
Dear Parish Family,
I met recently with Bishop Perez after previously submitting 
a letter of resignation from the parish.  This is required by 
Church (Canon) law when a deacon or priest or Bishop 
approaches their 75th birthday.  I will turn 75 in March.

I asked the Bishop’s permission to remain as pastor until 
my 50th anniversary which will be in late May, 2020.  He 
graciously agreed to my request.  

I am blessed with good health at this point in time.  There 
can be “diminishing skills” in the years ahead and if this did 
occur, I would resign.  So please keep me in your prayers.  

The older I get, the faster the days and months go by.  
February 14th is Ash Wednesday and also Valentine’s 
Day.  Thus we begin our journey to Holy Week and the 
Easter Triduum commemorating the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Lent is a time of 
renewal and repentance, a time and opportunity to “turn 
away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel”. 

 I do hope and pray we will all enter into the spirit of this 
sacred season.  We have planned many opportunities during 

Lent for personal prayer, renewal, and reconciliation.  These 
are all publicized here in the Newsletter and in Parish 
Bulletins. Please join us whenever possible.  The Lenten 
evening prayer on Mondays is a wonderful opportunity for 
prayer and reflection in a communal setting.  It is a very 
uplifting and inspiring prayer service.

Please hold in your thoughts and prayers all in our parish 
community who are in need of prayer: the sick, the home 
and nursing homebound, and all who are grieving the loss 
of a loved one.

Please know you will all be in my thoughts and daily 
prayers.  I am very 
blessed to serve with 
you and for you and 
I am very grateful 
for your presence, 
participation, prayers, 
and generosity.

In His Love,

WWW.BASILTHEGREAT.ORG  I  8700 BRECKSVILLE ROAD, BRECKSVILLE, OH 44141  I  440-526-1686

St. BaSil the Great lent /eaSter 2018

“St. Basil the Great is a Faith Community united by love for Jesus Christ, which worships together, 
passes on the Good News, serves the needs of others, and works for peace and justice as a living sign 

of Christ’s presence in our Community.” 



ST. BASIL THE GREAT 2 LENT / EASTER  2018

lent 2018

StationS of 
the CroSS
Walk the way with Christ as

He journeys to the Cross

Fridays during Lent
9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Life Teen Living Stations
7:00 p.m. – Good Friday, March 30

Reconciliation
The forgiveness of our sins is a graced moment in our 
spiritual journey. During the Rite of Penance, after we 
have confessed our sins, received guidance and a penance 
from the priest, we receive a blessing and absolution. In the 
blessing we are reminded that our sins are forgiven through 
the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are 
reminded of how much God loves us and we are challenged 
to do our best to avoid sin and live in God’s love.

All Confessions are in the Church

Diocesan-Wide Confessions
 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

 Wednesday, February 28, 2018
(No evening Mass)

Communal Reconciliation
7:00 p.m. - Wednesday, March 21, 2018

(No evening Mass)
There will be seven priests available.

Individual Reconciliation
6:15 – 6:45 p.m. - Wednesdays

February 21, March 7, 14 and 21  
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. – Saturdays

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. & 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 24

(No Confession Holy Saturday, March 31)

Reconciliation during the Triduum:
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. – Holy Thursday, March 29

10:00 a.m. to 12 Noon – Good Friday, March 30

12 Noon – 9:00 p.m. – Monday
12 Noon – 9:00 p.m. – Tuesday

9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Wednesday
No Adoration on Holy Thursday
No Adoration on Good Friday



Ash Wednesday Masses
February 14, 2018

 7:00 a.m. –  Fr. John 9:00 a.m. – Fr. Dave
 12 Noon – Fr. John 7:00 p.m. – Fr. Walt
Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from 
meat (and items made with meat) on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent. Every person 

between the age of 18 and 59 (beginning of 60th year) 
must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
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Lenten Evening Prayer 

 

Lenten Evening Prayer   
               Mondays in Lent at 7pm in the church        Feb. 19 (Fr. Walt) 

February 26 (Tim Dollard) 

March 5 (Fr. John) 

March 12 (Fr. Dave) 

 

March 19 –Special Tenebrae Service @ 7pm 
 

12 Noon – 9:00 p.m. – Monday
12 Noon – 9:00 p.m. – Tuesday

9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. – Wednesday
No Adoration on Holy Thursday
No Adoration on Good Friday

Eucharistic Adoration 
Schedule for Holy Week

 

MONDAY, MARCH 19 
7:00pm in the Church 
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It’s time to think about making our Lenten resolutions. On Ash Wednesday, 
the Catholic Church, the Orthodox churches, and several other Christian 
communities begin the observances of Lent, the forty days of prayer and 
penance leading up to the Paschal Triduum: Good Friday (beginning with the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on the evening of Holy Thursday), Holy Saturday, and 
Easter Sunday.  Here’s my question:  Are the Lenten sacrifices we take up, like 
giving up fast foods or alcohol, cutting out sweets or meat, offering a daily Holy 
Hour or devotions, or putting money into the Rice Bowl, really that significant?  
Or, are these just old traditions of a bygone, rigid institutional church that fail 
to get to the heart of our personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  The answer 
depends…on you!  Lent is one of the oldest traditions of our Christian faith, stretching all the way back 
to the early Christian communities.  The significance we give it within our modern, busy lives may ebb 
and flow, but its relevance and importance to deepening our faith will never pass away.  Lent is what 
you put into it.  God wants your attention and love, because he loves you (yes, you!).  He gave you his 
only Son, because he wants you to trust in him. Trusting in God includes trusting in the traditions 
of the church, the community of believers tracing its birth from the blood and water flowing from 
Christ’s pierced side on the Cross (Jn 19:34; see St. John Chrysostom) and guided by the Holy Spirit since 
Pentecost (Lk 24:49; Jn 20:19-23; Acts 2:1-4).

Lent has been a vital Christian tradition for centuries.  St. Irenaeus mentions a shorter form of Lent in 
the third century; the current 40-day period began to take shape after the Council of Nicaea in 325.  
The forty days of Lent are analogous to Christ’s period of fasting and temptation in the desert (Mt 
4:1-11), and to the forty years spent by the Israelites wandering in the wilderness after their exodus 
from Egypt, in search of the Promised Land (Bk of Numbers).  It was Pope Saint Gregory the Great in 
the seventh century who established Ash Wednesday as the start of Lent’s forty days (not including 
Sundays) preceding the Triduum. He also made universal the practice of marking the forehead with 
ashes as a sign of our mortality and need for repentance (see Jonah 3:5-7, Rev 11:3).  Originally, Lenten 
practices were quite severe, prohibiting meat and all animal products during the entire 40-day period, as 
a symbol of denial of the “flesh” (our selfish, worldly nature).  Today, the Catholic Church follows fasting 
only on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, with generous exceptions for the young (under 18), sick, and 
older persons (59 and older).  Catholics age fourteen and older are asked to abstain from meat on all the 
Fridays of Lent.  In the Byzantine and Orthodox traditions, more severe fasting is still practiced. 

So, why all the fasting and abstaining during Lent?  Is it simply about avoiding prohibited food and 
denying pleasures?  Some who make jest of Catholic traditions often say so.  Many Catholics seem to 
forget that during Lent the fasting and sacrifices, alone, are not virtues.  Even pagans, athletes, and 
fashion models fast and deny themselves at times.  Over the centuries, the Saints consistently remind us 
that fasting is good only if it is joined with an outlook and desire that render it pleasing to God.   Saint 
Francis de Sales, in a famous Ash Wednesday sermon, preached that the proper purpose of Lenten 
fasting is four-fold:  1) to nourish our spirit by giving up some physical pleasures; 2) to raise our spirit 
closer to God in prayer; 3) to give ourselves more power over selfishness and sin by practicing self-

lenten faStinG anD SaCrifiCeS – 
theY DeSerVe a CloSer looK

By Fr. John Mulhollan



ST. BASIL THE GREAT 5 LENT / EASTER  2018

discipline and acts of virtue; 4) to purify and increase our heart’s desire to please only God.  Thus, we 
fast and make other sacrifices during Lent as ways to grow in awareness of our dependence upon God 
and help us to keep God at the center of lives.

St. Francis de Sales warned his fellow Christians that Lenten fasting and sacrifice are useless if done 
without these proper attitudes, and he gave three conditions that should be followed: 1) fasting should  
encompass the entire person – not just food, but fasting from thoughts, words and actions that are sinful 
or turn us away from loving God and one another; 2) fasting should be humble, not to impress others 
or to win “extra points”;  3) Fasting should be done to please God alone, not ourselves.  For example, 
we often deny ourselves certain foods or give up free time to exercise at the gym, but those activities 
are self-centered and are done for physical health or appearances.  Although we could (and should?) 
pray while at the gym, their main purpose is not to train our spirits to avoid sin, nor to grow in trust 
and reliance upon God.  Fasting and sacrifices in Lent should be joined to our prayer life, as ways to 
more deeply encounter and follow Jesus Christ, who suffered many temptations and ultimately gave his 
earthly life in faithfulness to God the Father, opening up the way for us to share in the Resurrection and 
freedom from sin and death.

We should also keep in mind the communal nature of Lent.  Our fasting and sacrifices should include 
the intention of helping families and communities develop a closer relationship with God, as well.  For 
example, the signing of foreheads with ashes 
on Ash Wednesday is definitely a sign of the 
individual’s need for repentance.  However, 
we need to be aware of social sins.  As Megan 
McKenna, a scripture scholar, writes, “The 
ashes, mixed with the waters of our baptism, 
make good fertilizer; it will help the seeds of 
the gospel take deeper root in us and bring 
forth the fruits, the harvest of justice, peace and 
generosity, as well as bring us back to the true 
worship of God – knowing that our God will 
return the gift, leaving behind a blessing for 
us.” (see Psalm 30:12)  Our fasting and sacrifice 
should include efforts to reconcile the injustices 
and insensitivity to the poor, oppressed, and 
vulnerable in our nation and world. (see Mt 
9:13; 25:40) Many poor and oppressed peoples 
share in a type of Way of the Cross every day.  
We should be in solidarity with them during 
Lent and all year long.

The bottom line is that Lenten fasting and 
sacrifices are gifts, not rigid burdens, that help 
us grow and deepen our trust and faith in the 
Lord as we await his return. (see Mt 9:14-17)
They are worth a closer look as we prepare for 
Ash Wednesday.
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Honduras Mission Update
We continue to install water purification systems primarily in the villages and schools of the parish of St. Francis de Asis.  We 
now have 50 water systems in as many villages and schools.  The majority of these water systems have been donated by 
parishioners of St. Basil.  Thanks to your generosity, we also now have some 250 latrines installed at homes in villages.

One major concern has been making sure the water systems are sustained into the future.  The systems require maintenance, 
repairs, as well as filter cartridge replacements every six months or longer (in some cases).  Thus, we have teamed up with 
the Olancho Aid Foundation.  Olancho Aid is an organization of the Diocese of Juticalpa.  They operate Catholic schools 
from elementary through high school as well as a special school for the developmentally disabled.  They also install water 
purification systems in larger communities. 

We are transitioning our water systems to the oversight of Olancho Aid.  We will continue to collaborate closely with them in 
the future.  Olancho Aid is a well-managed and respected organization with great leadership.  It is a blessing that we have 
been able to team up with them to ensure that the people will have safe drinking water now and in the future.  

We also continue to serve at the Hogar del Ninos (home of the children) orphanage and a nursing home on the same property.  
We help with maintenance, repairs, improvements, and in any way we are able.  The orphanage and nursing home are also 
organizations of the Diocese of Juticalpa.

This summer we will construct a new Chapel that will serve four villages that are the most 
distant from the Parish of San Francisco de Asis.  We will also have a medical team serving in 
several villages providing health care screening and medications for the 
people.  Medications are in great demand as many of the government 
health clinics do not have much, if any, medications to give to people. 
We do work with local doctors and nurses during the medical visits.  
The summer work team is already at capacity.  However, we would 
appreciate additional doctors and nurses.  If you can help with the 
medical team, please contact Joe Vasil at jvasil2@yahoo.com or 
440-838-0586; he can fill you in on the details.  

We have been blessed to serve in Honduras since 1999.  It is a very 
gratifying and inspiring opportunity to serve in a country that is among 
the poorest in the world.  The people are wonderful and incredibly 
grateful for our presence and assistance.  The children will steal your 
heart.

We are truly blessed by the support of the great people of St. Basil 
Parish who make this all possible with their generosity and prayers.

By Fr. Walt
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“Fisher of Men” 
Fr. Walt’s 75th Birthday Celebration! 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Family Life Center 
Fr. Walt has requested in lieu of gifts, parishioners donate to the 

Honduras Mission. (Checks payable to St. Basil Honduras Mission) 
Dinner will be served from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

A brief program will begin at 7:45 p.m. 
Live Music will follow program at 10:00 p.m. 

Cash only beer and wine bar. 

 
 
 

Volunteers are needed to grill, serve food and kitchen help. 
Please contact Kathleen Adams at kadams58@att.net. 

Reservations are needed. Return to parish office ASAP or by March 12 

_________________________________________ 
 

Name___________________________________ 

 

# of adults__________________# of children (ages 10 yrs. and older) _________ 

  

 
	 Have you traveled to Honduras with a St. Basil Mission Team?

We are collecting pictures of the various projects completed by our Honduras 
Mission. Please send 2 or 3 electronic/scanned pictures to Laurie Schroeder 
at ljschro2@aol.com. Photos received after February 19 can not be accepted. 
Thank You!
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A Calm, Friendly 90-minute Conversation about Abortion?  
Impossible!   …….Right?

“This is the place.  Let’s pray before we go in.”  

My wife and I walked in with unusually large smiles meant to convey We are not hostile!  We are happy.  We are nice!   
Within 4 seconds we’d scanned the pub and each of its inhabitants.  Allies?  Opponents?  Beloved of God.  A very nice 
young lady signed us in and handed us nametags.  “Sit at any of the reserved tables.  Read this sheet of discussion 
guidelines and fill out the pre-discussion questionnaire.”  My wife sat at one of the tables.  I sat at a different one.  Gotta 
make sure the Pro-Life position is represented at both tables, I thought.

Instructions on civil dialogue skills:  “Be respectful. . . . listen. . . . don’t jump to conclusions. . . . empathize.”  “Circle on 
this scale where you identify on the spectrum, Pro-Life being 1; Pro-Choice being 7.”   1.

Although I was a little anxious not knowing how this conversation would unfold, I still felt confident and called.  When 
a friend notified us of a monthly social event called “Craft Beer & Conversation”, it sounded interesting.  Each month a 
different bar and a different contemporary issue is chosen, and everyone is invited to respectfully share their beliefs with 
people who disagree.  When I saw that the next month’s topic was “Pro-Life/Pro-Choice”, I knew my wife and I had to go.  
After all, I’ve read and re-read The Unaborted Socrates.  I’ve listened to hours upon hours of “Why Are You Pro-Choice?” 
podcasts where Trent Horn from Catholic Answers Live takes on all comers with charity, respect, and reason.  I’ve read 
how science and embryology point to the humanity of the fetus.  I work at a Catholic Church and my title is Director of 
Evangelization!  If not me, who?  But most of all, I knew that if I didn’t go, maybe no one would be present to be the voice 
for unborn human persons who can’t yet speak.  So I made the decision that I was going to go and be the kindest, most 
logical, most respectful pro-lifer any of these people had ever met.  I would listen attentively.  I would never interrupt.  I 
even consciously decided to treat every man and woman in the bar as if they had personally been involved in an abortion 
in the past, not because that’s likely to be the case, but because I knew it would maximize my compassion and minimize 
my self-righteousness.  These people with whom I might disagree were made in God’s image and Jesus died so they 
could spend eternity with Him in Heaven.  A person supposedly defending human dignity can’t treat an objector like 
garbage!

Time to meet my tablemates: To my left was man in his late 60s.  Although pro-choice for many decades, he slowly 
shifted to pro-life.  Across from me sat a bachelor in his 40s who from the outset classified himself as a very staunch 
libertarian.  I snuck a glance at his paper and saw that he hadn’t marked himself on the 1-7 scale, but he made it clear 
that he thought abortion should remain legal.  To my right was a 25-year old woman who had circled “5”.  After we got 
underway, I learned she was raised Catholic, graduated from a nearby Catholic high school, has since left the Church, 
and identifies as gay.  After the older gentleman shared about his personal evolution, after the libertarian admitted that 
to avoid barbaric anarchy at least a few fundamental rights must be honored and codified, the young woman and I got to 
address each other’s beliefs.  Since the two of us were the most passionate and had the greatest distance between us on 
the scale, the two men just sat back and watched as we shared, questioned, clarified, challenged, and drew meaningful 
distinctions….for over an hour!  

The conversation hit all the major topics, meandered into important tangents, and did so 
with respect and empathy.  It was marvelous!  All disagreements on ultimate issues should 
proceed like this!  By the end we both knew we had been respected and loved.  We were 
clear where we agreed and disagreed and why.  We even traded email addresses.  What a 
breath of fresh air!  What a gift from God for two people to encounter the other as a human 
and not just an opponent!  This is the Culture of Encounter Pope Francis has called for.  I 
don’t know if I changed her mind, but I loved her and I gave her ideas to ponder.  When the 
internet brings out the worst in us, maybe craft beer brings out the best?!?  Much credit to 
the Craft Beer & Conversation group, with new controversial topics each month. 
facebook.com/CraftBeerandConversationCLE         

-Tommy Dome 
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Marlene Bodeker
Margaret Galioto

John and Gina Guzowski & 
Family

Kyle and Mary Beth Kaczmarek 
& Family

Martin and Kelly Lucas & 
Family

Dennis and Donna Domanick & 
Family

Carol Utrup
Charles and Honey Hutchinson

Adam and Melissa Barry & 
Child

Teddi Tyczynski
Gail Hallis-Borovich

Scott and Shelby Zackaroff & 
Child

James Pay
John Kundrach III and Kristin 

Carapucci & Child
Jesse and Megan Dellapina

Daniel and Susan Chermonte & 
Family (Correction)

Beverly Lozori
Bernice Cook

Thomas and Deborah Schuckert
Jonathan and Stephanie Trivett

John and Shannon Stefanko
Mary Anne Duffy

Sam and Pamela Saraniti
Gary Ostry
Gail Sabo

Maggie Dreussi
Joseph and Rebecca Moeller & 

Child
Philip and Karen Arena & 

Family
Erich Karthan
Holly Zingale

Matthew Steinmetz
Christopher and Erica Neuman
Joseph and Jennifer Grandinetti 

& Family

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

~ Sharon Szabo, St. Basil Parishioner

There has never been a more important time to get in touch with our faith. 
We are happy to report that we have had numerous calls from people 
seeking answers to questions about returning to the Catholic Church. We 
would like to give every opportunity for those questions to be answered.

Doesn’t everyone want to come home or welcome someone home who has 
been away?  Our Father in Heaven loves us all and wants to see us home. 
We all know someone, in our families or our circle of friends, who has fallen 
away from the faith.  A personal invitation is the best and most effective way 
to let others know we love them and care about their salvation. 

We offer these outstretched arms in our Catholics Returning Home ministry 
at St. Basil the Great. Catholics Returning Home is a ministry of compassion 
where we welcome those who have been away from the Church, no matter 
what the reason or for how long. We have the Welcome mat ready for all 
who wish to come home.

We have had great success with meeting one-on-one in local areas, coffee 
shops and homes, and these can be arranged at any time.  However, 
our group sessions are scheduled to begin again on Wednesday, April 
4, 2018 each week for six weeks through May 9, 
2018. These sessions are informal and held in a 
group format. We would like to invite anyone who 
is interested to join us. Come to all or part of the 
series. There is no obligation, and perhaps questions 
will be answered.

If you would like more information or answers to 
your questions, please contact Sharon Szabo at 
440-336-4722 or e-mail shasza04@gmail.com.  
Together, let’s begin the journey home! 

InvItIng CatholICs home
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The Dangers of Pornography
by Tim Dollard

It was the summer of 2005. I was twelve years old going into 7th grade. That summer Sony released the PlayStation 
Portable. The ‘PSP’ was the newest and most technologically advanced gaming system ever created. As an avid gamer I 
couldn’t wait to get my hands on it. One of the coolest new features was that the PSP was capable of connecting to the 
internet to play with people online. I remember when one of my best friends got it I couldn’t wait to go over to his house 
to play with it. I was over his house one day, we were watching TV and taking turns playing the PSP, when my friend got 
really excited. “Come here I have to show you this!” I thought he had just beat his high score or something so I glanced 
over at the screen. It wasn’t a video game at all, it was pornography.

93% of boys and 62% of girls are exposed to internet pornography before the age of 181. As in my case, much of this 
exposure is unintentional. First exposure can occur through a friend, an older sibling or simply from internet browsing. 
It is important as a parish community that we protect our children from the dangers and harm of pornography by 
taking practical steps to both prevent exposure and create an atmosphere in which youth are comfortable talking about 
pornography with their parents. So, what are the dangers of pornography and how can you protect your home?

The Dangers of Pornography

Our culture tends to see pornography as a harmless personal choice. However, a lot of research is showing the addictive 
nature of pornography and its effect on the sexual development of our youth. When a child is first exposed to pornography 
chemicals such as dopamine, serotonin and norepinephrine are released into the brain. These chemicals cause a sense of 
euphoria but also leave the brain craving more. Those exposed to pornography and who have easy access to the internet 
will almost always go back. As the viewer uses pornography more frequently the initial euphoria is no longer enough. He 
or she needs to view more explicit content and for a longer period of time. Porn users often get caught up in this cycle of 
addiction which can damage and warp their view of sexuality.

Pornography addiction leads to an inability to form healthy and lasting relationships.  Studies have shown that 
pornography use makes it more difficult to bond with a real person during sexual intercourse. The brain releases bonding 
chemicals while viewing pornography and the user finds themselves bonding with a screen rather than a person.2 
Pornography is also the de facto sex educator of our children. Most children will spend more time viewing pornography 
than they will talking about what healthy relationships look like with parents, teachers or mentors. Pornography teaches 
young men what to expect and young women how to behave. If are not teaching your children about sex and relationships, 
the porn industry is.

Finally, the greatest harm that pornography causes is to our spiritual life. As members of the Church our goal should not 
simply be to teach our children how to form healthy relationships but to show them the path to Heaven. Pornography is 
one of the greatest obstacles that our teens face when it comes to their salvation. Jesus said “But I say to you, everyone 
who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, 
tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your members than to have your whole body thrown into 
Gehenna.” (Mt 5:28-29) Scripture scholars tell us that this is a form of hyperbole however the point remains that to look at 
another person with lust is a very serious and harmful sin. To view another person with lust is to turn them into an object 
for our satisfaction rather than respecting them as made in the image and likeness of God. (Gn 1:27) St. John Paul II said 
“The problem with pornography is not that it shows too much but that is shows too little.” Pornography reduces a person 
to a pleasure-object and fails to reveal and recognize the dignity of each person.

1 “The Nature and Dynamics of Internet Pornography Exposure for Youth” by Chiara Sabina, Janis Wolak, and David 
Finklehor (from Cyber Psychology and Behavior 2006)

2 Josh McDowell, The Porn Phenomenon: The Impact of Pornography in the Digital Age (Ventura, California: Barna Group, 
2016), 97.
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Protecting Your Family

When it comes to protecting your family from the dangers and harmful effects of pornography there are many steps you 
can take. First, be aware of what your children are doing online and how they access the internet. Pornography can be 
accessed through anything that has a browser. This includes computers, laptops, tablets, cell phones, games systems, 
kindles etc. Also be aware of what your teens watch on TV, both at home and at their friends’ houses. Many movies and TV 
shows contain pornographic material.

Second, install filtering and accountability software on your computer and cell phones. There are a lot of different options 
out there but I would recommend Covenant Eyes. Whatever program you choose, it is important that you have filtering 
AND accountability. Teens can get around a filter but with accountability you will get a report of your teen’s internet 
activity so that you will be aware if anything inappropriate got through the filter.

Finally, and most importantly, be the primary teacher when it comes to sexual morality. Talk to your children about 
pornography before they have been exposed. Unfortunately, children are exposed to pornography as early as seven years 
old. You need to talk about the dangers of the internet as soon as you allow them to use a computer. Parents sometime 
object to this idea. “How am I supposed to talk to my 7-year-old about pornography?” We talk about far worse with 
children, such as kidnapping. We don’t go into details; we simply tell them not to talk to strangers. I recommend a book 
titled “Good Pictures, Bad Pictures”; it is an age-appropriate way to talk about pornography with children.
If your children have been exposed to pornography, which unfortunately is almost inevitable, have a conversation about 
it. Make sure they understand the damaging effects of pornography. Make it clear to your children that what they saw in 
pornographic movies is not normal. If you are concerned that your child is addicted, treat it like any other serious addiction 
and seek professional help through a counselor. The bottom line is that this is the first generation that has been exposed 
to this amount of pornography. Parents are facing a new challenge and need get educated on how to protect their home. 
Check out these resources to learn more about how you can protect your home from the dangers of pornography.
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Did you know... that we have a Resurrection Choir that sings every 
funeral mass that comes here to St. Basil’s Church?  Sometimes that’s 5 or 
6 funerals during a week!  

Over 11 years ago, we started our St. Basil Resurrection Choir.  Little by 
little people would join, and before you knew it, we had over 50 people 
in our funeral choir!  It has become a family of wonderful individuals 
who love our Lord, love our people and love each other!    We have the 
original members, but also growing continuously, adding new members 
each year.  

We have lost some of our 50; some have moved, some have become not 
well enough to participate these days, and a few, God bless them, have 
passed.  It is mostly made up of our senior citizens who have the time 
to come to mass during the day and sing for our grieving families.  We 
usually get 15 to 20 people each time, which is a wonderful!  

These past few weeks, during the winter, and we all know how cold it 
did get, we ended up with many funeral masses.  I really didn’t think we 
would have many singers because of the below freezing digits that we 
had.  One by one they walked into the church, like it was a bright and 
sunny day, never complaining, always smiling and ready to sing.  They 
fill my soul with His love and presence!

These are the kinds of things that teach me here at St. Basil’s every day. 
Our wonderful choir is committed….committed to Christ.  The service 
that they do is beyond words.  I continually get cards from parishioners 
saying how the choir helped to console them during their mass or service.

God bless them all, Lord, and thank you for giving us 
some of your angels to help us!!  May we sing always with 
hearts open to your presence and your power ♥
If possibly this touched you, and you 
might be interested in joining our choir, 
just send me an email or contact me, 
Nancy Jovanov, at the church. Our door 
is always open;, the songs you already 
know and love, and you sing them over 
and over and over!  

Miled AlbAiny, M.d.
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Ted “TAdz” slusARczyk

Anne MARie o’donnell
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edwARd MAceyko sR.
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RichARd hudAk
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Ann cAlo

Joseph lupicA

RonAld GAniM

RichARd koTAlik

bRuno kowAlewski

donnA GAlik

bRenT RAMeR

Genevieve kRenT

RobeRT FlAheRTy

AnThony Rundo

Anne bush

donnA MAlloy

iRene husAk
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Joseph sARA 
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St. Basil Cancer Support Ministry
The diagnosis of cancer sends patients and families on a journey of 
physical, emotional and spiritual pain.  The flood of emotions can 
affect your faith and prayer life in many different ways – from serious 
doubts to a renewed reliance on God and prayer. Your fears and 
anxieties or your hope for strength and healing can be shared with 
others and you do not have to “go it alone.” 

The National Cancer Institute estimates that each year nearly 
1,600,000 people are diagnosed with some form of cancer. Half of 
those diagnosed this year will continue to live full lives.  Some will 
be completely cured. Others will go into remission or survive for 
many years with improved treatments that control the disease and 
the symptoms. 

The St Basil Cancer Support Ministry offers individuals and family 
members at any point in the cancer journey an opportunity to be with 
others with similar experiences. 

The St. Basil Cancer Support Ministry is a faith-based group.  We 
provide a safe space for sharing challenges, hopes, and comfort for 
anyone affected by cancer as a patient or a family member. All are 
invited to attend. New participants are always welcome.

With the help of our Catholic Christian faith, the consoling words of 
Scripture and the intercession of the saints, we meet monthly to pray 
together, share stories, listen, and encourage one another. 

We invite you to join us for the next gatherings in the Parish Office 
Pieta Room on February 11, March 11, and April 8, 2018.

For more information or to register to join in this Ministry please 
call Carolyn Lehman at 216-401-4350.

After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have stopped coming, most of the people around you return to their normal lives.  
But your grief continues and you feel alone.  Whether your loss is a family member or a good friend, Grief Share can help you 
heal.  You’ll meet other people who understand your hurts, emotions, and painful experiences.  You’ll receive practical information 
from the DVD videos, which feature top experts on grief recovery subjects, and case studies of people just like you, who have been 
through the grief experience.  You’ll also have the opportunity to tell your story, but there’s never any pressure to do so.  It doesn’t 
matter if your loss is recent, or in the past:  Grief Share can help!

The first session will be Saturday, February 24th, at 3:00pm in Room 7 of the Education Center.  You’ll find more 
information in the Grief Share brochure, which is in the pamphlet racks in the Church or Rectory vestibules.  To register, contact Mary 
Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com, or 440-792-4721.

support and encouragement for your grief journey.Grief Share
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St. Basil the Great - Gifts of the Spirit (GOTS) Women’s Ministry 

GOTS has proven to be a highly requested, well-attended and much appreciated 
women’s ministry that has recently entered its fourth year! This women’s 
speaker/breakfast is held on a quarterly basis on Sunday mornings at St. Basil the 
Great. The mission of the ministry is to provide a way that women of all ages can be 
awakened to the Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage discipleship and 
nurturing of their faith. Each session brings a diverse group of women from nearby 
parishes together (average of 90-130 per event) for a spiritual, joyful, interactive and 
motivational morning!  

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, Father 
Walt Jenne, Brooke Taylor (95.5 the Fish), Treva Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam, Fr. Kevin 
Shemuga, Professor Jeanne Colleran, Deacon Lou Primozic, and most recently Karen 
Coyne Volpe and Fr. Damian Ference. 

 
 
On December 6th, our next speaker will be Dorene Miller, President and CEO of Mission 
Possible A to Z, a charitable non-profit corporation she founded in 2006. The mission 
exists to improve the lives of the people of Zambia through sustainable initiatives in the 
areas of clean water, education and agriculture. All Dorene's personal involvement and 
expenses for this are volunteered, similar to the people who staff our Honduran mission 
efforts. Dorene will explain how she was called by the Holy Spirit to start this mission in 
her presentation "Hit by a Brick." 

Check bulletin for registration details or go to www.basilthegreat.org and type GOTS in 
the “search” area.  

Save the date for the following GOTS speaker/breakfast: March 13, 2016 – JJ Di 
Geronimo, President of Purposeful Women and Tech Savvy Women. 
___________________________________________________________________. 

 
 

Our women’s ministry hopes to expand and attract new 
sisters in Christ as well as see familiar returning faces to 
our fulfilling program! This women’s speaker/breakfast is 
held quarterly on Sunday mornings at St. Basil the Great 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The mission of the ministry is 
to provide a way that women of all ages can be awakened 
to the Holy Spirit present in their lives and to encourage 
discipleship and nurturing of their faith. Each session brings 
a diverse group of women from many nearby areas (average 
of 90-130 per event) for a spiritual, joyful, interactive, and 
motivational morning!

SAVE THE DATES: March 4 and June 3

March 4 – “Called to Serve God”
Susan Ferarro Smith, Esq. will be the featured speaker at 
the women’s breakfast on March 4.  Susan is the former 
President of the Christ Child Society in Cleveland.  For 100 
years, the Christ Child Society of Cleveland has worked 
to meet the needs of children in the Greater Cleveland 
community by serving thousands of children annually 
through nine programs and through the generous volunteer 
support of their members. Susan will speak about the role 
that the Holy Spirit played when God challenged her to 
become more involved in His work.

June 3
Our own Nancy Jovanov, Director of Music Ministry, will 
speak to us in June about her calling to this ministry.  
Nancy and her daughter, Stephanie, have provided us with 
outstanding spiritual music since 2006.  It’s often said that 
their music ministry is the best we have ever had at St. Basil’s. 
We are truly blessed to have them! In addition to her musical 
talent, Nancy is also very spiritual in both her personal and 
professional life.  Learn how this talented woman found the 
calling to be a spiritual musical leader. 

Registration: Check the February bulletin for registration 
details for our March event or go to www.basilthegreat.
org and type GOTS in the “search” area. You can also make 
a reservation by contacting Phyllis Damico at pmdamico1@
gmailcom.  Registration for the June event will open in May. 

SEEKING AN ANNULMENT?

Terry Shawhan, D. Min., retired from the Diocesan Tribunal 
where she worked on Declartions of Invalidity of Marriage 
(annulments). She is now available at the parish to work 

with parishioners who wish to petition for an annulment. 
Please contact her at the parish office at: 440-526-1686.

St. Basil the Great
Gifts of the Spirit (GOTS) 

Women’s Ministry
Divine Mercy Sunday 

The Feast of Mercy 

St. Basil the Great 
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 

“I desire that the Feast of Mercy  
be a refuge and shelter for all souls,  

and especially for poor sinners.  
 

On that day the very depths of  
My tender mercy are open.” 

St. Basil the Great 
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 

“I desire that the Feast of Mercy  
be a refuge and shelter for all souls,  

and especially for poor sinners.  
 

On that day the very depths of  
My tender mercy are open.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

The Feast of Mercy 

“I desire that the Feast of Mercy  
be a refuge and shelter for all souls,  

and especially for poor sinners.  
  

On that day the very depths of  
My tender mercy are open.” 

  
Diary #699  

  
  

Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament; 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy;  

Reading from the Diary of St. Faustina  
  

St. Basil the Great 
Divine Mercy Holy Hour 

  
Sunday, April 8, 2018 

3:00 - 4:00 pm 



Vincent Luke Fusco
Nora Anjanelle Goebel
Samuel Joseph Towne

Dominic James Shedron
Julia Adele Parsons
Ariana Marie Martin
Louise Claire Banda

Connor James Shuster
Victor Thomas Appenzeller

Coraline Christine Ujek
Dylan Anthony Worch
Sophia Grace Fisher

Logan Lee Bean
Mila Rae Sookoo

Seth Richard Wayne
Mitchell George Douglas
Luca Anthony Altobelli

Shane Jolen Jatsek
Jesse Charles Oberlander

Liza Jane Buntura
Daniel Joseph Maher

Ariana Galina Naydyuk

BaptizedNEWLY

CHILDREN

We are looking for 
volunteers to staff our 

program, which is tentatively 
scheduled for mid-July.  

Please contact Mary Ann 
Webb at mawpsr@aol.com 
or 440-792-4721 for more 

information!

VaCation BiBle 
SChool neeDS 

Your help!

Summer School Lent Reunion
March 11th:  1:15pm - 2:45pm

Second Grade Retreat
Saturday, April 14th  - 1:00pm

Last PSR Gr. 1-8 Classes
Sunday/Monday/Tuesday May 6th - 8th

Group First Communions
Saturday, May 12th - 2:00pm
Sunday, May 20th - 2:00pm

Summer School Gr. 4-8
Weeks of June 11th & 18th, with registration after Easter

Vacation Bible School
TENTATIVELY

July 9th  - 13th with registration mid-May 

PSR Important Dates
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Can You Help?
We need additional volunteers 
for three ministries:  the Funeral 
Lunch teams (including bakers), 
the Coffee & Donut Sunday 
teams, and the Greeters, 
who welcome people to the 
weekend Masses.

For more information about 
these opportunities for 
involvement, or to volunteer, 
please contact Mary Ann 
Webb at 440-792-4721 or 
mawpsr@aol.com.  Please 
consider being a part of these 
ministries of hospitality!

Welcome

INVITATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

WWW.STMICHAELSCHOOLINFO.COM/GALA 
Download your Invite and RSVP Card and return to us by March 30th.

Prefer a hard copy? Limited quantity are available at the Rectory.

QUESTIONS: EMAIL GALA@STMICHAELSCHOOLINFO.COM

Join Us FOR AN EVENING OF EXCELLENCEThe St. Michael Angel Gala celebration will bring together parents, alumni, family 

and friends of St. Michael for a spectacular evening dedicated to raising funds 

to benefit and improve the school campuses, as well as the student experience. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will allow us to update the security system for the 

Main Campus, make capital improvements to the lavatories, and provide general 

operating support to St. Michael School. With your help, we can do so much.

Please join us, our partners and business and community leaders on this special 

night that features dinner, award presentations, live + silent auctions, and after-party 

dancing. See you there!

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018
Embassy Suites Cleveland - Rockside

5800 Rockside Woods Blvd N | Independence, OH 441316:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Auction Item & Bidding Preview | Wine Tasting | Gathering Area7:15 PMDinner | Ballroom

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Gala, Award Presentations and Auctions | Ballroom9:00 PM - 11:00 PM DJ and Dancing

Also HonoringMr. Wesley Gaab
Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1937

 Independence Historian, Author, Teacher and EducatorDr. Raymond Onders, MD, FACS 
Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

Chief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery,  

Remen Chair in Surgical Innovation
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center

Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
EVENING ATTIRE | RSVP BY FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH

angel
st. michael school

Enjoy an Evening of Excellence to benefit St. Michael School

WAYS TO SUPPORT THE  
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL ANGEL GALA1. Attend the Event (Complete enclosed RSVP card. Tickets $100 per person)

2. Consider a Corporate Sponsorship (See enclosed card for details)

3. Purchase or solicit a Program Ad (See enclosed card for details)

4. Provide or solicit Auction Items (See enclosed card for details)

5800 Rockside Woods Blvd N | Independence, OH 44131Auction Item & Bidding Preview | Wine Tasting | Gathering Area

Gala, Award Presentations and Auctions | Ballroom

Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1937

 Independence Historian, Author, Teacher and Educator Raymond OndersDistinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

 Raymond OndersDistinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

 Raymond OndersChief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

Please email print-ready artwork for ads to
 gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com 

by Friday, March 30, 2018.

GUESTS: Please list number of guests according to sponsorship level
1.         
2.         
3.         
4.         
5.         
6.         
7.         
8.         
9.         
10.         

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
 ◯ Presenting Sponsor ($10,000)  

Highlighted as a premier sponsor on all communications, Half page ad in St. Michael Messenger, Full page ad in event 
program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Banner logo and link in gala emails, 
Social media recognition, Verbal recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Platinum Sponsor ($5,000) 
Highlighted as a premier sponsor on all communications, Banner ad in St. Michael Messenger, Half page ad in event 
program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 
media recognition, Verbal recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Gold Sponsor ($3,500) 
Name in St. Michael Messenger, Quarter page ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link 
on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo 
and link in gala emails, Social media recognition, Logo recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Silver Sponsor ($2,500) 
Business Card ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and 
link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 
media recognition, Logo recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Bronze Sponsor ($1,000) 
Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 2 Tickets, Logo and link in gala emails, 
Social media recognition, Name recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

Please print neatly

Chief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery, 
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center

Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
EVENING ATTIRE | 

Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

Chief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery, 

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

Highlighted as a premier sponsor on all communications, Half page ad in St. Michael Messenger, Full page ad in event 
program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Banner logo and link in gala emails, 

program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 

Name in St. Michael Messenger, Quarter page ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link 
on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo 

Business Card ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and 
link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT

Please email print-ready artwork for ads, BY FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH  to

 gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com

PROGRAM AD SIZE
 ◯ $250 Full-page, black-and-white advertisement 4.5 x 7.5” 
 ◯ $150 Half-page, black-and-white advertisement 4.5 x 3.75”
 ◯ $75 Quarter-page, black-and-white advertisement 2.25 x 3.75”  

  Ad information is enclosed   Ad information will be submitted via email 
  Please Contact me regarding ad information

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name:         

Contact:         

Address:         

Cell:         

Email:         

Company Website:        

PAYMENT INFORMATION:

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:       

 ◯ Check enclosed (payable to St. Michael School, Memo: SMS Angel Gala)

 ◯  I           

authorize St Michael to use my credit card for agreed upon amount. 

VISA    ◯  MasterCard      AMEX        Discover 

Name on card:        

Account #:        

Expiration Date:            /           3-digit code:    

Signature:         

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program

Please print name neatly

EVENING ATTIRE | 
EVENING ATTIRE | 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

SILENT AUCTION DONATION
VALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION
Detailed Description        Fair Market Value $ 
1.          $  
2.          $  
3.          $  
4.          $  
5.          $  

TOTAL DONATION VALUE:         $  

Can this/these item(s) be exchanged or transferred?     
Are there any legal or time restrictions?      
Additional Comments:        

CONTACT INFORMATION
Donor/Company Name:       
Contact Person (If different from above):      
Title:         
Address:         
City/State/Zip:        
Phone:      Email:      

DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION 
Owner will transfer event tickets to winner of auction item 
Enclosed, please find my gift card, gift certificate, or donor’s letter for redemption 
Items will be delivered to St. Michael Campus on or by (date)    

CONFIRMATION
I confirm the above information is correct Signature of Donor:    

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

VALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTIONVALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION
Detailed Description        Fair Market Value $ 
1.          $  
2.          $  
3.          $  
4.          $  
5.          $  

TOTAL DONATION VALUE:         $  

Can this/these item(s) be exchanged or transferred?     
Are there any legal or time restrictions?      
Additional Comments:        

CONTACT INFORMATION
Donor/Company Name:       
Contact Person (If different from above):      
Title:         
Address:         
City/State/Zip:        
Phone:      Email:      

DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION 
Owner will transfer event tickets to winner of auction item 
Enclosed, please find my gift card, gift certificate, or donor’s letter for redemption 
Items will be delivered to St. Michael Campus on or by (date)    

CONFIRMATION
I confirm the above information is correct Signature of Donor:    

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program      Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program      

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

RSVP CARD
TICKET INFORMATION

 ◯ Individual Ticket ($100 per ticket)  _________# of tickets

 ◯ Table of Ten ($1,000 per table)

 ◯ I am interested in a Corporate Sponsorship Level (see back):    

 ◯ Sponsor a Teacher’s Attendance ($60)

 ◯ I/we are unable to attend, but would like to make a gift of $    

 ◯ I/we are unable to attend, but would like to donate an auction item (please indicate details on  

the enclosed auction card)        

 ◯ **Special Dietary Restrictions:       

        

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:         

Contact:         

Address:         

Cell:         

Email:         

PAYMENT INFORMATION

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:       

 ◯ Check enclosed (payable to St. Michael School, Memo: SMS Angel Gala)

 ◯  I           

authorize St Michael to use my credit card for agreed upon amount. 

VISA    ◯  MasterCard      AMEX        Discover 

Name on card:        

Account #:        

Expiration Date:            /           3-digit code:    

Signature:        

Please print neatly

Please print name neatly

An Evening of Excellence
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

INVITATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

WWW.STMICHAELSCHOOLINFO.COM/GALA 
Download your Invite and RSVP Card and return to us by March 30th.

Prefer a hard copy? Limited quantity are available at the Rectory.

QUESTIONS: EMAIL GALA@STMICHAELSCHOOLINFO.COM

Join Us FOR AN EVENING OF EXCELLENCEThe St. Michael Angel Gala celebration will bring together parents, alumni, family 

and friends of St. Michael for a spectacular evening dedicated to raising funds 

to benefit and improve the school campuses, as well as the student experience. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will allow us to update the security system for the 

Main Campus, make capital improvements to the lavatories, and provide general 

operating support to St. Michael School. With your help, we can do so much.

Please join us, our partners and business and community leaders on this special 

night that features dinner, award presentations, live + silent auctions, and after-party 

dancing. See you there!

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2018
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5800 Rockside Woods Blvd N | Independence, OH 441316:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Auction Item & Bidding Preview | Wine Tasting | Gathering Area7:15 PMDinner | Ballroom

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Gala, Award Presentations and Auctions | Ballroom9:00 PM - 11:00 PM DJ and Dancing

Also HonoringMr. Wesley Gaab
Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1937

 Independence Historian, Author, Teacher and EducatorDr. Raymond Onders, MD, FACS 
Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

Chief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery,  

Remen Chair in Surgical Innovation
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center

Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine
EVENING ATTIRE | RSVP BY FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH
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Enjoy an Evening of Excellence to benefit St. Michael School

WAYS TO SUPPORT THE  
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL ANGEL GALA1. Attend the Event (Complete enclosed RSVP card. Tickets $100 per person)

2. Consider a Corporate Sponsorship (See enclosed card for details)

3. Purchase or solicit a Program Ad (See enclosed card for details)

4. Provide or solicit Auction Items (See enclosed card for details)

5800 Rockside Woods Blvd N | Independence, OH 44131Auction Item & Bidding Preview | Wine Tasting | Gathering Area

Gala, Award Presentations and Auctions | Ballroom

Distinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1937

 Independence Historian, Author, Teacher and Educator Raymond OndersDistinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

 Raymond OndersDistinguished Alumni Award | Class of 1978

 Raymond OndersChief of General and Gastrointestinal Surgery, Professor of Surgery, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

Please email print-ready artwork for ads to
 gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com 

by Friday, March 30, 2018.

GUESTS: Please list number of guests according to sponsorship level
1.         
2.         
3.         
4.         
5.         
6.         
7.         
8.         
9.         
10.         

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
 ◯ Presenting Sponsor ($10,000)  

Highlighted as a premier sponsor on all communications, Half page ad in St. Michael Messenger, Full page ad in event 
program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Banner logo and link in gala emails, 
Social media recognition, Verbal recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Platinum Sponsor ($5,000) 
Highlighted as a premier sponsor on all communications, Banner ad in St. Michael Messenger, Half page ad in event 
program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 
media recognition, Verbal recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Gold Sponsor ($3,500) 
Name in St. Michael Messenger, Quarter page ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link 
on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo 
and link in gala emails, Social media recognition, Logo recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Silver Sponsor ($2,500) 
Business Card ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and 
link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 
media recognition, Logo recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.

 ◯ Bronze Sponsor ($1,000) 
Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 2 Tickets, Logo and link in gala emails, 
Social media recognition, Name recognition during event, Logo and link in post event email.
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Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Banner logo and link in gala emails, 

program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, 
Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten priority dinner seating, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 

Name in St. Michael Messenger, Quarter page ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link 
on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo 

Business Card ad in event program, Featured on all promotional materials, Logo and link on SMS e-Newsletter, Logo and 
link on Event website, Name acknowledge in Honor Roll of Donors, 1 Table of Ten, Logo and link in gala emails, Social 

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT

Please email print-ready artwork for ads, BY FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH  to

 gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com

PROGRAM AD SIZE
 ◯ $250 Full-page, black-and-white advertisement 4.5 x 7.5” 
 ◯ $150 Half-page, black-and-white advertisement 4.5 x 3.75”
 ◯ $75 Quarter-page, black-and-white advertisement 2.25 x 3.75”  

  Ad information is enclosed   Ad information will be submitted via email 
  Please Contact me regarding ad information

CONTACT INFORMATION
Name:         

Contact:         

Address:         

Cell:         

Email:         

Company Website:        

PAYMENT INFORMATION:

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:       

 ◯ Check enclosed (payable to St. Michael School, Memo: SMS Angel Gala)

 ◯  I           

authorize St Michael to use my credit card for agreed upon amount. 

VISA    ◯  MasterCard      AMEX        Discover 

Name on card:        

Account #:        

Expiration Date:            /           3-digit code:    

Signature:         

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program

Please print name neatly

EVENING ATTIRE | 
EVENING ATTIRE | 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

SILENT AUCTION DONATION
VALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION
Detailed Description        Fair Market Value $ 
1.          $  
2.          $  
3.          $  
4.          $  
5.          $  

TOTAL DONATION VALUE:         $  

Can this/these item(s) be exchanged or transferred?     
Are there any legal or time restrictions?      
Additional Comments:        

CONTACT INFORMATION
Donor/Company Name:       
Contact Person (If different from above):      
Title:         
Address:         
City/State/Zip:        
Phone:      Email:      

DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION 
Owner will transfer event tickets to winner of auction item 
Enclosed, please find my gift card, gift certificate, or donor’s letter for redemption 
Items will be delivered to St. Michael Campus on or by (date)    

CONFIRMATION
I confirm the above information is correct Signature of Donor:    

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

VALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTIONVALUE AND DESCRIPTION OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION
Detailed Description        Fair Market Value $ 
1.          $  
2.          $  
3.          $  
4.          $  
5.          $  

TOTAL DONATION VALUE:         $  

Can this/these item(s) be exchanged or transferred?     
Are there any legal or time restrictions?      
Additional Comments:        

CONTACT INFORMATION
Donor/Company Name:       
Contact Person (If different from above):      
Title:         
Address:         
City/State/Zip:        
Phone:      Email:      

DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION DELIVERY OF ITEM(S) DONATED FOR AUCTION 
Owner will transfer event tickets to winner of auction item 
Enclosed, please find my gift card, gift certificate, or donor’s letter for redemption 
Items will be delivered to St. Michael Campus on or by (date)    

CONFIRMATION
I confirm the above information is correct Signature of Donor:    

Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program      Please print name as you wish it to appear in the program      

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
gala@stmichaelschoolinfo.com or visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com/gala

St. Michael School | 6906 Chestnut Road | Independence, Ohio 44131

RSVP CARD
TICKET INFORMATION

 ◯ Individual Ticket ($100 per ticket)  _________# of tickets

 ◯ Table of Ten ($1,000 per table)

 ◯ I am interested in a Corporate Sponsorship Level (see back):    

 ◯ Sponsor a Teacher’s Attendance ($60)

 ◯ I/we are unable to attend, but would like to make a gift of $    

 ◯ I/we are unable to attend, but would like to donate an auction item (please indicate details on  

the enclosed auction card)        

 ◯ **Special Dietary Restrictions:       

        

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:         

Contact:         

Address:         

Cell:         

Email:         

PAYMENT INFORMATION

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE:       

 ◯ Check enclosed (payable to St. Michael School, Memo: SMS Angel Gala)

 ◯  I           

authorize St Michael to use my credit card for agreed upon amount. 

VISA    ◯  MasterCard      AMEX        Discover 

Name on card:        

Account #:        

Expiration Date:            /           3-digit code:    

Signature:        

Please print neatly

Please print name neatly

An Evening of Excellence
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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WALK THROUGH 
WEDNESDAYS

March 14, 2018
from 9:30-11 am

There will be classroom 
observations, question/answer 

session, and refreshments.  Children 
are welcome to come with their 

parents.  The St. Basil Campus of 
St. Michael School offers preschool 

(3 and 4 year old program), Jr. 
Kindergarten (young 5’s), full day 

kindergarten, and first grade.  
Children learn in a Christ-center 

environment with hands-on learning 
in all core subjects.  Beginning in 

preschool, students are involved in 
the arts, music, computer education, 

as well as Spanish lessons.   
Please RSVP to 440/717-0398.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

@sms_blueangels

Forming Intentional Disciples: St. Michael - St. Basil the Great Partnership

REGISTRATION UNDERWAY FOR 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR 
Registration for the 2018-19 school year continues at St. Michael School.  Students 
transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register at the main campus. 
Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, and Kindergarten registration is at the St. Basil campus.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL SALUTES OUR FAMILIES OF THE MONTH  . . .
Ciccolini Family Ziccardi Family Galluci Family

Polzella Family
“SMS has rigorous, structured academics based on 
the Common Core and STEM. They actually go above 
and beyond other schools by incorporating art and 
religion into STEM.  St. Michael School is faith-based, 
not only teaching our children about the Catholic faith, 
but also about character education – such as respect, 
responsibility, and kindness,” said Angelo and Diane 
Polzella. “The students work with a tremendous variety 
of technology, like Smart Boards, laptops, desktops, 
Chromebooks, iPads, and the school-wide broadcast 
program.”

“SMS has given our family faith-
based building blocks to help us 
navigate through our journeys 
in this crazy world,” said Kelly 
and Joe Galluci.  “We love that 
the kids go to Mass every week 
(in addition to Sundays). And, 
they learn every day how God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are in 
our lives.  These are seeds that 
will grow for a lifetime and this is 
priceless. We love  
the fact that we can  
openly talk about Jesus 
and that we can say 
proudly ‘Merry Christmas’ 
unlike other schools.  
Additionally, the dress 
code is awesome.  
Uniforms are perfect for  
three girls.”

“We are proud to be an SMS 
family because of the focus on 
faith-based educational practices,” 
said Mike and Elissa Ziccardi. “In 
addition to teaching our children 
to care for others with kindness, 
the school values service to 
others as demonstrated in the 
classrooms, weekly Mass, and many 
extracurricular activities. Our kids 
feel safe and supported, and are 
challenged daily by compassionate 
educators. Friendships and 
opportunities provided by the 
school are valued educational 
features. This has made our children 
more willing to try new things and 
to involve and encourage others 
that may be trying something for 
the first time, whether it’s a school-
sponsored club or a CYO sport.”

“The leadership at SMS 
sets the tone for a positive, 
respectful, structured, and 
nurturing environment 
conductive to learning 
and growth,” said Ignazio 
and Kathleen Ciccolini. 
“When we drop off Angelo 
and Carmela at SMS, they 
continue in faith, values, 
and expected behaviors 
toward self and others in 
line with our own.”

Frank Family

“We chose SMS because of the 
desire for a faith-based education 
and a Catholic School where our 
daughter could receive her sacra-
ments,” said Jim and Holly Frank. 
“We are proud of small class sizes, 
individual attention from teachers 
who care, respectful students and 
great families, and PTU and CYO 
sports programs.”

WALK THROUGH 
WEDNESDAYS

March 14, 2018
from 9:30-11 am

There will be classroom 
observations, question/answer 

session, and refreshments.  Children 
are welcome to come with their 

parents.  The St. Basil Campus of 
St. Michael School offers preschool 

(3 and 4 year old program), Jr. 
Kindergarten (young 5’s), full day 

kindergarten, and first grade.  
Children learn in a Christ-center 

environment with hands-on learning 
in all core subjects.  Beginning in 

preschool, students are involved in 
the arts, music, computer education, 

as well as Spanish lessons.   
Please RSVP to 440/717-0398.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

@sms_blueangels

Forming Intentional Disciples: St. Michael - St. Basil the Great Partnership

REGISTRATION UNDERWAY FOR 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR 
Registration for the 2018-19 school year continues at St. Michael School.  Students 
transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register at the main campus. 
Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, and Kindergarten registration is at the St. Basil campus.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL SALUTES OUR FAMILIES OF THE MONTH  . . .
Ciccolini Family Ziccardi Family Galluci Family

Polzella Family
“SMS has rigorous, structured academics based on 
the Common Core and STEM. They actually go above 
and beyond other schools by incorporating art and 
religion into STEM.  St. Michael School is faith-based, 
not only teaching our children about the Catholic faith, 
but also about character education – such as respect, 
responsibility, and kindness,” said Angelo and Diane 
Polzella. “The students work with a tremendous variety 
of technology, like Smart Boards, laptops, desktops, 
Chromebooks, iPads, and the school-wide broadcast 
program.”

“SMS has given our family faith-
based building blocks to help us 
navigate through our journeys 
in this crazy world,” said Kelly 
and Joe Galluci.  “We love that 
the kids go to Mass every week 
(in addition to Sundays). And, 
they learn every day how God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are in 
our lives.  These are seeds that 
will grow for a lifetime and this is 
priceless. We love  
the fact that we can  
openly talk about Jesus 
and that we can say 
proudly ‘Merry Christmas’ 
unlike other schools.  
Additionally, the dress 
code is awesome.  
Uniforms are perfect for  
three girls.”

“We are proud to be an SMS 
family because of the focus on 
faith-based educational practices,” 
said Mike and Elissa Ziccardi. “In 
addition to teaching our children 
to care for others with kindness, 
the school values service to 
others as demonstrated in the 
classrooms, weekly Mass, and many 
extracurricular activities. Our kids 
feel safe and supported, and are 
challenged daily by compassionate 
educators. Friendships and 
opportunities provided by the 
school are valued educational 
features. This has made our children 
more willing to try new things and 
to involve and encourage others 
that may be trying something for 
the first time, whether it’s a school-
sponsored club or a CYO sport.”

“The leadership at SMS 
sets the tone for a positive, 
respectful, structured, and 
nurturing environment 
conductive to learning 
and growth,” said Ignazio 
and Kathleen Ciccolini. 
“When we drop off Angelo 
and Carmela at SMS, they 
continue in faith, values, 
and expected behaviors 
toward self and others in 
line with our own.”

Frank Family

“We chose SMS because of the 
desire for a faith-based education 
and a Catholic School where our 
daughter could receive her sacra-
ments,” said Jim and Holly Frank. 
“We are proud of small class sizes, 
individual attention from teachers 
who care, respectful students and 
great families, and PTU and CYO 
sports programs.”

WALK THROUGH 
WEDNESDAYS

March 14, 2018
from 9:30-11 am

There will be classroom 
observations, question/answer 

session, and refreshments.  Children 
are welcome to come with their 

parents.  The St. Basil Campus of 
St. Michael School offers preschool 

(3 and 4 year old program), Jr. 
Kindergarten (young 5’s), full day 

kindergarten, and first grade.  
Children learn in a Christ-center 

environment with hands-on learning 
in all core subjects.  Beginning in 

preschool, students are involved in 
the arts, music, computer education, 

as well as Spanish lessons.   
Please RSVP to 440/717-0398.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

@sms_blueangels

Forming Intentional Disciples: St. Michael - St. Basil the Great Partnership

REGISTRATION UNDERWAY FOR 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR 
Registration for the 2018-19 school year continues at St. Michael School.  Students 
transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register at the main campus. 
Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, and Kindergarten registration is at the St. Basil campus.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL SALUTES OUR FAMILIES OF THE MONTH  . . .
Ciccolini Family Ziccardi Family Galluci Family

Polzella Family
“SMS has rigorous, structured academics based on 
the Common Core and STEM. They actually go above 
and beyond other schools by incorporating art and 
religion into STEM.  St. Michael School is faith-based, 
not only teaching our children about the Catholic faith, 
but also about character education – such as respect, 
responsibility, and kindness,” said Angelo and Diane 
Polzella. “The students work with a tremendous variety 
of technology, like Smart Boards, laptops, desktops, 
Chromebooks, iPads, and the school-wide broadcast 
program.”

“SMS has given our family faith-
based building blocks to help us 
navigate through our journeys 
in this crazy world,” said Kelly 
and Joe Galluci.  “We love that 
the kids go to Mass every week 
(in addition to Sundays). And, 
they learn every day how God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are in 
our lives.  These are seeds that 
will grow for a lifetime and this is 
priceless. We love  
the fact that we can  
openly talk about Jesus 
and that we can say 
proudly ‘Merry Christmas’ 
unlike other schools.  
Additionally, the dress 
code is awesome.  
Uniforms are perfect for  
three girls.”

“We are proud to be an SMS 
family because of the focus on 
faith-based educational practices,” 
said Mike and Elissa Ziccardi. “In 
addition to teaching our children 
to care for others with kindness, 
the school values service to 
others as demonstrated in the 
classrooms, weekly Mass, and many 
extracurricular activities. Our kids 
feel safe and supported, and are 
challenged daily by compassionate 
educators. Friendships and 
opportunities provided by the 
school are valued educational 
features. This has made our children 
more willing to try new things and 
to involve and encourage others 
that may be trying something for 
the first time, whether it’s a school-
sponsored club or a CYO sport.”

“The leadership at SMS 
sets the tone for a positive, 
respectful, structured, and 
nurturing environment 
conductive to learning 
and growth,” said Ignazio 
and Kathleen Ciccolini. 
“When we drop off Angelo 
and Carmela at SMS, they 
continue in faith, values, 
and expected behaviors 
toward self and others in 
line with our own.”

Frank Family

“We chose SMS because of the 
desire for a faith-based education 
and a Catholic School where our 
daughter could receive her sacra-
ments,” said Jim and Holly Frank. 
“We are proud of small class sizes, 
individual attention from teachers 
who care, respectful students and 
great families, and PTU and CYO 
sports programs.”

WALK THROUGH 
WEDNESDAYS

March 14, 2018
from 9:30-11:00 am

There will be classroom 
observations, question/answer 

session, and refreshments.  Children 
are welcome to come with their 

parents.  The St. Basil Campus of 
St. Michael School offers preschool 

(3 and 4 year old program), Jr. 
Kindergarten (young 5’s), full day 

Children learn in a Christ-center 
environment with hands-on learning 

in all core subjects.  Beginning in 
preschool, students are involved in 

the arts, music, computer education, 
as well as Spanish lessons.   

Please RSVP to 440/717-0398.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

 



Holy Week and Easter 2018
Palm Sunday Masses- March 24 and 25
5:00pm - Saturday
7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 12 Noon & 5:30pm - Sunday
(Return Lenten coin cups to Rectory Office)

Holy Thursday - March 29
8:00am - Morning Prayer
3:00pm-5:00pm - Confessions
7:00pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper
10:00pm - Chaplet of Divine Mercy & Reposition (Church)

Good Friday - March 30
8:00am - Morning Prayer
10:00am-12 Noon - Confessions
3:00pm - Good Friday Liturgy
7:00pm - Living Stations by LifeTeen
(Church doors locked until 6:30pm)

Holy Saturday - March 31
8:00am - Morning Prayer
1:00pm - Blessing of Easter Baskets
7:30pm - Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday Masses- April 1 *Note new Mass Times for Easter
7:00am - Church
8:30am - Church
10:30am - Church
10:30am - Family Life Center
12:30pm - Church
There is no 5:30pm Mass on Easter Sunday

(Additional parking for the Easter Masses available at Westfield Bank and the Ganley Building)
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