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Dear Parish Family,
I just want to sincerely thank you for 
your presence among us and for 
your goodness and kindness that are 
demonstrated in more ways than I 
can remember.

Your incredible support of the Rooted 
in Faith-Forward in Hope campaign 
was awesome. St. Basil the Great 
raised $3,772,000 in gifts and pledges 
for the benefit of the diocese and 
the parish. We hope to complete 
construction of the Gathering Area 
and Eucharistic Adoration Chapel by 
Christmas. 

Your generosity this year with the 
Catholic Charities Appeal was 
also outstanding. St. Basil the Great 
raised $250,604 in gifts and pledges. 
These funds benefit all the programs 
and services of Catholic Charities 
which serves the needs of countless 

thousands of children, women and 
men in the diocese.

Your generosity on the occasion of 
my 70th birthday was amazing. You 
contributed $55,738 to the benefit of 
our Honduras Mission including gifts 
of six Water Purification Systems. These 
water systems provide pure drinking 
water for the families in the villages. 
I feel this is our greatest gift to the 
people and makes a huge difference 
in their overall health.

Finally, your generosity at Easter 
was also amazing with gifts totaling 
$79,424. These funds help support the 
ongoing operations of the parish.

I also want to express my deep 
appreciation to all of you who give of 
your time and talent to the parish. We 
could not begin to provide so many 
ministries without the participation 
and leadership of parishioners. We 
are truly blessed. I feel very blessed 
to serve in such a wonderful parish 
community with so many great 
people. I feel very blessed to serve 
with a simply great staff who always 
give their best in service to the parish.

I will never ever take you or your 
goodness for granted. You are 
remembered each day in my prayers 
and Masses.

In His Love,

Evangelization News 
    p. 2

Christ Renews His Parish 
    p. 3

Parish Events 
    p. 4-5

Honduras 
    p. 6-7

Confirmation and  
First Communion 
    p. 8-9

PSR News 
    p. 10

St. Michael School 
    p. 11

Catholic Reflection and  
Spiritual Life 
    p. 12-13

Groundbreaking of  
New Chapel 
    p. 15

St. Basil the Great summer 2013

IN THIS ISSUE:



St. Basil the Great

2

Kevin & Sarah Brokaw and Family

George & Kathleen Matic

Mary Beth Hearns

Lillian Vidakovich

Julia Vidakovich

Margaret Mueller and Son

Rocco & Biljana Debitetto and Family

Kelly Williamson and Daughter

Brian & Deana Donato and Family

Greg & Courtney Rahe and Family

Greg & Carrie Putka

Cam & Colleen Castelein

Michael & Heather Fifik and Family

Michael & Vanessa Dimora

Aaron & Jennifer Babb

Christopher & Michele Mastriano

James & Monica Wilcosky

Jonathan & Elizabeth Mokri

Cheryl Novak and Daughter

Edward & Pamela Glowski and Family

Stella Conte

James & Kathryn Chrisman and Family

Bill & Renee Balazs and Family

Nancy Lane

Carl Lane

Michael Marzec & Amelia Maher  
and Daughter

Jason & Melissa Hinchman and Family

Michael & Gina Bonfig and Family

Gregory Beyer & Stephanie Christian

Nancy Calafato

Joseph & Cassandra Palazzo and Son

Curtis & Audrey White

Patrick Bugaj & Alyssa Sneed

Joe Stefanek

Jonathan Veres

Eleanor Veres

Christopher Veres

Dan Nichols

Randall & Heather Cargill and Family

Rachelle Baur-Balog

Nicholas & Amanda Hienton and Son

Kathleen Hoagland

Frank & Julie App and Family

John & Jane Molina and Family

Richard Stankiewicz

Mark & Jennifer Kramer and Family

Bernard & Janet Calvey and Son

Phillip Bungo & Marla Sirna

Michael & Jennifer Guinto

Nicholas & Lindsay Gingo and Family

Brian & Judy Jasko and Daughter

Shirley Gabram

By: Jillian Petrocci

The Evangelization Commission 
has an eventful year planned for 
this Year of Faith - 2013. Along 
with new parishioner sign-ups at 
each Donut Sunday, the team will 
highlight a different ministry or 
commission each month as well, 
similar to a mini-ministry fair. 
Stop by and learn about the many 
opportunities to participate in a 
ministry at St. Basil’s. There is a 
“ministry match” for everyone. 

The commission will also offer 
several new parishioner dinners and 
door-to-door greetings offering 
useful information regarding 
opportunities for involvement. 
Look for the St. Basil’s booth at this 
year’s Home Days on the square in 
Brecksville from June 28-30th. Join 
us as we highlight our ministries 
and commissions, provide games 
for the children with prizes, and 
offer books and music to the 
adults. Please consider becoming 
a member of the Evangelization 
Commission. Pick and choose 
which events you would like to 
participate in throughout the year. 
New ideas are needed and always 
welcome! Please contact Doug 
Maser at 440-781-8505.

Evangelization 
Commission

Welcome!
St. Basil the Great New Parishioner Dinner 

April 19, 2013
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By:Cathy Lehmann

Since 2009, two weekends each year have 
been set aside separately for the men and 
women of St. Basil’s for an opportunity to 
attend Christ Renews His Parish. The CRHP 
renewal is centered around two days of 
prayer, scripture and the sacraments, within 
a relaxed environment of fellowship. To date, 
115 men and 141 women have accepted 
the invitation to refocus, rediscover and 
intensify their relationship with Christ. As 
past participants will attest, CRHP has 
been very instrumental in helping the St. 
Basil community come together on a more 
personal level to embrace their faith:

The CRHP experience made me realize that 
everyone is on a unique journey no matter 
what stage of life they are at. When you put 
God first and follow His plan for your life, 
everything else will fall into place the way it 
is meant to be. 
~Vicki Hradisky

CRHP was a wonderful opportunity to meet 
fellow parishioners and feel much more 
strongly connected to our faith community. 
I wholeheartedly endorse this small 
investment in time that brings tremendous 
spiritual benefits. 
~Augusto Torres 

I have gotten to meet so many wonderful 
women and men in our parish, and have 
developed some wonderful friendships. 
Being both a participant and a team 
member created a desire to become more 
involved at St. Basil. 
~Louise Lucas

As a man whose true desire is to be a man 
of God and serve his family and parish, the 
CRHP program is focused on just that. The 
world is uncertain, but with pure certainty 
you can assure yourself that in a short day 
and a half you’ll be renewed and refreshed 
with your relationship with the Lord! 
~Jerry Novak 

It was just an amazing weekend where I 
finally let go of many things; and started 
giving to God. We just need to slow down, 
listen and we will be renewed in Christ. It is 
an experience that I will cherish, always. 
~Kathleen Adams

You can find the power of prayer, the 
conviction of your own faith, to get to know 
yourself so that you can know others and 
become closer to Christ. Surrender your 
will, have faith and be still, to know that He 
is God. Make the time. It’s well worth it. 
~Larry Zgrabik

Attending the Women’s Renewal in 2011 
was a profoundly healing experience. I 
was able to let go of something that had 
bothered me for several years. I decided 
to give back by joining the 2012 Team. To 
see how the weekend was impacting the 
women who attended made the hours of 
work a truly rewarding journey. 
~Rose Kaval

After years of putting off going, I wish I had 
gone years ago. The renewal facilitates 
some time to share, if you want, some of 
life’s joys and challenges with people just 
like you; or you can use the time for yourself 
to renew your focus on what is important in 
your life. I highly recommend all men attend, 
as it will help in all their relationships. 
~Ed Matuszak

Parishioners new to the program are 
encouraged to consider attending future 
renewal weekends. Additional information 
will become available both online as well 
within upcoming parish bulletins in late fall, 
for those interested in attending the 2014 
sessions.

Colin Patrick Lastoria
Charles Michael Serra

Sofia Brielle Roope
Leah Nichole Williamson
Gabriella Marie Castro
Isabella Marie Sekret

Cooper Nicholas Bibbo
Nathan Owen Walter

Matteo Anthony Mastriano
Everett Rhys Chrisman
Elliana Grace Chrisman
Aubrey Marlene Marzec

Ryan Patrick Sievers
Benjamin Jacob Chapa
Daniella Maria Weiss

James Charles Hill
Archer Graham Ward

Dillian Kennedy Woods
Brendan Xavier Cevasco

Joseph Lee Collins
Jude Samuel MacRaild

Connor Samuel Rothstein
Logan Nicholas Hienton

Newly
Baptized

CRHP Renewal Team
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Sandwich Saturdays
Upcoming dates: Saturdays, June 22, July 20, August 17, September 21
Parishioners meet in the Parish Center on a Saturday morning to make sandwiches which are then 
taken to agencies committed to helping the homeless and hungry. The morning begins promptly 
at 9:00 am and is completed by 10:30 am. Everyone is welcome to bring a breakfast item to share. 
Coffee is provided. It’s a wonderful opportunity to perform a much needed service for parishioners of 
all ages! Drivers are always needed to transport sandwiches to the agencies. For more information, call  
Robin Youngs at 526-1686. Please bring bread, peanut butter and jelly, bag of fruit and a breakfast goodie to share.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BASIL
SUMMER

PARISH PICNIC
Sunday, June 23

1 - 5 pm

Parish Grounds

Many volunteers are needed!
Prepare and serve food, grillers, 

set-up, clean-up, popcorn and 
snowcone machines, etc.

Sign up in Church vestibules or 
email Mary at filipicma@live.com.

Like to Bake? We need finger desserts and cupcakes for cupcake walk! 
Free will offering accepted to offset the cost of the summer fun.

Live 
Polka Band
Pony rides

Lake Erie 
Nature  Center

Jungle Bob’s
animal show 

Cupcake Walk

Children’s games 

Cornhole

Horseshoes

Volleyball

BINGO

Summer fun

Good Eats 



5

summer 2013

St. Basil returns to Progressive Field!
Friday, July 12 at 7:05 pm

St. Basil’s Choir is singing the National Anthem.

$1.00 Dog Night and Fireworks after the game!

Watch the Cleveland Indians take on the Kansas City Royals.

Name_______________________________________________________________ Phone______________________________________________

Number of tickets ___________x $10.00 Total due=____________________ (Make checks payable to St. Basil.)

Gather your friends and family for Baseball Fun & Fireworks after the Game! The total cost is due at the time of 
ordering. Drop off form with payment to the Rectory Office. 

The Play-n-Pray mom’s group enjoyed a fun 
field trip to the Greater Cleveland Aquarium! 

Plans for a summer field trip are in the works…

Join us for the next Play-n-Pray!
Wednesdays, May 29th, June 26th, July 31st, 
August 28th and September 25th at 9:30 am 

in the Family life Center.

Join moms of newborns to preschoolers  
for Summer play, prayer and morning  

coffee and treats!

Help Needed!
Help is needed with the 
transportation of the donated 
food for the Food Pantry on the 
last Sunday of the month. You 
do not have to commit to every 
month. We meet at 1:00 pm 
to load cars and transport to 
what used to be St. Catherine 
Church (3443 E. 93rd). For 
further information, please call 
Mary Manos at (440) 667-3270.
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Sincerest appreciation 

for your generosity in 

support of our Mission 

in San Francisco de la 

Paz. Fr. Walt’s birthday 

celebration raised $55,738 

for the mission. The Lenten 

Almsgiving coin collection 

raised over $10,000. We 

could not do all that we do in Honduras without your 

absolutely amazing support.

Our primary focus for the last several years and going 

forward is to provide safe drinking water in the Villages 

of the parish. We now have installed 16 water purification 

systems and will install 5-6 new systems each year.

Prior to approving a Village for a water system, we meet 

with members of the Village Water Committee and discuss 

their responsibilities to construct a small building to house 

the system (we donate all the materials) and to maintain the 

system which we install. We provide all the filters for one 

year of operation. The Water Committee collects money 

from each family using the water system, approximately 

$10.00 per year, so that they can purchase the replacement 

filters from our supply after the first year of operation. 

We do want the water systems in each village to become 

self-sustaining. We do inspections of all the systems, make 

necessary repairs and offer recommendations to the Water 

Committees on each mission trip. This approach has 

been well received by all of the Water Committees. We 

also continue to provide assistance to the Hogar del Nino 

(home of the children) Orphanage in Juticalpa. We provide 

whatever help that the Sisters who staff the orphanage need. 

Our team members maintain all the plumbing in the rest 

rooms and showers. We paint, we do repairs, we play with 

the children, we do whatever we can to support the Sisters 

and the 30 children for whom the orphanage is home.

Finally, we maintain and improve the facilities where 

we reside in San Francisco de la Paz and we continue to 

construct small chapels in villages as they are needed and 

requested by Fr. Tito Mercodal, the Pastor of San Francisco 

de Asis parish.

Future mission trips are planned for October 31- November 

10, 2013 and for January 16-26, 2014. Any parishioners 

interested in participating can pick up a Honduras 

information packet in the Parish Office or contact Fr. Walt 

at the office at 440-526-1686 or by e-mail at FrWalt@

gmail.com. It really is a life changing experience. Our next 

Honduras information night is scheduled for Wednesday, 

July 31 at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center meeting Room.

Life at the Orphanage

Working on the Water Systems
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By Lenny

We walked to the Family Life Center 
after the 5pm Saturday Mass to attend 
Fr. Walt’s Birthday party. My name 
is Lenny. I was with my Mother and 
Father, and my two younger sisters, 
Linda and Cindy. I am seven years old 
and I have been to a lot of birthday 
parties. But I never went to one as big 
as the one for Fr. Walt. I know he is a 
special person and everyone loves 
him, but when we got to the Family 
Life Center we could hardly get in. 

There were people everywhere. I saw 
many of my friends. The Family Life 
Center was very crowded. They said 
there were also people in the Parish 
Center. 

We started looking at the silent 
auction items before we went into 
the gym. There was a lot of neat stuff. 
I told my Dad I really wanted the Fr. 
Walt autographed fishing rod. He 
put in a bid. I don’t think we won it. 
My dad wanted the big wine basket. 
Next we got in line to get into the gym. 
The line was really for the food, so 
we got out of line and found a table. 
There were tortilla chips and salsa on 
the table and my sisters did not waste 
any time eating all of them. They do 
the same thing whenever we go to 

the Mexican restaurant. The 
gym kind of looked like it 
was in Mexico or Honduras, 
probably Honduras. It had 
very colorful decorations. 
While we were sitting we 
saw Fr. Doug, Fr. Bill and Fr. 
Sal talking to people. I think a 
lot of Fr. Walt’s friends came 
to his party.

Since there were still more 
chairs at our table, some 
people my parents know 

sat with us. We talked 
a little but we were 
hungry so we all got 
in line for the food. 
The line was much 
shorter now. They 
had cheeseburgers, 
hamburgers, Italian 
sausage sandwiches 
and pizza. I had a 
cheeseburger and a 
piece of pizza. It was 

very good. We got some pop from the 
really neat room where they had beer 
and wine for the adults and pop for 
all the kids. The room looked like it was 
in Honduras. The people there were 
very nice and got us our pop. 

Probably the thing my 
sisters liked the most 
was the little ducks. 
My dad had to buy 
one for each of them. 
Buying the little ducks 
helped purchase new 
water systems for the 
people in Honduras. 
I think the thing I liked 
the most was the video 
about Fr. Walt, and 
then when he talked. I 

think he was embarrassed it was his 
birthday because he mostly thanked 
all of us for supporting the mission in 
Honduras. I almost forgot the really 
best part. There was a whole long 
table full of desserts, cookies, little 
cakes, everything. I am not sure who 
cooks all the food and makes all the 
desserts, but they do a really good 
job. 

Fr. Walt stopped by our table and 
talked with us. He was selling tickets 
from a board and everyone was 
buying the tickets. This party was a 
lot of fun. I think they should have a 
birthday party every year for Fr. Walt. 
He deserves it.

Father Walt’s Big Birthday Party

Robin Youngs, Fr. Walt, Tom Lekan, Jay Youngs

Pastry table with Birthday Sign

Duckies Donation for water system

THANK YOU!
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Celeste Hedwig Alai
Isabel Cecelia Alberto
Ellen Theresa Andrews
Gino Ignatius Anselmo

Sara Lynn Biszantz
Emily Boc

Erika Luisa Boehlefeld
Michael Raphael Bonamer

Jennie Rose Broski
Cassandra Kateri Brumbaugh

Ashley Natalia Budzilo
Nicole Rose Bunjevac
Jacob Joachim Burnett

Megan Marie Carcioppolo
Lauren Alice Cassidy

Mary Catherine Cawley
Leah Chambers

Daniel Allen Cody
Paige Elizabeth Coughlin
Louis Xavier DeMarco
Jeffrey Philip DiSante

Zachary Bartholomew Eidam
Bridget Faith Einhaus
Monica Cecilia Fallon

Angela Katherine Fischer
Lauren Marie Foster

Kenneth Xavier Frajter
Alyssa Delia Gembus
Hayden Joseph George

Nicole Geringer
Brendan Ignatius Getts

Katherine Patricia Graham
Nicholas Francis Green

Jeremy Anthony Grimmer
Logan Camille Gutknecht
Megan Charity Gutknecht

James Patrick Hajek
Marissa Cecelia Harris
Lauren Catalina Helton

Genevieve Bernadette Hickin
Allison Madeline Hudak
Maggie Ignatius Hudec
Nicole Catherine Ipsaro

Bryan Istenes

Kyla Keyna Jungbluth
Alexander Damien Kaminski

Isabel Elizabeth Kaminski
Samuel Benedict Koziol

Joseph Krenek
Alan LaCava

Ryan Paul Lambert
Ryan Edward Leddy

Jack Philip Neri Lenzotti
Brittany Valentina Lia

Santino Lucas
Rachel Veronica Lurz
Erin Gianna Lyden
Regina Magazine

Joseph Anthony Mandato
Andrew Patrick Marincic
Taylor Rosalia Martin

Adam Christopher Maslowski 
Douglas Sebastian McArtor
Shannon Hedwig McIntyre

Frank Francis Montini
Dan Thomas Morell

Karlyn Christina Morell
Andrew Kenneth Myers

Marina Nido
Nicholas Nido
Riley Nowacki

Jakob Peter Nypaver
Joseph Michael Pajka

Paulina Isabel Pena Ochoa
Ian Sebastian Prindle

Katerina Rowena Prybyla
Shannon Anna Rosa Rafferty

Nikita Michael Rees
Rachel Elizabeth Richards
Amanda Teresa Rielinger
Olivia Catherine Ritchie
John Joseph Roddy Jr.
Kelsey Mary Roman

Brandon Anthony Roppel
Bryon Diago Ross

Natalie Marcelina Rybak
Alexander Savvas

Sarah Joan Schlabig
Jared Anthony Schott
Colin Xavier Schrader
Alyssa Marie Sedivy

Collin Joseph Serraglio
Raymond Michael Simonetti

Alyssa Francis Sliter

Brandon Smith
Madison Claire Smith

Mitchell Sebastian Smith
Jordan George Sollinger

Justin Sollinger
Kyle Francis Sowers
Jessica Irene Steiner

Kyle Michael Stringer
Brock Michael Sutton

Jacqueline Raffaela Swan
Jessica Anne Swedik
Sarah Margaret Tilk

Matthew Topoly
Sean David Volkens

Jessica Emma Washabaugh
Tyler Luke Wasser
Jason Patrick Wesel

Jack Sebastian Wessel
Madeline Maria Winegard

Eric Dominic Wloszek
Sarah Zdolshek

Morgan Michaela Zeleny

----- St. Michael School -----
Noah Abood

Alexander Byers
Eleanore Craider

Meaghan Delahunty
Joseph Gage

Barbara Garran
Genna Harshbarger

Nicole Hudak
Halle Krisinski

Alexandria Londrico
Rachel Lustik

Thomas Mandat
Annie Mackert
Janie Peterson

Matthew Satariano
James Skelton
Rebecca Toth
Elaina Walcutt

Elizabeth Walcutt

----- Adults -----
Thomas Andrews
Kelly Hope Klecan

Meredith Louise Ondak
Maureen Margaret Pelaia

Confirmed in the Spirit
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Evan Abookire
Ashley Adams

Alfredo Alonso *
Michael Andryszczyk

Camerin Artrip *
Samantha Barther *

Logan Battaglia
Evan Beacher *
Xavier Bellomy
Greta Bender

John Jaden Bibbo
Lauren Blakely

Ryland Bordeaux *
Brooke Brobst
Joseph Burdick
Jillian Butler
Patrick Cain

Joseph Canzoni *
Emma Caputo
Scarlett Carey

Kaitlyn Chalmers *
Matthew Cipriani
Salvatore Corbo
Lily Dalton *

Maddux Dasenbrook
Kyan Davis

Haylee Detmayer
Montee Doubler
Ryan Dougherty

Patrick Downing *
Brianna Dzina

John Luke Eicher **
Joseph Eickholt

Hillary Esper ***
Emma Fairchild
Chloe Firrell *

Nicholas Fishman *
Jack Fudo *
Jane Fudo *

Benjamin Gibson
Joseph Grilli

Gabriel Guido *
Ericka Henley

Cecilia Hickin **

Paige Hojdar *
Jack Humble

Zachary Hutton
Ryan Joseph

Hannah Kennedy
Madeline Kitagawa

Dominic Kovacs
Peter Kramer
Joseph Krosky
Fiona Kumar
Neil Kumar

Gavin Lapsansky
Nicholas Long
McKenna Mack

Matthew Majewski
Michael Malcuit *

Grace Mancini
Jenna Marchak **

Lilly Martin
Molly McCafferty
Patrick McGreal

Benjamin Meisenbach
Matthew Mihalek
Michaela Mlecik

Hope Mlecik
Paige Mountain
Selena Nakhleh
Zachary Nehez
Julia O’Donnell
Michael Olexa
Xavier Onders
Olivia O’Neil

Connor O’Reilly
Eric Osowski *
Cecilia Ostroski
Miranda Pace

Kendall Palange
Daniella Patrone

Alexandria Petkunas
Andrew Petras
Zachary Petros

Jensen Popp
Alexa Quinones
Brennan Racine

Emma Grace Ramon
Peter Redinger
Amanda Riggle
Ruby Robatin

Rachel Rosselot
Paul Savage

Stacy Schniegenberg
John Schniegenberg
Rori Schreiner **

Sammy Sidor
Ryan Smith

Savannah So *
Mark Sowers *
Corbin Stadler
Brett Stanley

Alexandra Struhar
Halen Struhar
Kai Sustersic
Colin Sutkus

Natalie Swallow *
Olivia Szczesniak
Andrea Szekelyi

Gabriella Takacs *
Lucas Torres

Angelika Tosinski
Nathan Trickett ***

Luke Vanadia
Maximillian Vanadia

Scott Vergilii *
Shea Vidovic
Allison Vojta
Ava Ward * 
Joseph Wasco

Arden Watson
Soren Watson

Ava Wolf
Andrew Zabkar *
Zachary Zawacki

Anna Zdolshek
Leah Ziss *

Zachary Zywiec
*St. Michael School

**Assumption Academy
***Incarnate Word Academy

 First Holy Communion
Celebration
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PSR News
Our thanks to the teachers in our Parish School of Religion who so generously 
give of their time and talents to the children of St. Basil’s!

Sunday PreSchool – Lynn Cannizzaro, Coordinator (50 students) Mary Dolansky, 
Christine Denko, Leslie Zonfa, Jennie Dollard, Laura Jonozzo

Grades 1-8 (275 students) Ann-Marie Baylor, Laurie Betlejewski, Mark Betlejewski, Julie 
Bellomy, Jeanne Caparso, Sandra Gonsowski, Mary Jo Imbrigiotta, Debbie Kovach, Mike 
Kozlowski, Caroline Mahnke, Teri Moenk, Gina Muffet, Linda Niro, Barbara Novak, Julie 
Polowyk, Charmaine Ponziano, Connie Ritter, Rose Ruvolo, Debbi Serraglio, long-term 
substitutes: Cheryl Mlecik, Jennie Dollard

Grades 3-8 Home Study Program (110 students)

Grades 4-8 Summer School Program (311 students) Laurie Betlejewski, Julie 
Bellomy, Lynn Cannizzaro, Kathy D’Agostino, Linda Kehl, Megan Kostura, JoEllen Kyanko, 
Debbie Kovach, Mary Ann Love, Sarah Modzelewski, Teri Moenk, Linda Niro, Julie Polowyk, 
Dottie Rule, Gloria Sims, Diane Sgro, Margie Wright

Grades 1-8 Lenten Project – Heifer International
Students sacrificed and contributed $700.42 to the 
fund, which provides chicks, ducks, honeybees, 
goats, etc. to people in undeveloped countries who 
are willing to learn how to take care of the animals, and 
which would provide much-needed food and income. 
This is the fourth year the students have participated.

PSR Summer School-For students entering 
grades 4-8 in the fall. June 17th thru June 28th, 
9:00am-12:00 noon.

Vacation Bible School

Join Us This Summer For Kingdom Rock!
St. Basil presents the summer’s hottest Vacation Bible School 
experience! From July 22nd through July 29th, the Parish Center 
will be transformed into Kingdom Rock, where kids will learn to 
stand strong for God. Each day will present a new bible point, 
with the ever popular bible memory buddies and of course 
Chadder’s theatre! 

Due to the course curriculum, this program is open to children 
who are currently in 3-yr-old preschool through 4th grade. 
Registrations will be available in the rectory bookshelves and 
in the church vestibules. Registrations are absolutely, positively 
due by Monday, June 24th. Kingdom Rock can handle only 120 
participants, so get your registration in early! 

We will also need lots of volunteers! Please consider giving time 
to this wonderful event. I promise it gives back way more than 
it takes! Volunteer applications are on the registration sheet. 
Join us, even if you don’t have children in the program! Students 
entering 5th grade in the fall are the youngest volunteers we 
can take. There is no upper age limit. Questions or concerns? 
Contact PJ Malnar at Malnarfamily@att.net --See you in July!

Sunday PreSchool & PSR Grades 1-8
Detailed information about the various options can be found on the parish website. Re-
registration forms will be mailed in mid-July. New students can be registered at any time by 
calling the PSR office at 440-526-3520, or at stbasilPSR@yahoo.com.

PSR Teachers Needed
Have you ever thought about sharing your faith with the youth of the parish? We are projecting 
a need for 5 additional teachers for the 2013-14 school year. The teaching manuals are 
written for the volunteer catechist, and we provide additional training and support. For more 
information, contact Mary Ann Webb at 440-792-4721 or mawpsr@aol.com. 

The Sound of Music  
for Metanoia

By: Rose Jancsy,  
Social Concerns Commission

“For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.”

On Sunday, April 21st more than 200 
gathered together at St. Colman 
Church to hear hymns of worship and 
praise. Members of five church choirs 
gave generously of their time and 
talent to perform at Music for Metanoia, 
a concert fundraiser sponsored by 
The Metanoia Project, a non-profit 
organization that serves homeless 
people of inner-city Cleveland.

As a prelude to the concert, the St. 
Colman and Metro Catholic Handbell 
Ensemble entertained and engaged 
the audience by chiming Ring 
Jubilee. The St. Colman Choir followed 
performing “Resucito” with such gusto 
the song plays on in my mind. The 
Holy Spirit Choir had us swaying and 
clapping to music that filled our spirits. 
They are aptly named! The St. Augustine 
Signing Choir touched our hearts and 
taught us how to clap loudly without 
making a sound. After intermission we 
were treated to beautiful Gymnopedie 
by clarinetist, Pat Bussert, accompanied 
by her son, Pablo. The Sagrada Familia 
Choir brought a Latino twist to the 
concert. They sang “Glorificante” in 
Spanish. Their seven voices rocked our 
souls. Our very own St. Basil Choir was 
a huge hit; their fabulous voices filling 
the church. Stephanie Ristau and 
Jacob Moore ended the repertoire by 
singing “The Prayer.” The applause and 
cheering nearly raised the roof and 
even the men in the audience had 
tears in their eyes. The concert ended 
with choirs and audience singing “How 
Great Thou Art.” The music was fantastic. 
The audience was joyful, engaged, and 
incredibly generous. The energy in the 
church was palpable. Love was there— 
in our midst.
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St. Michael School
2012-13 

School Year
Highlights

Thank you to all the St. Basil Parishioners for supporting St. Michael School.

Have a great summer and we will see you in August!  Peace and blessings, Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal
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By: Fr. Dave

To believe that Jesus Christ is present 
under the appearance of Bread and 
Wine (the Real Presence) is probably 
the most difficult article of the Catholic 
faith. It’s a giant leap of faith since all 
the evidence suggests that what’s really 
present is only bread and wine. If I truly 
believe that Christ is present, I glory in 
that belief and give thanks and praise to 
God for such a wonderful gift.

But the fact of the matter is that most 
Christians don’t believe in the Real 
Presence. They look upon the Eucharist 
as simply some sort of symbolic 
presence of Christ to his followers. 
“Holy Communion” for many is a 
symbolic reenactment of what Christ 
did at the Last Supper. It is reduced to a 
symbolic gesture which is a nice way of 
remembering the actions of Christ. But 
it’s not the heart of the matter.

For us Catholics the Eucharist is much 
more than that. It’s the real deal - it’s the 
Body and Blood, the Soul and Divinity of 
Jesus Christ. In fact, it is this belief that 
makes us Catholic. If we believe in the 
Eucharist, we are Catholic; if we don’t 
believe in the Eucharist, we really are 
not Catholic, since the Eucharist is the 
center of our religion.

By virtue of our Catholic belief, we are a 
Eucharistic People. 

But this is a very difficult belief. The 
physical evidence is not there. It’s a 
belief that’s not based on any sense 
knowledge. Our senses deceive us: it 
looks like bread, it tastes and smells like 
wine, it feels like bread and wine. But it’s 
not. It’s Jesus!

Most Christians can’t accept that. 
That’s why it’s so important that we as a 
Eucharistic Assembly constantly bolster 
each other’s faith in the Eucharist by 
the way we celebrate the Eucharist. If I 
witness people totally immersed in the 
Eucharistic celebration, my faith finds 
strength and resolve in that evidence. If, 
on the other hand, I find people totally 
disengaged, especially if I am a young 
person, I might have second thoughts 
about my faith in the Real Presence. The 
quality of our celebration enhances our 
faith life: your participation enhances 
my faith and hopefully my participation 
enhances your faith. Together we 
strengthen our Eucharistic belief.

If a great number of people leave 
Mass early, especially at the time 
of communion, what kind of a faith 
message are they proclaiming to 
themselves, to their families and to the 
parish family? My sense is that many are 
demonstrating their lack of belief.

It is estimated that over 50 percent of 
Roman Catholics no longer believe 
in the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. Is this a result of the message 
of disbelief that so many people have 
been transmitting over the years by 
not truly entering into the Eucharistic 
celebration?

It is our belief that Christ is present in 
four different ways at each Eucharistic 
celebration: in the assembly, in the priest-
presider, in the sacred scriptures and 
“preeminently” (Vatican II) in the Eucharist. 
We owe it to ourselves, to our families, 
to our parish family to bring to every 
Eucharistic celebration our very best.

NEW!
Confessions on 

Wednesday Evenings
Starting on July 3, 2013, 

Confessions will be be celebrated 
on Wednesday evenings from 

6:15 pm to 6:45 pm.  
Father Kevin will be the regular 

Confessor during this time.

This precedes Benediction and 
the celebration of Mass.

Women’s ministry

A Ladies Morning Out! Join us 
on a quarterly basis for renewal 
and nourishment of your mind, 
body and spirit. These women’s 
breakfast and speaker events are 
held every three months on a 
Sunday morning from 10 — 11:30 
a.m. in the Family Life Center. This 
is a chance to meet new women 
from St. Basil’s as well as other 
cluster parishes and share some 
camaraderie. Our mission is to 
provide a way that women of all 
ages can be awakened to the Holy 
Spirit present in their lives and to 
encourage discipleship and the 
nurturing of their faith. For more 
information, please contact Phyllis 
Damico at pmd1@cox.net or 440-
717-0079. Check the bulletin for 
future announcements.

What message do I project 
in my approach to the Eucharist?
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Forgiveness Reflection
Parish Mission, Romans 12; 1-2, 12-19a, Isaiah Chapter 43
By: Mary Filipic

A few years ago when I took a Bible Study 
course at St. Basil on the Book of Isaiah, I 
read a line from Chapter 43 which I think ties 
into the reading from Romans that was just 
read. It has to do with God forgiving us… and 
I’d like to begin there. “It is I, I Who wipe out, 
FOR MY OWN SAKE, your offenses, your sins 
I remember no more.” God forgives for His 

own sake? What? I thought God was forgiving us for OUR sake! I thought 
it was all about US! Our feeling good again, our sin being forgiven, our 
souls cleansed. But NO, it seems that God forgiving was all about God! 
How could this be?

And then I began thinking about who and what God is and decided 
that God was all about LOVE - God the Father loving the Son, The Son 
loving the Father, the Spirit of God transmitting that love… and God loving 
me and you and us loving Him back... BUT then we sin... big or little, and 
God’s love, instead of being free flowing, is interrupted, or you might say 
that there is some static in that transmission of love from Him to you or me, 
because we did something UN-loving, we turned away from Him. 

Now we can express our sorrow for what we did, and certainly that’s 
part of the equation, but human sorrow presented to a Divine God isn’t 
enough. God must do something to restore that free flow of love, to stop 
all the static... and so He forgives... for His own sake... so that He can 
continue to BE love, and send love by removing the barriers, the sin, to 
that love.

Perhaps we should take our cue on what forgiveness is all about, from 
God. Just like God forgives to repair his love connection with us, maybe 
we should be forgiving, for OUR OWN SAKE, to begin to mend our own 
broken selves. Instead of looking at the act of forgiveness as the end 
result of a process, perhaps it is the beginning of our own healing

Now, remember in Isaiah that God forgives sin, for His own sake, and 
then remembers the sin no more. Well now, that’s an interesting image of 
God... The Forgetful God! I don’t know about you, but when I try to forgive 
myself of the hurts that I’ve inflicted upon myself, or others who have hurt 
me, I may be able to forgive, but boy I’m afraid I can’t forget… those 
hurtful memories are sharp and deep.

And that I think is where this selection of the letter from St. Paul that we 
heard tonight comes into play. St. Paul is talking about kindness... how 
we should be kind to each other in so many ways. And being kind to 
ourselves, or to those who have hurt us, or to just anyone, can somehow 
help smooth the rough edges of our memories. And as we heal, and 
heal others through kindness, we can become transformed and begin 
to understand what it is that is good and pleasing and perfect to God…

When we look at forgiveness, kindness, and love in these ways, we begin 
to see a part of the wonderful kaleidoscope, the beautiful symphony, the 
intricate tapestry of who our God is, and who we are called to be. There’s 
a psalm – 103 - we sing on Sunday at Mass sometimes that speaks of this 
as well... I sometimes think of God in heaven watching us sing this hymn 
of praise and He’s thinking: “These are my people, and they know who I 
am, and I love them!”

The psalm goes like this: “Loving and forgiving are you O God; slow to 
anger rich in kindness, loving and forgiving are you.” And I think God likes 
to hear us sing that psalm.

But I wonder what God would think if we changed just one little word 
and instead sang this new psalm: “Loving and forgiving are WE, O God, 
Slow to anger, rich in kindness, loving and forgiving are WE.” You know, I 
think He’d like that too.

Summer Book Study

“Choosing to be Catholic:
 For the first time or once again”

by

William J. O’Malley, S.J.

If you are seeking a deeper understanding of our faith or 
would like to learn more about the Catholic faith and discuss 
your experience with others, this book study is meant for 
you. In this revised edition of his book first published in 
2001, Jesuit priest, master-teacher, and bestselling author 
Fr. O’Malley prompts seekers and skeptics alike to ask a 
new set of questions as they hunger and search for God. 
He addresses such topics as uncertainty and the meaning 
of faith, the role of personal conscience, Catholicism and 
other faith traditions, as well as what it means to “be 
Church” and to share in its sacramental life today.
This study will be led by Sr. Judith and members of the 
RCIA team, and it provides a great opportunity for your 
own personal reflection, as well as for sharing faith with 
other parishioners.

Thursday Evenings, 7:00-8:30pm in the Annex

6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25

The fee for the program is $15.OO, which 
includes a copy of the book. 

It is due at the first session on 6/13.

You can register online at the parish website 
or provide the following information to the 

parish office by June 7:

Name: ______________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

E-Mail: ______________________________________
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Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish

Anne Vaughn
Stella Joan Sloboda

Thomas Radina
Martin T. Franey

Mary Ellen “Skip” Barno
Loretta Kozub

Anthony Jay Rose
Sophie Irene Markowski

Domingo Apolonio
Albert M. Toscano
Pasquale Marinelli

Frank Sasak
Charles Salvaggio
Julianna Kuban

Craig Sveda
Creg Hagerman
Edith Frantisak
Margaret Haida
Lucy Budzowski
Evelyn Sobieraj

Edward A. Kohut
Eugene Biza
John Bender

Augustina Mallos
George Suhy

Rosemary Hatala
Edward Yurko

You Are Not Alone!
It takes time to recover from the pain of separation and divorce. There aren’t 
many people around you who really understand the breadth of pain suffered 
by you, your family, and your friends. In the midst of all this pain, however, 
there is a program that can give you hope, and eventually, peace. DivorceCare 
is a special weekly support group and video seminar conducted by people 
who understand what you are experiencing.

Through the 12 DivorceCare sessions, you will become part of a small support 
group of people who are also experiencing separation and divorce. You’ll 
meet others who understand what you are feeling and who will be able to 
offer you encouragement. Many participants say these discussions are the 
most helpful part of the program!

At St. Basil’s, we have been offering DivorceCare for four years, and are 
beginning our eleventh series on June 5, 2013. The first meeting sets the tone: 
confidentiality is stressed, we use first names only, and have a brief personal 
introduction of each member. The video segment lasts about 30 minutes, with 
dynamic speakers who are renowned experts on divorce and recovery. Each 
participant receives a workbook, which outlines each session, with space to 
take notes. There is a daily Bible study section, with scripture relating to the 
topic of the video seminar, to help the participants grow in their relationship 
with God during this time. There is also a page for weekly journaling.

Throughout the sessions, participants are encouraged to trust in God and ask 
for His help. We provide Bibles for those who don’t have one and offer simple 
refreshments. Our parish has decided not to charge any fee for DivorceCare, 
because very often financial issues are present. We feel that recovery from 
the pain caused by separation and divorce is an important part of our ministry 
to our parishioners.

As the weeks go by, people become much more open and comfortable during 
the discussion sessions. Time seems to fly by as suggestions are offered 
and personal experiences are shared. Although not part of DivorceCare, 
we offer materials regarding the annulment process, and try to clear up any 
misconceptions regarding their participation in the Catholic faith during this 
time. If you or someone you know is still hurting from separation or divorce, 
look for brochures in the Rectory and Church vestibules, or call Mary Ann 
Webb at 440-792-4721 or mawpsr@aol.com.

St. Basil’s Automated Giving Program

If you are interested in giving electronically, please go to the St. 
Basil website at www.basilthegreat.org and click on the Automated 
Giving button for more information. You just might find this method 
of giving more convenient.
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Let Our Adoration Never Cease
By: Mark Shelton

On Sunday, April 28, our 
parish moved closer to a long 
existing dream: A gathering 
area for our parishioners 
with an adjacent chapel 
for adoration. The ground 
breaking for this new addition 
to the church occurred on a 
rainy, cool Sunday afternoon, 
but the idea started long ago, 
almost simultaneously with 
the founding of the parish.  
Raising the money to build 

it started more recently with the Rooted in Faith, Forward in Hope campaign.  At an April 
news conference Most Reverend Richard Lennon, Bishop of Cleveland stated, “The results 
of the Rooted in Faith - Forward in Hope campaign are truly inspiring.  As Catholics, it is our 
responsibility to grow our faith, and because of the generosity of thousands of Catholics in our 
Diocese, we also will be able to strengthen our community for years to come.”

Launched in the fall of 2010, the Campaign inspired pastors, parochial vicars and parish 
volunteers to raise funds from 45,179 Northeast Ohio Catholics.  The campaign goal was 
to raise $125 million. The campaign actually raised more than $170 million for five areas of 
specific need in the Cleveland diocese. “This is a time for celebration, not only for Catholics, but 
Northeast Ohioans as well,” said Patrick Grace, Executive Director of the Catholic Community 
Foundation which managed the campaign. “The success of the Rooted in Faith - Forward in 
Hope campaign demonstrates that we are united and stronger than ever.  The generosity and 
tenacity of Northeast Ohio’s Catholics is a testament to our faith in Christ and community.”

As part of this successful fundraising effort, each parish was provided a percentage of funds 
to be used as needed by the parish. Our dream and goal was the gathering area and a chapel 
for adoration. The dream is now realized.

The gathering area and chapel for adoration bring us closer to our faith and to Jesus. As 
Catholics, we believe Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharistic.  Our belief separates us from 
every other church in the world and is the foundation upon which our church was established 
and exists today. The power of adoration resides in this belief.  Father Dave suggests, “It is a 
personal, intimate experience with the Eucharist and our Lord.  Adoration not only inspires and 
benefits the individual adorer, but through the adorer’s prayers, families are also helped and 
the work of the parish is supported.  It is a powerful devotion which enables the whole church 
to grow in faith.”

While the Eucharist has always been the constant source of our strength in Christ through 
the context of His Church, perhaps St. Pius X, “The Pope of the Eucharist,” greatly aided 
accessibility to its Presence in the life of the faithful.  His decree of December 20, 1905 urged 
the frequent reception of the Eucharist.  St. Pius X stated, “Holy Communion is the shortest 
and the safest way to Heaven. There are others: Innocence, for instance, but that is for little 
children. Penance, but we are afraid of it. Generous endurance of the trials of life, but when they 
come we weep and ask to be spared.  The surest, easiest, shortest way is by the Eucharist.”

The gathering area and chapel for adoration bring us closer to the Eucharist while also 
providing a much anticipated and welcomed extension of our faith community.  Everyone 
who participated in the Rooted in Faith, Forward in Hope campaign should be proud of our 
collective success. 

Perhaps Pope John Paul II said it best in his famous letter issued on Holy Thursday, February 
24, 1980, On The Mystery And Worship Of The Eucharist (Dominicae Cenae). “The church and 
the world have a great need for Eucharistic worship.  Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love.  
Let us not refuse the time to meet Him in adoration in contemplation full of faith and open to 
making amends for serious offenses... of the world. Let our adoration never cease.”

Communion for 
the Homebound

If you or a friend or loved 
one are homebound and 
would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please call the 
parish office at 440-526-1686.

Hospital and
Nursing Home 

Visitation
Please call the parish office 
if you or a loved one are 
hospitalized or placed in a 
nursing facility. The hospitals 
and nursing homes are not 
able, under confidentiality 
laws, to inform the parish 
of a hospitalization. We do 
have extraordinary ministers 
of the Eucharist who take 
communion to nursing 
facilities on a regular basis 
and would be glad to serve 
others.

Parishioners with a scheduled 
surgery are encouraged to 
contact Fathers Walt, Dave 
or Kevin for anointing of the 
sick prior to surgery. This can 
be arranged before or after 
Mass or by appointment in 
the parish office. 

Groundbreaking Day
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THURSDAY, JULY 25
Sleepy Hollow Golf Course

To Support the Endowment Fund

Register at basilthegreat.org

All proceeds benefit the facilities and ministries
of St. Basil the Great Parish

$145 PER INDIVIDUAL GOLFER
$550 PER FOURSOME

DINNER ONLY TICKET $45

Includes greens fees, carts, continental breakfast, lunch, 
beer & soft drinks, steak, chicken or vegetarian dinner, 

golf towel, sleeve of balls, and quality golf shirt!

Thomas C. Ellis Memorial
5K Trail Race and 1-Mile Walk

By Mark Shelton
The inaugural Thomas C. Ellis Memorial 
5K Trail Race and 1-Mile Walk will be 
Friday, June 14, 2013, at 6:00 pm at 
the Brecksville-Broadview Heights High 
School cross-country course. Brecksville-
Broadview Heights High School’s certified 
5K cross-country course has grass and 
forest trails, and it is gently rolling and 

very scenic. Proceeds from the race will be donated to the American Brain 
Tumor Association to support education, research, and awareness for brain 
tumor diagnosis, treatment, and care. 

The race is in honor of Thomas Ellis for his Disciple’s commitment to service 
at St. Basil The Great, his lifelong devotion to his family and friends, and his 
vigorous fight against brain cancer. 

The race is to help raise funding and awareness for brain cancer. Each year, 
about $468 million dollars is provided through grants to support cancer 
research. Only $25 million dollars is specified for brain cancer research. It is 
the goal of this race to start a process to not only make people more aware 
of brain cancer, but also help provide funding to develop more research to 
find better cures and prevention for brain cancer.

Entry fees are $25.00 for the 5K, pre-registration by mail or online through 
Active.com and $30.00 day of race. The entry fee for the 1 Mile Walk is 
$15.00 pre-registration by mail or online at Active.com, $20.00 day of race. 
Make checks payable to: Thomas Ellis Memorial Race and mail checks and 
registration to: Thomas Ellis Memorial Race, 10126 South Ct., Brecksville, 
OH 44141. Runners can also register in-person at Vertical Runner in 
Brecksville on the Wednesday and Thursday prior to the race from 4-8pm. 

Tom Ellis was a friend to many, an active member of our CYO Sports, 
founder of St. Basil’s Cancer Support Group, and much loved by everyone. 
The race is a small token of recognition and appreciation for the work he 
did while he was with us.

There will be a reception for the runners and volunteers at St. Basil the 
Great Parish Center after the awards ceremony at the race. We hope you 
will join us for the inaugural Thomas C. Ellis Memorial 5K Trail Race and 
1-Mile Walk. 

St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general interest to our parish 
community. You may submit your article at the parish office (attn: newsletter). The deadline for the next issue is

August 1, 2013. Newsletter Staff: Fr. Walt Jenne, Cheryl Kosek and Julia Hartman


