commission was formed in 2006, under the 
leadership of Fr. Doug Brown. The objectives of our Vocation Commission are 
to create a greater awareness of church vocations in our parish community, to 
pray for vocations personally and assist the members of the parish in praying for 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life, as well as encouraging individuals 
in discerning a vocation to the church. In the past six years, several young men 
from our parish have entered the seminary, including Tim Dollard and John 
Mulhollan who are studying at Borromeo and St. Mary’s Seminary. Bryan 
Norton and Andy Hlabse, also St. Basil parishioners, are in formation with the 
Jesuits, and David Domanski is discerning and preparing for a vocation with 
the Capuchin brothers in Philadelphia. Currently, there are several individuals 
discerning vocations at St. Basil and the primary goal of the Vocation Commission 
is to increase awareness, support, and education for vocations among St. Basil 
parishioners.

The Vocation Commission has organized and promoted the Christmas Card 
to Seminarians Program annually. Members of the Vocation Commission have 
made field trips to various places of formation in our community, including 
Borromeo/St. Mary’s Seminary, Benedictine Abbey, and Jennings Hall, as well 
as the Maltz Museum’s “Women of the Spirit” Exhibit. The members of the 
commission have also organized Evening Prayer Services for Vocations, which 
have included witnesses by seminarians and women in formation. Members 
of the Vocation Commission also show support for our local seminarians 
by attending the “Novemberfest” spaghetti dinner at the Seminary and in 
attending the Bishop’s Brunch, held annually in March, at Landerhaven. 
The Vocation Commission’s next meeting will be at 7PM, in the rectory, on 
Tuesday, March 11, if you are interested in attending. If you have questions or 
would like more information, please contact Fr. Dave at the parish office, or  
dliberatore@basilthegreat.org, Grace Szubski at gszubski@garson.com, or 
Monica Popp at tllpopp@cs.com, or 216-789-8600.

Bryan Norton(pictured with his mother Barbara) entered the Jesuits in 2008. He 
is currently finishing up a master’s degree in Classics at Washington University 
in St. Louis. Over the summer, he will move to Cincinnati, where he will serve 
as an instructor of Classics at Xavier University. God willing, Bryan will be 
ordained to the priesthood in the summer of 2019. 

Emma Claire Bucci
Amelia Rose Nehlsen

Shoren Elizabeth Zajac
Gabriel Sullivan Patterson

Kevin Lee Nather
Luke Peter Baron

Annalise Rose Palleschi
Andrew Joseph Orlando

Mia Lena Perozeni
Vivian Reese Steinel
Ethan Dennis Heger
Hudson James Pal

Jolie Chantelle Chaker
Aidan Christopher Marks
Declan Thomas Cannon
Liam Robert Blackburn
Owen James Mielcarek

Arianna Kate Nagel
Connor Patrick Norris

Jack Bade Oyster
Elisabeth Louise Putka

Carter Allen Sibits
Karoline Grace Werstak
Stella Avery DiGeronimo

Eve Julia Little
Liam Thomas Battin
Adam Joseph Piskac 

Newly BaptizedThe Vocation Commission

Bryan Norton with his mother Barbara. Tim Dollard (right) with his family.
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A Ladies Morning Out! Join 
us on a quarterly basis for 
renewal and nourishment of 
your mind, body and spirit. 
This is a chance to meet new 
women from St. Basil’s as 
well as other cluster parishes 

and share some camaraderie. These women’s breakfasts and 
speaker events are held every three months on a Sunday 
morning from 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM.

Sunday, March 9, 2014: Sr. Judith Karam 
Director, Sisters of Charity

Sunday, June 8, 2014: Fr. Kevin Shemuga
For more information, contact Phyllis Damico at pmd1@cox.net 
or 440-717-0079. Check the bulletin for future announcements.

Women’s Ministry

Welcome!
New Parishioners to St. Basil the Great

Paul & Christine Hilts and Family
Robert & Jean Martello and Family

Robert & Tara Stircula and Son
Anthony & Carla Pizzola and Daughter

Sheena Artino
Matthew & Patricia Jarosz and Family

Christine Sidon
Kevin Wrona

Marla Deliberato
Andrew March
Lillian Burgess

Kevin & Natalie English
Brian Pratt

Julius Ciaccia
Robert & Mary Ubert and Family
Patrick Straffen & Emily Fagan
Glenn & Theresa Caiola and Son

Lynne Powers
Chuck & Charmaine Adamczyk

Tim & Mary Lou Vaughan and Family
Jeanne Wasco

Herbert & Anna Kilian
Benjamin & Jennifer Tyrrel

Charles & Karen Lick
Sara Thiel

Scott & Danielle Benko and Family
Daniel & Mary Jo Devan

Nicholas & Jaimie Poplin and Family
Timothy Cunningham & Sarah Koeth

Anthony & Marianne Borrelli
Mary Ann Coneglio

Will You Answer the Call?
By virtue of our Baptism, we are all called to participate in the 
life of our Church. Have you considered:

Joining one of our funeral lunch teams? 

Baking for one of the funeral lunch teams?

Volunteering as a substitute teacher for our PSR classes  
on Monday night at 6:30pm or Tuesday at 4:45pm?

Helping out at Donut Sunday?

Greeting parishioners before Mass on the weekends?

Please consider joining other parishioners in these meaningful 
ministries. For more information or to volunteer, contact Mary 
Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com or 440-792-4721.

New Parishioner Dinner
Have you registered as a new parishioner in the 
last two years and have not been able to attend 
a new parishioner welcome dinner? If so, please 

feel free to attend on 

Friday night, April 25th in the  
Family Life Center at 6:30 pm

Enjoy an opportunity to meet the staff and other 
new parishioners. There is no planned program 

for the evening. We will simply sit down as a 
parish family and enjoy a meal together and one 
another’s company. Please respond by emailing 
Phyllis Damico at pdamico@basilthegreat.org 
with your name, phone number and number of 

family members attending. 
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St. Basil Feast Day!
On January 26, parishioners of 
St. Basil Church and St. Joseph 
Byzantine Catholic Church came 
together to celebrate St. Basil the 
Great, the patron saint of our 
parish. At noon, Fr. Bruce Riebe, 
pastor of St. Joseph’s, presided at a 
Byzantine Rite Mass here at St. Basil 
Church with Fr. Walt, Deacon Lou 
and Fr. Kevin assisting. Following 
the Mass, over 100 of St. Basil 
parishioners shared a meal with 

St. Joseph parishioners at the New Orleans Party Center, located at their 
church building. Fr. Bruce and Deacon Bill of the St. Joseph community 
offered tours of the church, explaining the symbolism of the icons they have 
and answering questions about the differences and similarities between the 
Byzantine Rite and the Roman Rite within the Catholic Church.

There was also an opportunity for children of both parishes to participate in 
a special craft activity following the meal. They made no-sew blankets and 
get-well cards for the children at Akron Children’s Hospital. In addition, 
some made icons of St. Basil the Great, and others icon crosses. The Spiritual 
Life Commission planned this event and helped to serve the meal, as well as 
lead the children’s activities. Everyone who participated in this celebration 
enjoyed both the meal and the fellowship provided by the event.

Through Lent    
   into Easter

Would you like to have a better 
understanding of the scripture readings 
that you hear each Sunday at Mass?

Do you want to hear the message that 
the Word of God may have for you 
personally?

Are you looking for a way to deepen 
your faith life?

If so, you will want to participate in our 
Spring Scripture Study Group, an 
opportunity to explore the meaning of 
the Paschal Mystery in your life as you 
journey with Christ through the Lent 
and Easter Season.

Thursday March 6 
through

Thursday May 22
(except for Holy Week)

Morning Session
(9:45—11:15am)

Evening Session
(7:00—8:30pm)

All sessions are held in the Annex and 
are led by Sr. Judith or one of our priests. 
At each session we learn something 
about the historical background for 
the Old Testament reading and the 
Gospel for the coming Sunday, and 
reflect on the meaning these readings 
may have for us personally. (Fee: 
$15:00—bring to first session; you 
can register online at St. Basil website 
or through the bulletin insert).
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“As the family goes, so goes the nation 
and so goes the whole world in which 
we live.” –Pope John Paul II
Family Matters invites parents of children (pre-
school to 6th grade) to join Family Matters’ 

mission to build strong Catholic families through social, spiritual and service 
oriented programming and activities. The Family Matters Steering Committee 
is responsible for planning fun and meaningful activities for the families 
of St. Basil. Whether it’s making sandwiches for the homeless, visiting the 
homebound, or having a “ball” at the beach party, Family Matters wants to 

strengthen families and build a vibrant 
network of families within the Parish. 
If you would like more information on 
how to get involved in this ministry 
please call Robin Youngs at 526 -1686.

St. Basil Mom and Tot Group

•Do you want to connect with families 
who attend St. Basil and who share your 

Catholic faith? 

•Are you new to St. Basil?

•Are you a new mom?

•Do you have a newborn or child up to 5 
years old?

This group is for moms who want to have 
an hour or so of play time for their kids and 
share in the prayerful support of other moms. 
Join us typically on the last Wednesday of the 
month in the Family Life Center at 10:00AM. 
For more information call Natalie Wayne at 
440-746-0396. Check out our facebook 
page at St. Basil play-n-pray.

A great time was had by all at this 
year’s Family Matters Beach party! 

BREAKFAST WITH THE
EASTER BUNNY

Sunday, April 13
in the Family Life Center immediately following the 10:30am Mass

$5.00 per family to cover cost of food and entertainment. Continental 
Breakfast-muffins, bagels, fruit, juice and coffee. The Easter Story will be 
told in a child friendly manner with interesting props to help tell the story of 
Jesus’ resurrection.We will also make Easter Baskets for the homeless. Each 
family is asked to bring a basket and a few fillers (candy, color books, stickers, 
games, etc…) to share. The Easter baskets will be taken to Fr. Brown’s Parish 
and local shelters. Be sure to bring a camera for pictures with the Bunny! 
Please return reservation and payment form by Monday, April 7 or sign up 
online (pay at door) at www.basilthegreat.org – look for the Family Matters 
tab.

Name_______________________   Email________________________

Number of adults______________   Number of children______________



11

spring 2014

Second semester is well underway at St. Michael School and we wanted 
to update the parishioners of St. Basil the Great Church on the wonderful 
learning and growing happening at both of our campuses.  Thank you 
to all who attended our Open House during Catholic Schools Week.  
Registration continues for the 2014-15 school year.  We encourage you to 
visit our new website at www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com for more info.

Preschool
In January, we celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week and enjoyed having the classroom 
visited by many families during Open House.  
In February, we celebrated Valentine’s 
Day.  In March, Ash Wednesday began the 
preparation for Easter.  

Jr. Kindergarten
Jr. Kindergarten is now celebrating mass 
once a month with the Kindergarten, first 
grade, and St. Basil the Great parishioners 
on Friday mornings.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the children to learn more 

about the Catholic faith and grow closer to Jesus.  The children are also 
borrowing books from our school library.  They have enjoyed this new “big 
kid” responsibility as it fosters their love for books.     

Kindergarten
The latest “show and tell” topic was a country poster report.  The children 
showed where the country they selected was located and explain some of 
the country’s customs.  The children are also becoming good readers and 
writers.  They are learning about some of the adventures of the Superkids 
in language arts.  The children will be performing a short play in the spring.

First Grade
First graders continue to sharpen their reading and math skills. They have 
been using the Mad Math app on their Ipads during center time. This 
includes flash cards and bingo.  To increase their reading skills, they have 
the opportunity to read a book on their own and then take an Accelerated 
Reading test on the computer.

Second Grade
On Saturday, Jan. 25, the second graders made their First Reconciliation.  
Afterwards, each child and their family enjoyed a reception in the school 
cafeteria.  In February, Dr. Papandreas’ office presented an informative 
dental health program.  Through the Junior Achievement program, we 
learned about goods and services, taxes, and assembly lines.

Third Grade
The third graders have conquered multiplication and are working diligently 
on their division facts. We are exploring different types of writing, especially 
non-fiction.  We are wearing our “creativity hats” as we begin writing our 
own short stories. In Religion class, we are learning about the parables of 
Jesus and readying our hearts for the Lenten season.

Fourth Grade
This year, the fourth grade students are gathering information in Computer 
class about one of eight presidents of the U.S. that were from Ohio. They 
will create PowerPoint  presentations about their president and present it to 
their class. We also enjoyed a cultural Chinese New Year celebration. The 
students played Chinese games and sampled Chinese food as part of their 
experience. 

Fifth Grade
Miss Erica Sackett, a graduate of Saint Michael School, was the fifth 
grade’s Junior Achievement instructor.  The five-week program, Our 
Nation, provided information about the needs of a business, globalization, 
resources, and careers.  

Sixth Grade
One of the sixth grade Lenten activities will be a tour and Mass at St. 
John’s Cathedral in downtown Cleveland. Research of different countries 
will be completed in social studies, while researching future occupations 
will be a topic covered in English.

Seventh Grade
The seventh grade is learning about chemistry. We are becoming familiar 
with the Periodic Table by choosing one element to present to the class.  
We are researching and doing projects on Greek mythology in our 
language arts classes.

Eighth Grade
The eighth grade has been graphing lines and working with powerful 
exponents.  We will be translating, rotating, and reflecting on a coordinate 
plane as well.  We are praying, preparing, and reflecting, as well, on 
our upcoming Confirmation.  In history, we are studying the Civil War; 
understanding the causes, the people, the battles and results which 
shaped our nation.  We will be reading “Diary of Anne Frank” and then 
visiting the Jewish History Museum to meet and talk with a survivor.

Achieve in Life • Believe in Christ • Care for Others

St. Michael
S C H O O L

an update from

save the date
Saturday, March 29, 2013

Dinner | Races | 50/50 Raffle | Silent Auction | Basket Raffles

An incredible event to help support our school!

St. Michael’s 4th Annual 
Night at the Races
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Ash Wednesday  |  March 5

Masses at 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 12 Noon and 

7:00 pm  (Adoration will be in the Chapel).

Stations of the Cross
Friday mornings in Lent after the 9:00 am  

Mass and at 7 pm in Church: March 7, 14, 

21, and 28

April 4 and 11 (Children’s Stations)

Palm Sunday  |  April 12 and 13

Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 7:30, 9, 10:30 am, Noon and  

5:30 pm (Return Lenten coin cups).

Tenebrae
Wednesday, April 16, 2014
8:00 pm in the Church
Service of “shadows,” candles,  

reflective music, darkness... Join us.

Holy Thursday  |  April 17

Morning Prayer, 8 am

Confessions, 3-5 pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 pm

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Reposition, 
11 pm (Church)

Good Friday  |  April 18

Morning Prayer 8 am

Confessions 10 am – 12 Noon

Good Friday Liturgy, 3 pm

Living Stations by Life Teen 
Good Friday, April 18 at 7 pm 

(Church doors locked until 6:30 pm)

Holy Saturday  |  April 19

Morning Prayer, 8 am

Blessing of Easter Baskets, 1 pm

Easter Vigil Mass, 9 pm

Lent, Holy Week and easter 2014

Additional parking for the Easter Masses 
available at Westfield Bank  

and the Gateway Title Building.

Easter Sunday 
Masses

April 20
7:30 am (Church) 

9 am (Church) 
10:30 am (Church and Parish Center) 

12 Noon (Church)
There is no 5:30 pm Mass 

on Easter Sunday.


