
Dear Parish Family,
I want to suggest, or better yet, encourage all parishioners 
to make this year (September, 2016 – September, 2017) the 
Year of Renewal here at St. Basil the Great.

All of the priests and Deacon Lou in our homilies emphasize 
the importance of each of us having a personal relationship 
with Jesus.  All of us have a definite relationship with 
Jesus by virtue of our Baptism and First Communion.  The 
challenge is to make that relationship personal.  As with any 
relationship, that takes time and work.  Talk with Him and 
share your joys and sorrows.  Visit Jesus in the Adoration 
Chapel.  It is just a beautiful, peaceful, prayerful place to 
pray and talk with the Lord.

As you have probably seen or heard, we are offering the 
Alpha Program this Fall.  This is a great opportunity to renew 
your relationship with Jesus.  This program has touched and 
changed many lives.  It also provides an opportunity to meet 
and develop relationships with others who are seeking to 
grow and strengthen their faith and their relationship with 
Jesus.  The Alpha Program will begin on September 13th.  

Another terrific opportunity for Renewal is, Christ Renews 
His Parish.  Here you will meet some more parishioners who 
will share their Journey, their joys and struggles and how 
their faith has sustained them.  You will meet some very 
down to earth, great men and women who will journey with 

you.  You will come away from the Renewal with a joy and 
peace built upon a renewed relationship with the Lord.

Christ Renews his Parish weekends are scheduled for 
February 18-19, 2017 for Women and February 25-26 for 
men. Brochures with registration information can be found 
in the Church pamphlet racks.  Still another opportunity for 
Renewal is the semi-annual parish mission that will take 
place March 5, 6 and 7th at 7:05 pm in Church.  Fr. Norm 
Douglas will lead our Parish Mission this year.  Fr. Norm is 
a long time friend of mine.  He is the Pastor of St. Vincent 
DePaul Parish in Akron.  Fr. Norm is a very dynamic, uplifting 
and gifted speaker who will inspire and motivate all of us 
on our journey with the Lord. So, let’s make this year, The 
Year of Mercy, also the Year of Renewal here at St. Basil the 
Great.

I also want to express my deep appreciation to all parishioners 
for your participation in the life of the parish and for your 
very generous support.  We 
could not do all that we do 
without you and I am very 
blessed to serve with you 
and for you.

In His Love,

www.basilthegreat.org  i  8700 brecksville road, brecksville, oh 44141  i  440-526-1686
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The Life Teen kick off for the fall 2016 semester is 
on September 25th. We begin with 5:30 mass 
followed by dinner and a Life Night in the Parish 
Center. Help your teen to grow in the faith by 
bringing them to Life Teen. Our mission is to lead 
teens closer to Christ and to show them that a 
relationship with Christ brings meaning, clarity, 
understanding and purpose to one’s life. Let us 
help you to pass on the beauty of the Catholic 
tradition.

This semester our focus will be on Mary. We will 
cover topics such as the Immaculate Conception 
and the Assumption of Mary. We will look into 
Mary’s role in salvation history. And finally look 
into a few popular Marian devotions such as Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and Our Lady of Lourdes. 

If you want your teens to connect with a 
community rooted in faith, bring them to Life Teen. 
We look forward to helping the teens of St. Basil 
grow in their love for Christ and his Church and 
by doing so, helping them to grow in friendship 
with each other.

Danny O’Brien was the full-time coordinator of youth 
ministry at St. Clarence parish from 2006 to 2015.  
During his time at St. Clarence, he also directed a music 
ministry ensemble made up almost entirely of high school 
teens.  His passion is youth involvement, and he is 
excellent in directing and leading them!

Danny was one of the originators who began “XLT West”, 
which is group of singers and musicians that play and sing 
for an hour of adoration geared for teens.  He has been 
its music director since 2013. 
 
Danny left full-time youth ministry this past December to 
focus more specifically on music ministry and to be a stay-
at-home dad to his two sons.  Playing at St. Basil’s will 
be his first time working in a Life Teen program, and he is 
looking forward  to helping the assembly sing and pray!

Tommy Dome, Tim Dollard, and I have all heard Danny 
play and sing and we know that Danny is a perfect fit for 
our parish!  His love of God is apparent and alive in his 
music and song.  We are so very blessed to have him at 
St. Basil’s.  Please welcome him when you see him at the 
5:30 Sunday Masses.

We are sorry to see Andy Andino leave.  He has taken 
a full-time position at St. Joseph’s in Avon Lake.  We will 
miss you Andy Andino!  Thank you for your nine years of 
beautiful music and song for our Sunday evening Liturgies!

By: Nancy Jovanov

New Lifeteen Music Director, 
Danny O’Brien
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Saint Basil The Great Parish
Welcomes our New Parochial Vicar,

Father John Mulhollan.
faith was always a foundation or bedrock.   However, as time 

passed and I matured, my love of the Eucharist, coupled with 

growing connections between my faith life and my working 

life, showed me the importance of helping people to connect 

with the love of Christ, to grow in faith, and to discern the 

truth of God’s love in a very confusing world.  Ultimately, 

through prayer, spiritual direction and study, I discerned, and 

the Church affirmed, that I am called to live out my Christian 

vocation as a Catholic priest.  Family, parish life, and my 

working life all were influences.”

Fr. John is still a Buckeye fan, and enjoys playing golf, fishing, 

biking, reading history, watching Ohio State and Cleveland 

sports teams, and vacationing with family.  He likes all of 

the arts, going to Cleveland’s great museums and music 

performances. He says, “I am not a good singer, although Dr. 

Kaczuk at the Seminary taught me how to chant the Mass!”

Fr. John is excited to be at Saint Basil’s and will be ministering 

to all the many parish groups, including visits to the 

classrooms at St. Michael School. Like Fr. Walt our pastor, Fr. 

John believes that ministering to persons and families during 

illness, at death, and in baptisms and weddings are some of 

the most important work of a priest.  Fr. John has already 

begun planning to accompany one of our trips to Honduras 

as a way to stay close to the 

poorest of God’s people.  

The parish of Saint Basil 

the Great welcomes Fr. 

John Mulhollan. He already 

knows the people of St. Basil 

are very supportive and 

will help him to be a great 

priest.

By the time you read this, many of you will have already met 

our new Parochial Vicar, Father John Mulhollan.  Fr. John was 

ordained May 21st by Bishop Lennon in the Cathedral of Saint 

John the Evangelist in Cleveland.  He officially became our 

new Parochial Vicar on June 14th, but he was a member of 

our parish for six years while working in Cleveland.

It is not unusual for a lawyer to discern the call to Catholic 

priesthood.  There are several priests in our Diocese who have 

legal backgrounds. Even a few saints were lawyers -- Saint 

Charles  Borromeo, Saint Francis de Sales, and Saint Thomas 

Moore.  Saint Alphonsus de Ligouri, after practicing law for 

eight years, said he heard an interior voice, saying: “Leave 

the world, and give yourself to me.” 

Fr. John, the son of Bonnie and Paul Mulhollan, grew up 

in a rural area near Sharon Center, Ohio, which is between 

Wadsworth and Hinckley.  His home parish was Sacred Heart 

of Jesus  Church in Wadsworth,. He attended Highland High 

School in Granger  and The Ohio State University, where he 

majored in Finance. After working in business a few years, he 

then went to the Moritz College of Law at Ohio State.

 On his journey to priesthood, Fr. John discovered and admires 

many of the great saints and leaders in the Catholic Church, 

but he also credits his family, friends, pastors and co-workers, 

who have been just as influential, “ ....helping me to discern 

my vocation, and mentoring me along the way, and helping 

me not to take myself too seriously!”

Fr. John’s vocational discernment which led to a transition 

from practicing lawyer to Catholic priest is an interesting 

journey that started early.  He states, “I had mentioned 

being a priest during childhood and even in high school, but 

I was initially drawn to college life at Ohio State, pursuing a 

career, “seeing the world” and being open to marriage.  My 
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Summer Learning Program: The Other Abrahamic Traditions 
During four weeks in July, a total of sixty-five parishioners and friends participated in all or part of a program led 
by Sr. Judith Wood, learning more about Judaism and Islam, the other two monotheistic faiths that trace their 
origins to the faith and experience of Abraham.  Why is it perhaps more important at this time in history than in 
any other era to meet and get to know people of other faiths?  It is so easy to stereotype and misinterpret the 
beliefs of others when we do not have any first hand encounters with them.  The internet is rife with blatantly 
false as well as misguided information regarding Christianity, as well as Judaism and Islam, provided by those who 
hate or fear the faiths which they do not understand. 

For this reason, Pope Francis continues to encourage Interfaith dialogue and mutual cooperation in service to 
those in need: “In this work (peace building), the role of religion is fundamental. It is not possible to build bridges 
between people while forgetting God. But the converse is also true: it is not possible to establish true links with 
God while ignoring other people. Hence it is important to intensify dialogue among the various religions, and I am 
thinking particularly of dialogue with Islam.” (Pope Francis, March 23, 2013)

Following two evenings learning about the Jewish faith, participants attended a Sabbath morning worship service 
at Kol Halev (Voice of the Heart) synagogue on the east side.  They were then treated to lunch, during which they 
were able to ask questions and share common faith experiences.

The final two evenings focused on the Islamic faith tradition, which was perhaps the least familiar to those 
attending this program. On the second evening, members of the Unity Center in Brecksville responded to 
questions about their beliefs and shared their experience of being a Muslim in the United States.  Despite some 
experiences of discrimination, all expressed gratitude for the freedom they have in the US to foster their spiritual, 
professional, and family lives.

Here are a couple of comments from participants:
      “I want to thank you for this evening with the Imam and other Muslims.  Wow!  This was so enlightening for us.  
By taking part in this gathering we were able to connect with our Islamic brothers and sisters in a personal way.  
From the Imam to the woman and mother speaking from her heart, we come to realize we are all children of God 
and need to treat each accordingly.” 
      “I have loved this class. It has opened my mind and heart. Hopefully you and we have made some small steps 
for peace at least here in our community.”
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Any parishioner who has participated in the 10:30am Mass on Sunday has witnessed a group of people being 
dismissed from the Assembly by the priest following his homily.  These are adults and teens who are preparing 
to be received into the Catholic Church through Baptism and/or the other Sacraments of Initiation, Confirmation 
and Eucharist.  Why are they sent away?  Where do they go?  What do they do?  Most importantly, they are 
not dismissed because they do not belong with us, but because in fact, they do!  They leave so as to prepare 
to become fully initiated members of the Body of Christ and so as to receive the Body of Christ in the Eucharist.  
You may have noticed that the priest sends them forth with these or similar words, “we look forward to the day 
when you will remain with us at the table of the Lord.”

For those preparing for Baptism, this will take 
place on Holy Saturday night at the Easter Vigil 
on April 15, 2017.  The highlight of the Church Year 
is the Easter Vigil.  “Everything we are and do hinges on 
this night.  On this night, Christ rises in our community 
and in our hearts.  On this night we profess our faith in 
the Resurrection… which gives hope and direction to all 
our days” (Fr. Paul Turner). If you or someone you know 
wishes to follow in the way of Christ and would like to 
be baptized in the Catholic Church, now is the time to 
begin preparation.

For information, contact: 
Sr. Judith Wood  440-526-1686
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InvItIng CatholICs home
By:  Sharon Szabo, Certified Lay Ecclesial Minister, Diocese of Cleveland, St. Basil Parishioner

Gathering with friends and family is such a welcome and happy feeling.  Remember the story of the Lost 
Son – ‘Let’s have a feast and celebrate.   For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found. So they began to celebrate.’  
  
Doesn’t everyone want to come home or welcome someone home who has been away?  Our Father in 
Heaven loves us all and wants to see us home.   We all know someone, in our families or our circle of 
friends, who has fallen away from the faith.  A personal invitation is the best and most effective way to let 
others know we love them and care about their salvation.  
  
We offer these outstretched arms in our Catholics Returning Home ministry at St. Basil the Great.  Catholics 
Returning Home is a ministry of compassion where we welcome those who have been away from the 
Church, no matter what the reason or for how long. We have the Welcome mat ready for all who wish to 
come home.  
  
We have had great success with meeting one-on-one in local areas, coffee shops and homes and these 
can be arranged at any time.  However, we will begin our sessions held in a group format which are 
scheduled to begin again on Wednesday, January 3, 2017 each week for six weeks. If you would like 
more information or answers to your questions, please contact Sharon Szabo at 440-336-4722 or e-mail 
shasza04@gmail.com.  Together, let’s begin the journey home.
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Honduras Mission Update
by Fr. Walt Jenne

We have now served in San Francisco de 
la Paz, Honduras for 16 years.  Our mission 
has certainly evolved over the years thanks to 
the generosity of so many St. Basil the Great 
parishioners.  Now we are primarily focused 
on installing water purification systems in the 
villages of the parish and there are over 60 
villages in total.  

We now have installed 35 purification systems in villages, schools and at 
the orphanage where we 
serve in the Capital City 
of Juticalpa.  Our goal is 
to ensure that the water 
systems are sustainable 
into the future.  We have 
established a separate 
fund within our Honduras 
account to set aside 
money for the future.  We 
have received a bequest 
from a parishioner and 
two other donations for a 
total of $30,000.  We will 
continue to grow this fund 
into the future.  The people 
in the villages and schools 
who use the purified 
water contribute .50 cents 
or a dollar each month 
toward the purchase of 
replacement filters that 
are needed about twice 
a year.  We carry a 
supply of filters that we 
provide as needed.  The 
villages cover the costs 
of replacement filters 
but there are other costs 
for shipping the filters 
to Honduras and the 
salaries for the men who 
oversee the systems.

Liam James Kurtz
Gianna Michelle Genco
Louden Archer Rawlin

Madeline Paige Abraham
Paxton Sheldon Bishop
Scarlett Olivia Mansell
William Nathan Olszko

William Gregory DiGeronimo
Samuel Blake Hutchinson
Christian Hazard Madden
Ian Meyer Vander Weerdt

Levi Richard Adair
Brinley Marie Marn

Daylan Edward Marn
Jaxon Jonathan Santin

Katherine Charlotte Fokens
Anna Rose Clark

Maria Rose Bender
Roman Joseph Deubel
Kennedy Marie Mayer
Henry James Stewart

Harper Olivia Ann Vlcek 
Grayson Robert Pal

Michael Joseph Murphy
Lincoln Matthew Opalka
Kayla Megan Melitschka

Andrew Thomas Van Cure
Katherine Elizabeth Ivers

Everett Walter Tyrrel
Blair Elizabeth Little
Evan Michael Harris

Dane Alexander Polowyk
Eric Joseph Polowyk

Colette Cynthia Woods
Weston Dennis Oyster
Louis Michael Janki

Sloane Isabella Miller
Ruby Nicole Barto

BaptizedNEWLY

CHILDREN



We have also helped one of our diocesan parishes in El 
Salvador install a purification system in conjunction with 
a mission team from St. Albert the Great parish in North 
Royalton.  The purification systems convert water with 
bacteria, parasites and other contaminants into pure, 
safe drinking water.  The improved health of the people 
is noticeable to the doctors and nurses who do health 
screening in the villages.  i do not believe there is any 
greater gift we can give to the people.

We have replaced all the wooden roofs on the Hagar 
del Nino (name of the children), where we reside on our 
trips, with steel.  This assures the future of the facility.  
The old wooden beams were termite infested and not 
long for this world.

We also continue to serve at the orphanage at Juticalpa 
fixing sinks, toilets and showers, laying tile and painting.  
This July we also began helping at the Catholic nursing 
home adjacent to the orphanage.  There, we are painting 
and doing repairs in the bathrooms.  The orphanage 
with over 30 children and the nursing home also serving 
over 30 older adults, are the only such facilities in the 
Department or State of Olancho.

it truly is a rewarding experience and a blessing to serve 
in Honduras and the gratitude of the people we serve 
makes it all the more special.  

Future mission trips to Honduras:
October 27 – November 6, 2016

January 12 – 22, 2017

if you are interested in participating on a trip or learning 
more about them, please join us for a Honduras 
information Night on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Family Life Center meeting room.

Please know that your prayers and support are greatly 
appreciated and making a big difference in the lives 
of the people in the villages and for the children at the 
orphanage and older adults in the nursing facility.

in His Love
Fr. Walt
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2 Sessions to Choose from:
Fall: Begins September 20
Spring: Begins February 7

Time: Tuesdays
5:30-6:00pm Children

5:50-6:30pm Youth
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The St. Basil’s Gifts of the Spirit breakfast has quite a following! 
We continue to expand and attract new sisters in Christ as well 

as see familiar faces returning to this fulfilling program! Members 
from all the nearby parishes are encouraged to join anytime. This 
women’s speaker/breakfast is held on a quarterly basis on Sunday 
mornings at St. Basil the Great. The mission of the ministry is to 
provide a way that women of all ages can be awakened to the 

Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings a diverse group of 

women of ALL ages from many nearby areas (average of 
90-130 per event) for a spiritual, joyful, interactive and 

motivational morning! 

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, Sr. Mary Ann 
Flannery, Father Walt Jenne, Brooke Taylor (95.5 the Fish), Treva 

Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam, Fr. Kevin Shemuga, Professor Jeanne 
Colleran, Deacon Lou Primozic, Karen Coyne Volpe, Fr. Damian 

Ference, Dorene Miller, JJ DiGeronimo and Fr. Bob Franco. 

On September 25th, our next speaker will be Thomas Merton: 
Alive at Fourth and Walnut. This one-person play portrays the life 
and spiritual journey of writer-monk Thomas Merton – his youth, 

conversion, monastic/hermit life and untimely death. 
Jim Nagle’s goal in life is to help people realize God loves them 

unconditionally. How? Mainly through the arts and his life. 
This pilgrim and dreamer who hails from Cleveland, Ohio, has 
celebrated life as a teacher, a poet, a playwright and a story-

teller. Come watch Jim Nagle bring to life the story of this man 
who became a spiritual giant of the twentieth century, and a very 

human being.

Check upcoming bulletins for registration details 
or go to www.basilthegreat.org and go to the 
“Ministries” tab to find “Women’s Gift of the 
Spirit.” You can also make a reservation by 
contacting Phyllis Damico at pmd1@cox.net 

or 440-717-0079.

 

The St. Basil’s Gifts of the Spirit breakfast has quite a following! We continue to expand 
and attract new sisters in Christ as well as see familiar faces returning to this fulfilling 
program! Members from all the nearby parishes are encouraged to join anytime. This 
women’s speaker/breakfast is held on a quarterly basis on Sunday mornings at St. Basil 
the Great. The mission of the ministry is to provide a way that women of all ages can be 
awakened to the Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings a diverse group of women of ALL ages from 
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Damian Ference, Dorene Miller, JJ DiGeronimo and Fr. Bob Franco.  

 

On September 18th, our next speaker will be Thomas Merton: Alive at Fourth and 
Walnut. This one-person play portrays the life and spiritual journey of writer-monk 
Thomas Merton – his youth, conversion, monastic/hermit life and untimely death.  

Jim Nagle’s goal in life is to help people realize God loves them unconditionally. How? 
Mainly through the arts and his life. This pilgrim and dreamer who hails from Cleveland, 
Ohio, has celebrated life as a teacher, a poet, a playwright and a story-teller. Come 
watch Jim Nagle bring to life the story of this man who became a spiritual giant of the 
twentieth century, and a very human being. 
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the Great. The mission of the ministry is to provide a way that women of all ages can be 
awakened to the Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings a diverse group of women of ALL ages from 
many nearby areas (average of 90-130 per event) for a spiritual, joyful, interactive and 
motivational morning!  

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, Father 
Walt Jenne, Brooke Taylor (95.5 the Fish), Treva Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam, Fr. Kevin 
Shemuga, Professor Jeanne Colleran, Deacon Lou Primozic, Karen Coyne Volpe, Fr. 
Damian Ference, Dorene Miller, JJ DiGeronimo and Fr. Bob Franco.  

 

On September 18th, our next speaker will be Thomas Merton: Alive at Fourth and 
Walnut. This one-person play portrays the life and spiritual journey of writer-monk 
Thomas Merton – his youth, conversion, monastic/hermit life and untimely death.  

Jim Nagle’s goal in life is to help people realize God loves them unconditionally. How? 
Mainly through the arts and his life. This pilgrim and dreamer who hails from Cleveland, 
Ohio, has celebrated life as a teacher, a poet, a playwright and a story-teller. Come 
watch Jim Nagle bring to life the story of this man who became a spiritual giant of the 
twentieth century, and a very human being. 

 

Check upcoming bulletins for registration details or go to www.basilthegreat.org and go 
to the “Ministries” tab to find “Women’s Gift of the Spirit.” You can also make a 
reservation by contacting Phyllis Damico at pmd1@cox.net or 440-717-0079. 
 
 
 

 St. Basil Social Concerns Commission 
New Member Orientation

“What so ever you do to the least of my brothers; 
that you do unto me”

How many times have you sung those words or read The Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5:3-12) and asked yourself “What can I do to 
improve the lives of those less fortunate?”   Members of the St. Basil 
Social Concerns Commission invite you to join us in our efforts to 
follow this calling.  The group will hold a new member orientation 
meeting at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 8 in the Parish Office.  
The group meets on an ongoing basis on the second Thursday of the 
month (September-May). 

The Social Concerns Commission orchestrates four parish wide 
events annually including the Fair Trade Fair, the Collection for 
Veterans, the Christmas Giving Tree and the Parish Day of Service.  
Additionally, the group supports several local charitable organizations 
throughout the year by providing meals, companionship and other 
services.   (These include the West Side Catholic Center, The Metanoia 
Project, Maggie’s Place and Womankind). We are also responsible 
for providing educational updates to parishioners on Catholic social 
teaching themes including immigration, the environment, care of the 
poor and vulnerable and ways to peacefully resolve conflict.

The September 8 meeting will include a review of our current 
initiatives and discussion of additional projects for the next year. Your 
input and passion for justice and service are very much welcomed.

For additional information, please contact Kathleen Mayher at 
kmmayher@aol.com or 330.659.7349.

SAV E THE DATE
ANNUAL FALL SEMINAR, 

FINANCIAL AND OTHER ISSUES
This is just a reminder to put NOVEMBER 10 on your 
calendar to attend our annual fall seminar that will provide 
you with useful and current information that people are 
always asking about.   The seminar will be held in the 
Parish Center from 7-9:00 P.M. Topics this year will include 
a speaker who will share information for care-givers and 
older adults, common topics that many face, and how to 
navigate learning about programs, services, and benefits to 
make the most out of getting older!  Tom Lekan will speak 
on internet crime and the newest trends in identity theft.  
Another presentation will focus on IRS fraud, how your tax 
return information can be vulnerable.  We believe we have 
interesting and timely information to share with you.  There 
will be more detailed information on this seminar in future 
weekly bulletins, but please put this on your calendar now 
and plan to join us! 
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Join us for the Alpha program
beginning Tuesday, September 13th. 

Why?
•	Because	you	will	enjoy	a	delicious		 	
	 meal	and	lively	conversation
•	Because	you	will	hear	a	thought-	 	
	 provoking	presentation	on	topics	
	 such	as:
	 	 •	Who	is	Jesus?
	 	 •	How	can	I	have	faith?
	 	 •	How	does	God	guide	us?	
	 	 •	Who	is	the	Holy	Spirit?
•	Because	you	will	have	the	opportunity	to	share	your	thoughts	on	the		 	
	 night’s	topic	with	a	small	group	in	a	respectful,	non-threatening		 	
	 environment
•	Because	Jesus	wants	to	deepen	His	relationship	with	you	and	Alpha	is			
	 one	way	He	can	get	closer!

Alpha	offers	an	experience	of	radical	hospitality,	a	loving	community	and	
the	power	of	the	Gospel	to	create	the	ideal	environment	for	exploring	
the	claims	of	Jesus	in	our	post	modern	culture.	Alpha	offers	people	the	
opportunity	to	encounter	the	living	God	in	Jesus	Christ	in	the	power	of	
the	Holy	Spirit.		The	Alpha	Course	is	a	ten	week	program	that	meets	on	
Tuesday	evenings	in	the	Parish	Center.	We	start	with	a	meal	at	6:45,	and	
each	session	ends	by	9:00	PM.	Childcare	is	provided.		Register online 
at www.basilthegreat.org/alpha, or call Mike or Kathy Ziegler 
(440-546-9987) with any questions or to register.		More	than	
1200	of	your	fellow	parishioners	and	fellow	NE	Ohioans	have	attended	
the	Alpha	course	at	St.	Basil	the	Great,	tens	of	thousands	more	have	
attended	throughout	the	US.	Join	us	at	the	beginning:	Alpha.

Adam & Brittany Rutkowski
Garry & Mary Moore and Family

David & Nuvia Martin and Family
Beau & Amy Bishop and Family

Amy Modic and Family
Joshua & Lindsey Melitschka and 

Daughter
David & Stacy Boss and Family

Mary Fister
Bain & Stephanie Hutchinson and 

Family
Paul & Cara Lehman and Son

Andrew & Teresa Goebel and Family
Jackie Landolph and Family

James & Nicole Scott
Samantha Vajskop

Joshua & Allison Slaga
Joseph Wiltshire

William Patronite
Christopher & Britteny Molchan and 

Family
David & Holly Little and Family

Jean Bohrer
Christina Praetzel

Steven & Leanna Candow and Family
Dawn Daiuto and Son

Kevin & Kristin Hogan
Nicholas & Krysten Duncan

Stephen & Hillary Kaput
Barbara Trepka

Mary Ann Meitin and Family
Ron & Christine Brocco and Family

Kaleigh Judson
Jack & Karla Rufus and Family

Brian & Kimberly DeGross and Family
Nicole Minch

Bruce & Susan Taylor
Jessica Fischer and Family

Jeffrey & Amanda Golem and Family
Phillip & Shannon Hogan and 

Daughter

Welcome
NeW PARISHIoNeRS
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Save the Date
Christ Renews His Parish

Women’s Renewal - February 18-19th

Men’s Renewal - February 25-26th
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As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. – Joshua 24:15 
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As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. – Joshua 24:15 
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40 Days to a healthier lifestyle 
sponsored by the St. Basil 
Wellness Committee facilitated 
by Colleen McArtor nutritionist, 
and wellness coach and Joe 
Koeberle. Classes begin again 
Wednesday, September 14th, and 

will run six weeks until October 19th. The classes will 
be held in the Family Life Center meeting room from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

The program follows the “Daniel Plan” written by Rick 
Warren D.Min and Daniel Amen M.D. which is a healthy 
lifestyle program founded on biblical principles and 
focused on The Essentials: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus 
and Friends. 

To lean more call Colleen McArtor at 440-552-6540

Daniel Plan Registration
Return to Parish office

Name__________________________________________________
email __________________________________________________

The Canonization of Theresa of Calcutta
September 4, 2016

In honor of Mother Theresa, let us find our own Calcutta here 
in Cleveland, Ohio. Join us for Sandwich Saturday on Saturday, 
September 3 at 9:00 am in the Parish Center. Sandwiches will be 
made and taken to area shelters dedicated to feeding those in 
need.  Fr. John will give a brief reflection on the Canonization of 
Mother Theresa of Calcutta and open the morning with prayer. 

Upcoming Sandwich SatUrdayS
october 8, november 19,
december 17. Please bring bread, 
PB & jelly, sandwich baggies, bag of 
fruit and breakfast treat to share. 

  Adult Faith Ministry
 

SAVE the DATE!
St. Basil the Great

Parish Retreat 
 

A time to pray, 
a time to share, 

a time in the presence  
of God   

 
Sunday, October 2, 2016

Jesuit Retreat House
8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

(Includes 4 p.m. Liturgy) 
Watch the bulletin for more details!
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Like all Sacraments, Anointing makes visible 
an act of Christ through His Church.

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Saturday, October 22 at 5:00 pm

Sunday, October 23
7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am,

Noon and 5:30 pm

Anointing of the Sick can help a person… 
 Grow Spiritually, achieving wholeness and peace   
 with Christ.
 Heal physically, overcoming bodily and emotional   
 suffering.
 Be Reassured of God’s love and mercy.

Those who should be anointed include:
Any adult or child who is suffering from a serious or 
chronic medical or psychological illness, those preparing 
for or convalescing from surgery, and elderly people in 
a weakened condition. In short, anyone who desires the 
prayer of the Church on behalf of their health should 
receive the Sacrament.

Grief Share. . . . . .
. . . . . support and encouragement 

for your grief journey.
After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have 
stopped coming, most of the people around you return 
to their normal lives.  But your grief continues and you 
feel alone.  Whether your loss is a family member or a 
good friend, Grief Share can help you heal.  You’ll meet 
other people who understand your hurts, emotions, and 
painful experiences.  You’ll receive practical information 
from the DVD videos, which feature top experts on 
grief recovery subjects, and case studies of people just 
like you, who have been through the grief experience.  
You’ll also have the opportunity to tell your story, but 
there’s never any pressure to do so.  It doesn’t matter if 
your loss is recent, or in the past:  Grief Share can help!

The next session will begin Sunday, September 25th, at 
1:15pm in Room 7 of the Education Center.  You’ll find 
more information in the Grief Share brochure, which is 
in the pamphlet racks in the Church Gathering Area or 
Rectory vestibule.

Rest In Peace
Joe Lupica

edwin G. BLackBurn

phyLLis roman

James kuska

Thomas sokoLowski

heLen Bruss

Francis X. reddy

JuLianne cLarke

James BuTLer

John rusnaczyk

mary masTers

Thomas Lehman

richard korFanT

anThony zupancic

eLizaBeTh BridGeman

consTance Grudzinski

doroThy ondrey

irene dykes

monica dooLey

Joseph GoLemBiewski

doLores konevaL

GreGory Graham

BarBara may

audrey o’donneLL

heLen moorcroFT

michaeL ausTin Resumed on August 21st at both the 9:00am and 10:30am 
Masses. For ages preschool thru grade 3.
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If you need a ride to Church
Please call the office at 440-526-1686.

Parish Choir
Knocks It Out of the Park
at Progressive Field!!!!

Monday evening, August 1st our St. Basil’s Parish Choir sang 
the National Anthem at Progressive Field.  Who are they?  
They are a mixture of regular choir members and our beloved 
parishioners! One hundred and eighteen (118) fun loving, heart-
felt parishioners, with our wonderful priests,  Fr.s’ Walt, Dave, 
and John, came together to sing, with the love and joy of our 
country, our Indians, and our parish!  In two short practices, the 
Parish Choir learned a 3 part version of our National Anthem, 
as young as 5 years old, and as old as, well some of our more 
sophisticated parishioners!

(Many thanks to Andrew Sabol who has been gifted with 
perfect pitch, and gave us our starting note, without a pitch 
pipe!  So cool!)

I absolutely love bringing our parish together!  We are blessed 
with happy people, who love and care about others, with a spirit 
that sets you on fire!  It certainly showed yesterday evening! 
Excitement grew, as they walked on to Progressive Field, and 
waited for their moment to shine…..  Shine they did!  Wherever 
we went during the game that evening, people from all over 
told the choir how wonderfully they sang!  We were even told 
from Progressive Field employees that it was the best they have 
heard!  Wow, and they have heard many!

Amazing people singing together, a beautiful summer evening,  
perfect pitch, what else can you ask for???

Well, we can ask for any of you amazing people to come join 
one of our awesome choirs!  Now we know you can sing, and 
choirs are starting up again in September!!  Think about it….
We could do this all over again with you!

Saint 
Basil
Adult 

Singles
Saint Basil Adult Singles is an adult group serving the 
greater Cleveland/Akron area.  We offer a variety of 

events including social, spiritual, athletic, and community 
service opportunities each month for single adults who 

are divorced, widowed or never have been married.  The 
group is for those who are over the age of twenty-one 

with most of our members in their forties or above.  
We strive to promote fellowship among our members 
and guests.  We publish a monthly calendar which is 

distributed to members as well as having a Meetup Site.  
For more information contact Carol at 216-524-8262.  We 

look forward to meeting you at one of our events!

Upcoming activities for August include:

Friday, Aug. 5 – 7:30
General Membership Meeting in the St. Basil Parish Hall. 

Friday, Aug. 12 & 25 – 7 pm
Bible Study and Pot-luck at Len’s house; 4153 Edgerton Rd.  

Please bring a dish to share.

Saturday, Aug. 13 – 7 pm
Ice Cream Social at Handel’s on Route 82 & Broadview Rd.

Wednesday, Aug. 17 – 8pm
Trivia at BW3 at 5020 Tiedeman Rd. 

Friday, Aug 19 – 7:30
SBAS Game Night in Parish Hall. 

Bring a game and a snack to share.

Saturday, Aug. 27 – 9 am
Volunteer at St. Augustine -2486 W. 14th ST., Cleve, OH.  
To prepare and serve food to the hungry and homeless. 

Sponsored by Michael mdmessenger@aol.com.
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INCREASED 
ENROLLMENT AT 

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL

Our enrollment has increased 
(preschool through 8th grade) 
from last school year!  As of 

August 1, there were 410 students 
enrolled. 

Preschool 3- AND 4-Year Old 
Program now has a waiting list!

Jr. Kindergarten is at full capacity 
this year...a total of 19 students!

There are TWO classrooms in 
each grade from kindergarten 

through eighth grade this school 
year, including TWO first grade 
classrooms once again this year.  

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

INCREASING OUR USE OF TECHNOLOGY FOR 
ENGAGED STUDENT LEARNING  . . .

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

St. Michael School made numerous, exciting technology improvements this past 
summer. Students are now enjoying . . .

•  An additional 36 Chromebooks for the second floor for a total of 72 for fifth through 
    eighth grade.
•  An additional 10 Chromebooks for a total of 20 for first floor classrooms (second 
    through fourth grade).
•  Upgraded projector in Mrs. Betori’s seventh grade classroom.
•  New Activpanel (touch screen) in Mrs. Patterson’s third grade classroom.
•  Activboard for Mrs. Rable’s preschool (3- and 4-year old) classroom.
•  One additional tech tub with iPads for St. Basil campus. 
•  Increased Internet speed at main campus and St. Basil campus.

All of this was made possible by the fundraising efforts of the magazine drive and Casino 
Night, as well as government money. A special thank you to Fr. Pete and Fr. Walt for all 
of their continued support in helping to make St. Michael School a place where students 
continue to grow academically, socially, emotionally, and most importantly, spiritually.

@sms_blueangels

Greetings and welcome to a new school year from the staff 
and students at St. Michael School! We welcome many new 
teachers and staff to our family.  They include:

Mrs. Jill Natran is the new Kindergarten Educational Aide. 
She has previously worked at Huntington Learning Center 
in Broadview Heights as a tutor for students in kindergarten 
through fourth grade and as a paraprofessional at Windfall 
School in Medina. “I have had a strong desire to work in a 
Catholic school where I can work with children in a Christ-
centered environment and share my faith with others.”
 
Mrs. Erin Toth is the new Preschool Director/Jr. Kindergarten 
Teacher. Her past teaching experience includes Davis Early 
Learning Center and The Children’s Center in South Carolina, 
as well as Small Hands Big Dreams and Cleveland Children’s 
Academy in Ohio. “I believe also in actively engaging 
students in their learning, and tailoring to the needs of every 
child through hands-on experiments, manipulatives, and 
small group work. I try my best to work one-on-one with all 
students each day, providing differentiation as needed.”
 
Miss Amy Moehring will continue to be Lunch Monitor at 
St. Basil and Director of Morning and Aftercare, but she 

has taken on a new role as the Jr. Kindergarten Educational 
Aide. She has a degree in Child and Family Development 
which has led her to work as a nanny and teacher for several 
families and schools.
 
Miss Miranda Oltmanns replaced Mrs. Julie Bellomy as a 
new fourth grade teacher at the main campus. Mrs. Bellomy 
joins Mrs. Denise Freeman as a first grade teacher at the 
St. Basil campus. Miss Oltmanns is a recent graduate of St. 
Mary’s College in Indiana and has had experience student 
teaching in early childhood development, elementary 
schools and primary school. Her experiences have taught her 
that “all students deserve instruction that is suited to their 
strengths and weaknesses.”
 
Mrs. Paula Kapinski is the new St. Basil campus secretary. 
She has been a part of St. Michael School since 2011 and 
has gained a lot of experience in working with students in 
Kindergarten through eighth grade.

Mrs. Karen Navolanic is the new main campus secretary. She 
comes to the school from the City of Beachwood where she 
was the Clerk of Council and formerly a legal assistant. 

Forming Intentional Disciples: St. Michael - St. Basil the Great Partnership

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL & ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL PTU

DID YOU KNOW? 
The main campus of St. Michael School has a new roof.  Part of the funds came from a 
grant from the Diocese of Cleveland Rooted in Faith campaign.
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DONUT SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Please join us for Coffee and Donuts in the Parish 

Center after all the morning Masses on the following 
Sundays:

September 11, 2016
October 16, 2016

November 13, 2016
Fair Trade Fair – Donuts in Gym

December 11, 2016
January  8, 2017

February 12, 2017
March 12, 2017

April 9, 2017
May 21, 2017

Join us and make new friends! 

We asked . . . .
You responded . . . . 
We were overwhelmed with the 
response regarding volunteers for our 
Funeral Lunch Teams!  One hundred 
nineteen people committed to 
working in this ministry, including 23 
people who are willing to bake.  Our 
plan is to translate these numbers into 
four additional teams.  We hope to 
have this accomplished by September 
1st at the latest.  Thank you so much 
for caring for members of our parish 
family in their time of grief!

Dear Parish Family,
The Policy for the Safety of Children in Matters of Sexual Abuse and the Standards of Conduct in Ministry of the 
Diocese of Cleveland have been revised and updated as of June, 2016.

All clergy, staff and volunteers who have access to children will be required to read the two revised documents and 
sign the new acknowledgement forms and turn the forms in to the parish or diocese (for clergy). 

In order to update everyone of the importance and impact of the revisions to the policy and the standards, the 
diocese will be facilitating workshops and webinars for all clergy, staff and volunteers to highlight the most pertinent 
changes to the procedures.  Every employee and volunteer is expected to participate in these orientation sessions 
and to submit an acknowledgement form to the parish by December 31, 2016.  We will inform staff and volunteers of 
the dates and times of the workshops and webinar.

Also, there will now be a requirement that the background check on all employees and volunteers be repeated every 
five (5) years. 

This is all about providing for the safety and protection of our children.  Our children are the future of the church, the 
community and our country.  It is of the utmost importance that we provide for their protection and safety.

We will be in contact with staff and volunteers when the workshops are scheduled.  

We are blessed with a large number of volunteers who serve our children.  We are deeply grateful for your dedication 
and service.

In His Love,
Fr. Walt 
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Delicious Food

Luther’s Mini Farm Market: buy pumpkins, corn stalks
and seasonal produce

Emerald Necklace Garden Club’s fall themed activity for kids

Children’s games, face painting

Live entertainment all day

Please bake a pie (pumpkin is a favorite) to share!
Drop off any time after 9am on Sunday, October 9 (FLC)

If you can volunteer to grill, serve food, help in the kitchen, run food and
supplies to the serving lines or clean up please contact Kathleen Adams at
526-4634 or kadams58@att.net.

Sign up boards to volunteer will also be in the Church gathering area
across from the Chapel.

A Free will offer is appreciated to offset the cost of the fun - Thank you! 
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Join Fr. Walt and fellow 
parishioners on a splendid trip 
to Ireland. Dublin to Dublin. 

August 17-27, 2017.

An informational night will be held on Thursday, 
August 18 at 7 pm in the FLC meeting room. 
A Globus representative will review Itinerary. 
Space will be limited and reservations with 
deposits will be collected on a first come first 
serve basis. Deposit is $300.00 per person. 
The trip will cost $2625.00 per person plus 
airfare. Price is based on double occupancy 
and minimum number of people; if we reach 
maximum number price reduces. Price includes, 
all gratuities, tours, most meals and travel 
insurance. For more information, call Robin 
Youngs at 526-1686.


