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Dear Parish Family:
As I write this message the blocks are 
being laid for the Gathering Area and 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. I am 
hoping construction will be completed 
by Thanksgiving and hopefully sooner.

As you have probably noticed there 
will be a water garden in front of the 
Church building on the Route 21 side. 
This is required for additional water 
runoff with the construction of the 
new facilities. 

We are planning now for days and 
hours of Eucharistic Adoration in the 
chapel. We will start with a limited 
schedule and hope to extend the 
hours over time. It is important that the 
opportunity for adoration be available 
during evening hours for those who 
are working and/or in school.

I want to maintain the present 
Wednesday 9:30 AM until Thursday 
7:00 AM Adoration. On the four 
remaining weekdays we will have 
Adoration from 12 Noon until 9 PM. 
We will not have Adoration on the 
weekends, at least initially.

I want to encourage all parishioners 
who are able, to pray about this 
opportunity for an hour of prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Eucharist is at the heart of our 
Catholic Faith and to spend time with 
Jesus in prayer and Adoration is an 
awesome gift. I am convinced this 
time in prayer will be an incredible gift 
to our parish community, our Church 
and our world. We can just pour out our 
hearts to Jesus, the source of Divine 
Mercy, during our time of Adoration. 
You can also stop in the Chapel during 
the day to pray for a brief time.

In the early fall, we will provide 
parishioners the opportunity to commit 
to one hour of Adoration during the 
week. So please think about it and pray 
about it now. I sincerely appreciate 
your consideration of this opportunity 
to participate in Eucharistic Adoration 
here at St. Basil the Great. You and 
your family are in my prayers.

In His Love,

SOCIAL CONCERNS
	 	 	   Page  2 -3 

ESTATE PLANNING 
	 	 	   Page  3 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 
	 	 	   Page  4 

CHURCH AND 
ADORATION CHAPEL 
	 	 	   Page 5 

RCIA 
	 	 	   Page 6 

REST IN PEACE 
	 	 	   Page 7 

LIFE TEEN 
	 	 	   Page 8 

HONDURAS 
	 	 	   Page 12-13 

SCHOOL NEWS 
	 	 	   Page 14 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
	 	 	   Page 15 

St. Basil the Great Fall 2013

IN THIS ISSUE:



St. Basil the Great

2

By: Rose Jancsy, 
Social Concerns Commission

God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very good. 

-Genesis 1:31
We are blessed with the gift of God’s 
creation—our lives, the lives of all other 
living creatures, and the environment 
that sustains us with the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, the food we eat. 
This world, with its ordered existence, 
reminds us of God’s daily presence in our 
lives. God’s gift of creation carries with it 
a moral responsibility to respect and take 
good care of ourselves, one another, all 
living creatures, and our environment.

Pope John Paul II warned that the 
“excessive availability” we have to every 
kind of material good makes us “slaves of 
possession” continually replacing things 
already owned with things we perceive 
as better. He described our civilization as 
one of “consumption,” with its inordinate 

“throwing away” and “waste.” (Sollicitudo 
Rei Socialis, December 30, 1987.) He 
also spoke of “an order in the universe 
which must be respected, and that 
the human person, endowed with the 
capability of choosing freely, has a grave 
responsibility to preserve this order for 
the well-being of future generations.” He 
called the ecological crisis a “moral issue” 
(World Day of Peace, 1990).

We make several choices daily that impact 
our environment and the environment of 
future generations. Are we doing all we 
can to care for God’s creation? Can we 
do better? Following are suggestions 
and reminders to consider in protecting 
the earth’s limited resources:

Save energy:
• Set the thermostat a few degrees lower in the 
winter and a few degrees higher in the summer.
• Heat and cool only the rooms in use. 
• Install compact fluorescent light (CFL) or 
light-emitting diode (LED) bulbs when older 
incandescent bulbs burn out.
• Wash clothes in cold water whenever 

possible. Use a drying rack or clothesline.
• When purchasing home appliances, choose 
those with low energy usage certified by the 
Energy Star program.
• Unplug appliances when not in use. 

Save water: 
• Take shorter showers to reduce water use. 
• Install a low-flow shower head. 
• Install a faucet aerator on each faucet to 
conserve heat and water, while keeping water 
pressure high.
• Plant drought-tolerant native plants requiring 
minimal watering, in the garden. 

Drive wisely:
• Plan trips to save gasoline and reduce air 
pollution.
• Keep tires properly inflated and aligned.
• Avoid spilling gas and “topping off” the tank. 
Replace gas tank cap tightly.
• Avoid waiting in long drive-thru lines; instead, 
park the car and go in.
• Use public transportation, join a carpool, 
walk, or ride a bike. 
• Get regular engine tune ups and car 
maintenance checks.
• Return used car tires to retailers or 
wholesalers that recycle or retread them. 

Eat and drink 
thoughtfully:
• Reduce food waste by using up food already 
in the house instead of buying more. 
• If eating meat, add one meatless meal a 
week. Only eat meat from sources that treat 
animals humanely.
• Buy local, seasonal foods whenever possible 
minimizing the emissions from and energy 
needed to produce and transport food.
• Donate non-perishable and unspoiled 
perishable food to local food banks, soup 
kitchens, pantries, and shelters.
• Use a water filter to purify tap water instead 
of buying bottled water which is expensive and 
generates large amounts of container waste.

Think before buying:
• Check out garage sales, thrift stores, and 
consignment shops for clothing and other 
everyday items.
• Borrow from libraries instead of buying 
personal books and movies. 
• Share power tools and other appliances. 
• Reuse items around the house such as rags, 

empty jars and mugs, party decorations, and 
gift wrap.

Purchase smartly:
• Buy products in concentrate, bulk, 
and in refillable containers to reduce 
packaging waste and save money. 
• Shop with a canvas bag.
• Buy rechargeable batteries for 
devices used frequently.
• Buy clothes that don’t need to be 
dry-cleaned to save money and cut 
down on toxic chemical use.
• Keep electronics out of the trash: Keep 
cell phones, computers, and other electronic 
devices as long as possible, then donate or 
recycle them.
• Make your own cleaning supplies: Make 
effective, non-toxic cleaning products using 
a few simple ingredients like baking soda, 
vinegar, lemon, and soap. 
• Protect our water: Properly use and dispose 
of harmful materials such as pesticides, paint, 
motor oil, household cleaners, and medicines. 
Hazardous waste that is dumped on or buried 
in the ground can contaminate the soil or be 
carried into nearby surface waters. 

Taking time to nurture and cherish 
creation is not always easy but we can 
look to St. Francis of Assisi, the heavenly 
patron of those who promote ecology, for 
inspiration. He lived his life showing deep 
respect and care for all of God’s creation. 
Pope Francis, referencing Genesis 2:15 

“Thus, the Lord God brought the man, and 
put him into the Paradise of enjoyment, so 
that it would be attended and preserved 
by him,” reminds us that “Nurturing and 
cherishing creation is a command God 
gives not only at the beginning of history 
but to each of us. It is part of his plan; 
it means causing the world to grow 
responsibly, transforming it so that it 
may be a garden, a habitable place for 
everyone” (6/5/13, Environment).

Caring for God’s Creation
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St. Basil  
Caring 
Cooks

Did you know that there 
is a group of caring parishioners who 
are willing to cook and deliver meals 
to families or individuals in temporary 
need of meals? Meals will be provided 
for numerous reasons including…

•Birth of a baby or difficult pregnancy
•Convalescing from surgery or illness
•Grieving the loss of a loved one
•Supporting caregivers of elderly or sick.
If you know of someone who would 
benefit from receiving meals on a 
temporary basis, please call Sharon 
Gallagher at 526-3594.

AN INVITATION TO JOIN  

The St. Basil Social Concerns Commission 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers; that you do unto me.”

How many times have you sung those words or read The Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:3-12) and asked yourself “What can I do to improve the lives of those 
less fortunate?” Members of the St. Basil Social Concerns Commission invite you 
to join us in our efforts to fulfill this calling. The group meets on the second Thursday 
of each month. Our next meeting is at 7:00 PM on Thursday, September 12th in the 
Parish office. The meetings generally consist of 45-60 minutes of discussion of 
current focus areas and 30 minutes dedicated to education or service projects. 

Current focus areas of the group include feeding the homeless (The Metanoia 
Project and the Cleveland Food Bank); providing companionship for the homeless 
(West Side Catholic Center and Metanoia); support of alternatives to abortion 
(Maggie’s Place and Womankind); support of fair trade initiatives (annual Fair Trade 
Fair); the promotion of peace and environmental awareness. 

The September 12th meeting will include a review of our current initiatives and 
discussion of additional projects for the next year. As our service project, we will 
be assembling care packages for 15 homeless women attending a spiritual retreat. 
Your input and passion for justice and service are very much welcomed.

For additional information, please contact Kathleen Mayher at 
kmmayher@aol.com or 330.659.7349.

A Ladies Morning Out!
Join us on a quarterly basis for renewal and 
nourishment of your mind, body and spirit. 
This is a chance to meet new women from 
St. Basil’s as well as other cluster parishes 
and share some camaraderie. These 
women’s breakfasts and speaker events 
are held every three months on a Sunday 
morning from 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM.

Upcoming dates and speakers:

Sunday, September 15, 2013:  
Sr. Mary Ann Flannery

Sunday, December 8, 2013: 
Fr. Walt Jenne

For more information, please contact 
Phyllis Damico at pmd1@cox.net or  
440-717-0079. Check the bulletin for 
future announcements.

Women’s Ministry

Estate Planning Seminar
Thursday, October 17th at 7 PM in the Parish Center
In addition to the weekly generosity of our Parishioners and the larger gifts 
which tend to be made at Christmas and Easter, St. Basil The Great relies 
on planned gifts to protect its future. These “one time gifts” can be cash, 
securities, or the proceeds of IRAs, annuities or life insurance policies. It has 
been many years since the Parish offered an estate and income tax planning 
seminar about the tax benefits of a planned gift.

Recent beneficial changes in Ohio and Federal estate tax laws have reduced 
the complexity formerly associated with lifetime and death time estate 
planning. For example, the Ohio estate tax has been eliminated and the Federal 
estate tax is of concern only to very wealthy individuals. Consequently, the tax 
benefits associated with charitable giving now generally focus on income tax. 
This is especially true due to increases in income tax rates and the imposition 
of various surcharges.

Why not attend a one and one-half hour seminar where fellow Parishioners will 
explain the recent beneficial changes, update you on brand new techniques 
available in Ohio for asset protection, and how elders can be protected from 
financial exploitation. Learn a common sense approach to estate planning 
and the essential documents everyone needs to protect themselves and 
their families. Ask a CPA or attorney questions regarding your personal 
concerns, either during or immediately after the seminar. Our hope is that 
you might consider including St. Basil the Great Parish as a beneficiary of 
either a lifetime or death time gift to benefit the Parish or its endowment fund 
so as to make you part of the legacy of St. Basil the Great Parish.

Sincerely, Father Walt
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If you are interested in participating for one hour a week or as a sub on occasion, please email 
Donna Prochaska at dprochaska@basilthegreat.org. A schedule will be implemented closer 
to completion of the chapel. Currently the thought is to maintain the present Wednesday 9:30 
AM until Thursday 7:00 AM Adoration. On the four remaining weekdays we will have Adoration 
from 12 Noon until 9PM.  This would allow people to stop in at lunch and also allow for people to 
adore after work or after school. We will not have Adoration on the weekends, at least initially.

By: Fr. David 
Liberatore

The primary 
characteristic 
of the Catholic 
Church is 

that we are a “Eucharistic People.” 
Our belief in the Eucharist and in its 
celebration separates us Catholics 
from all other Christian denominations. 
No denomination other than Catholic 
believes that Jesus Christ is present 
Body & Blood, Soul & Divinity under 
the appearance of bread and wine. The 
principal reason the Catholic Church 
exists is to celebrate the Eucharist, 
making it possible for us Catholics to 
plug into the Paschal Mystery of Jesus 
Christ – His death and resurrection.

We do this principally through the liturgy, 
described by Vatican II as “the summit 
toward which the activity of the Church is 
directed; at the same time… the font from 
which all her powers flow. For the aim and 
object of apostolic works is that all who are 
made sons of God by faith and baptism 
should come together to praise God in the 
midst of His Church, to take part in the 
sacrifice, and to eat the Lord’s supper.” 
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #10) 
Liturgy is the most important action of the 
Church which demands “full, conscious, 
and active participation” by all involved. 
(#14) I’ll write more about this in the next 
issue of our newsletter.

Liturgy implies activity, whereas 
Eucharistic Adoration, which requires 
the reserve sacrament in the tabernacle, 
implies passivity. These two concepts 
should not be confused. The three symbols 
of liturgy are: the chair for presiding, the 
ambo (pulpit) for proclaiming, and the 
altar for sacrificing. These three items 

are the primary symbols in the sanctuary 
of the church. All three represent activity. 
The tabernacle, on the other hand, is the 
place for the reserved Eucharist, which 
represents passivity. It is recommended 
in church directives that the three symbols 
of activity (chair, ambo & altar) should not 
be in the same space as the symbol of 
passivity (tabernacle). That’s why in newer 
churches the placement of the tabernacle 
is not in the sanctuary, but in a separate 
special place of its own. (Environment and 
Art in Catholic Worship by NCCB, #78)

Liturgy and Eucharistic Adoration are 
distinct, yet both are important: one is 
the “source” from which all the Church’s 
power flows; the other is the principal 
source of connecting with the Divinity and 
Humanity of Jesus Christ, present before 
us, Body, Blood, Soul & Divinity.

Eucharistic Adoration is important 
because it gives us an opportunity to come 
personally and privately into the presence 
of the Divine. It is true that “Christ…is 
present in many ways to his Church: in 
his word, in his Church’s prayer… in the 
poor, the sick, and the imprisoned, in the 
sacraments of which he is the author, in 
sacrifice of the Mass, and in the person 
of the minister. But he is present…most 
especially in the Eucharistic species.” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, #173) 

Although it is not essential for the Eucharistic 
species to be exposed for adoration, yet 
there is “a greater sense of intimacy with 
Jesus and attentiveness of mind and heart 
to prayers when (people) see our Eucharistic 
Lord.” (Rev. John P. Grigus, O.F.M. Conv,. 
Spiritual Director for the Pope John Paul II 
Eucharistic Adoration Association) To “see” 
the Eucharistic Lord present in the host, 
through our eyes of faith, adds one more 
dimension to our faith life.

St. John Bosco Parish built an adoration 
chapel in 1999. Initially it was for a limited 
number of hours during the week. At 
midnight on New Year’s Eve, 2000, it was 
extended to Perpetual Adoration (24/7). 
At first we were concerned that we would 
be unable to enlist the sufficient number 
of people needed: 336 people to make a 
weekly commitment – two people for each 
of the 168 one-hour time slots in an entire 
week. But the parish was successful. In my 
opinion, it was the best decision the parish 
ever made. The miracles that occurred 
through the power of prayer in that chapel 
are unbelievable. I have always looked upon 
the Adoration Chapel as a battery which 
powers all of the ministries of the parish. It 
became a source of great strength.

In addressing the importance of Eucharistic 
Adoration & Prayer, in 1980 Pope John Paul 
II said: “The worship given to the Trinity of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit…must fill our churches also outside 
the timetable of Masses…This worship 
must be prominent in all our encounters 
with the Blessed Sacrament…Adoration 
of Christ in this sacrament of love must 
also find expression in various forms of 
Eucharistic devotion….Let us be generous 
with our time in going to meet him in 
adoration and in contemplation that is full 
of faith and ready to make reparation for the 
great faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.” (Dominicae Cenae, 
#3) He established a chapel of Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration in St. Peter’s Basilica 
on December 2, 1981.

St. Basil the Great’s Adoration Chapel 
will be completed by the end of the year. 
Please consider making a one-hour 
commitment weekly. It could be one of the 
best decisions you have ever made.

Eucharistic Adoration: Why?
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ST. BASIL THE GREAT
ADORATION CHAPEL CONSTRUCTION

As we add an addition to our church building, it 
might be good to look at the symbolism that is 
contained in its structure: The TOWER at the 
top of the church building is light and airy, and 
reminds us that we are to live according to the 
values of God’s Kingdom here on earth, and that 
our ultimate goal is the heavenly kingdom where 
all people will live in full communion with God. At 
the top is the cross, representing Jesus Christ who 
gave up his life for the love of all. The gold leaf is 
indicative of his divine presence among us, while 
the absence of a corpus on the Cross reminds us 
that he ascended into heaven. The CIRCLE WITH 
RAYS OF LIGHT extended unites the arms of the 
Cross and proclaims that Christ is “Light of the 
World.” The triple BISHOP’S MITRE reminds us 
that the patron of our church community is the 
great theologian and Bishop St. Basil the Great, 
while the CROWN just beneath it is a subtle play 
on the word “Basil” which in Greek means “King”, 
or “he who wears the Crown.” This is also with a 
reference to the “CROWN OF SUFFERING” that 
was borne by Christ, who showed us the path of 
redemption includes the daily acceptance of our 
own cross in following him as disciples.

The theme of the main STAINED GLASS WINDOW 
is likewise that of “the Light of the Word.” “Out of 
the East,” says the Psalmist, “the Messiah is light 
rising in the East.” “I am the Light of the World” 
said Christ of Himself. Mr. Frank Marchione, the 
artist and designer, also uses the symbols of the 
THORNS AND SKULL as representative of all 
darkness, sorrow, sickness, discouragement and 
evil being overcome at the feet of the luminescent 
Christ whom God rose from the dead, and who is 
the “firstborn of all creation” in the Risen Life in 
which we all hope to share.

The structure of the church building itself is filled 
with symbolism. On the outside, the V-SHAPED 
EXTERNAL TROUGHS OF THE ROOF recall the 
form of the butterfly, an ancient medieval symbol 
of the Resurrection from the Dead. The inside of 
the church contains the symbols of the TRIANGLE 
AND CIRCLE, ancient signs of “Three Persons in 
One God” which St. Basil defended against the 
Arian heresy of his day. Thus the high rigid frame 
accented by the lighting arrangement forms a 
triangle, “The Three Persons,” while the encircling 
walls suggest a circle, representative of the “One 
God.” Finally, SOARING GABLES represent the 
lifting of the heart and mind to Almighty God. This 
is the essence of all prayer and the reason why 
the church building--the place where we who 
are the church gather together for worship—is 
known as a House of Prayer.



St. Basil the Great

6

By: Sister Judith Wood

Even though St. Basil’s has been 
welcoming new members into the 
Catholic community through the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults for 
many years now, some parishioners 
express some confusion as to what 
it is all about, and sometimes feel 
discomfort with the rituals that are 
part of the process:

“Why does it have to be so 
public?”

“Isn’t it demeaning to ask 
these individuals to leave the 
Mass before Communion as 
though they are somehow 
less worthy to be with us?”

“What is the purpose 
of making the private 
experience of faith an issue 
for the whole congregation?”

These are just some of the questions 
which come up when there is an event 
during the liturgy that focuses on the 
catechumens and candidates who 
are preparing to become members 
of the Catholic Church through our 
parish community.

This Rite of 
Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) was 
reinstituted by the 
Church following 
the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65). 
The process is 
based on the ancient 
rites of Christian 
initiation for adults 
which included not 
only catechesis of 
the faith, but also 
an extended period 
of preparation (usually several years) 
in living the Christian way of life. It 
is this “birthing,” as described in the 
Church’s guidelines for the RCIA, that 
“requires the time and energy of the 
entire community” because “it is the 
call of the entire community to be 
present in this action of God giving life 
to the community.” Some members of 
the community assist as catechists or 
sponsors or liturgists or musicians—
all of whom enable and enhance this 
process of gradual inclusion into 
the faith. However, every member of 
the parish is asked to offer prayerful 
support to these new members of 
the Catholic faith. At the same time 
they are a witness to us of what is 
required by that faith, nothing less 
than a lifelong process of conversion 
to the Christ life, since we all fall short 
of what he asks of us.

This is why the process is public. As 
a community our lives are intertwined 
with these men and women who are 
coming into the faith, not because 
they lack a personal relationship with 
God, but because they are choosing 
to live out that relationship within the 
Catholic tradition which teaches us 
that we can only come to know Christ 
through one another and through 
the liturgical celebrations we share 
together as a community.

 

This is also why there is nothing 
demeaning about this process. We 
no longer offer those who are already 
baptized Christians, who are known 
as Candidates for reception into full 
communion with the Catholic Church, 
to participate in another baptism 
because we recognize that they 
have already made a commitment to 
Christ. For those who have not been 
baptized, our Catechumens, we also 
acknowledge the dignity of their lives 
and celebrate with them their journey 
to the Christian faith. With both 
candidates and catechumens, we 
celebrate the various rites that lead 
up to their initiation into the Catholic 
faith community. We are all called 
to conversion and we cannot do it 
alone. Conversion is not a matter of 
exchanging one faith tradition for 
another. Conversion is a matter of 
opening our eyes and our hearts to 
what Christ is asking of us today, and 
we cannot see this clearly without 
the help of one another. For the 
Catechumens with whom we celebrate 
Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil, for the 
Candidates with whom we celebrate 
their full inclusion in the Catholic 
faith through Confirmation and First 
Eucharist, as well as for everyone 
within our parish community—we can 
pray for such a conversion.

What is this RCIA thing that I keep hearing about?
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Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish

Elaine L. Kosiba
Emma Jean Matowitz

Anton R. Baur
James Cozzens

Robert DeRoberts
Harry Gregg

Frances A. Sasak
Patricia N. Vavrek

Joseph Garvin
Louise Vinciguerra
Mary Ellen Buckley
Darlene Masterson
Joseph Londrico
Sarah Ayersman

Yolanda Alexander
Cathryn Petsche

Jeroma “Jerry” Dempsey
Julius Horvath
Kevin Hiltbrand

Margaret Lenhoff
Stephanie Manzano

Helen L. Hess
Timothy J. Koral 
Eleanor Veres

Helen Ciolkevich

Sacrament of the 
 Anointing of the Sick

Saturday, October 19th at 5 PM

Sunday, October 20th 
at 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am,  

12 Noon, and 5:30 PM

Just as Christ reached out to all who were sick when He walked this earth, He still 
reaches out to the sick right now. The anointing of the sick reveals His reach.

His primary desire, it seems, is to heal the suffering of His brothers and sisters by 
restoring them to their center in Him. By being re-centered in His presence, those 
who are sick find themselves no longer alone and no longer cut off.

This can sometimes be a source of peace in God's presence, of courage and hope 
in the face of their sufferings, of gratitude for the goodness of those around them, 
and of strength to fight their illness.

General Instructions:
• We ask that you kindly encourage/assist those who need to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing to join us at all of the Masses the weekend of 
October 19th and 20th.

• Chairs will be reserved in the front of the church (on Mary’s side) for those 
with special needs who wish to be anointed. There will be ample space to 
accommodate wheel chairs.

If you need further information, contact Robin Youngs at 526-1686 
or ryoungs@basilthegreat.org.

Remembering a Loved One  
or Dear Friend
St. Basil’s Liturgical Tribute Fund 
was established a number of years ago as an 
opportunity to remember and honor a loved  
one(s) who has died.

All of the funds in the Tribute Fund are dedicated to enhancing the Church 
environment and our liturgical vessels. This year we were able to purchase 
new chalices and plates used during the Masses. We will be purchasing 
new albs for our altar servers in the near future. We have also replaced 
several of our Lectionaries (with scripture readings for Mass) as well as the 
Sacramentaries the priest uses during the Mass.

In making funeral plans for a loved one, you can request any gifts or donations 
be designated to the St. Basil the Great Liturgical Tribute Fund. Obviously 
there are many other very worthy organizations and causes you can choose 
to designate for donations as well. We do appreciate your consideration of 
our own Liturgical Tribute Fund.
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Life Teen High School Student Cassie 
Brumbaugh shares how God turned 
her from a disengaged 13-year-old into 
a faithful disciple on fire for the Faith.

Growing up I always thought I was 
super religious because I went to 
Mass every Sunday. I thought that’s 
all it took. I never prayed outside of 
Mass and didn’t open up a Bible 
until 7th grade, but I went to Mass so 
I thought I was a “good” Catholic. It 
wasn’t until my first Life Teen Retreat 
that everything changed. I have 
no idea what any of the talks were 
about and I don’t remember what 
we did all weekend. All I remember is 
a small group discussion we had on 
Sunday morning. Those 15 minutes 
changed my life.

It was during that discussion that 
my group leader told us that being 
Catholic is so much more than just 
going to Mass on Sundays. That’s 
when it really hit me and I realized I 
had no idea what I believed. I thought 
praying was just reciting a bunch of 
words that I was forced to memorize. 
I thought religion was supposed to 
be contained in Sundays and that our 
religion should never overflow into the 
rest of our lives. That weekend, my 
whole perspective changed. When 
I got home Sunday night I realized I 
had learned two main lessons during 
the retreat:

1. I learned that I needed to do more 
than just go to Mass on Sundays if I 
wanted to be a “good” Catholic and 
grow in my faith.

2. I learned that Jesus died for me. 
Before that retreat I really had no 
idea why Jesus was crucified. But 
more importantly, I learned that He 
didn’t die for all people as a group 
but for each of us individually.

After learning those things my whole 
life didn’t do a complete 180. I didn’t 
start walking around preaching the 
gospel and I definitely was not a 
saint. After that retreat the journey 
wasn’t over, it was just beginning. 
That retreat was the beginning of my 
path to Heaven. No, I haven’t always 
stayed on the path. I’ve made plenty 
of mistakes along the way but it’s 
because of that retreat and because 
of those two things I learned that I 
am where I am today – very involved 
in my faith and aware of my purpose. 
And it’s because of those things that 
I’ve always managed to get back on 
the right path with hope that one day 
I will be with Jesus in Heaven. 

Life Teen is a weekly program offered 
at St. Basil on Sunday nights which 
begins with a Life Teen Mass at 5:30 
PM, and is followed by a Life Night 
event from 6:45-8:00 PM.

Trained adults (called Core members 
in Life Teen) lead the teens deeper into 
their Catholic faith in the Life Night 
experience. Teens grow as a faith 
community through experiencing 
what it means to be a young Catholic 
in today’s world. Through a four-
year curriculum, Life Teen serves as 
the catechetical component for High 
School teens. Two weekend retreat 
opportunities are offered each year, 
as well as many additional service 
and faith-based opportunities such as 
service trips and youth conferences.

Save the Date for the 
following Life Teen 
Fall Events!
•September 29: 
  Life Night Fall Kick-off
  1st Life Night!

•November 3: Hayride
  Fall fun at Luther Farms

•November 8: Fall Retreat

•November 12: 
  Jason Evert Talk

Jason EvErt: 
WORLD RENOWNED SPEAKER AND 

AUTHOR COMING TO ST. BASIL!

International Catholic author and 
chastity speaker, Jason Evert, will be 
here at St. Basil doing two separate 
talks on Tuesday, November 12, 
2013. Jason has spoken internationally 
to more than one million people 
about the virtue of chastity. He is a 
best-selling author of a dozen books, 
including Theology of the Body for 
Teens and how to Find Your Soulmate 
without Losing Your Soul. He is a 
frequent guest on radio programs 
and his television appearances include 
Fox News, the BBC, MSNBC, and 
EWTN. The first talk, geared toward 
parents- ‘Raising Pure Families’ will 
take place at 6 PM. At 7:30 PM Jason 
will speak to our teens- ‘Romance 
without Regret.’ This is a chance to 
hear a world-renowned speaker on 
a very important topic facing both 
parents and teens. Watch for more 
details in the bulletin. 

My Conversion Story in 3 Minutes
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The Feast of All Saints
The Feast of All Saints is a Holy Day of obligation this year. The Mass schedule will be as follows: 

vigil Mass at 5 PM on thursday, october 31st

Masses on Friday, november 1st, will be at 7 aM; 9 aM ; noon, and 7 PM

St. Mary Seminary
John Mulhollan, a parishioner of St. 
Basil the Great, has been accepted 
to St. Mary Seminary, Wickliffe, OH 
to study for the priesthood for the 
Diocese of Cleveland. John is the 
son of Paul and Bonita Mulhollan 
of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in 
Wadsworth, OH, and graduated 
from Highland High School. He 
has degrees from The Ohio State 
University, and OSU’s Michael E. 
Moritz College of Law. John has 
been discerning the call of the 
Gospel and vocation of diocesan 
priesthood for several years, along 
with an active family life and busy 
healthcare law practice. He is a 
lay Eucharistic Minister, and has 
volunteered for several years with 
St. Vincent Charity Medical Center, 
as well as the Women’s Recovery 
Center in Cleveland. When asked to 
comment for the newsletter about 
his decision, John said, “There are 
a couple of things I could share 
with others. First, that discerning 
your vocation is a combination of 
exploring who you feel called to 
be in relation to God and others, 
with growing in faith to more fully 
understand the need to keep prayer 
(our relationship with Christ) at the 
center of such vocation, whether 
its marriage, priesthood, single 
or consecrated life.” Secondly, 
John said, “St. Basil’s is truly an 
amazing parish! It is such a warm 
and welcoming place, I hope and 
pray that I will be able to carry what 
I have learned and observed here 
to the communities I will serve, God 
willing, as a priest.”

A Special Presence at Brecksville Home Days
By: Jillian Petrocci 

The Evangelization Commission of St. Basil the Great had a booth once 
again this year at Brecksville Home Days, June 28-30. An enthusiastic 
crowd participated all three days as the scent of sausage and peppers, 
funnel cakes and pizza filled the air. Parishioners and staff volunteered 
for shifts, spreading the good word and promoting St. Basil’s. 
Numerous questions were answered about our various ministries, 
volunteer opportunities, the Music Ministry’s CD, upcoming events, 
new parishioners, the Catholicism book, Alpha classes and location/
size of congregation.

There were many give-aways that attracted children, teens and adults 
during the weekend. Glow sticks, finger puppets, religious dog tags and 
bracelets, CDs, books, rosaries, pamphlets and ministry brochures were 
distributed and enjoyed by all! It was another successful year “sprinkled” 
with a generous volunteer staff that made all visitors feel warm and 
welcome. We look forward to next year – maybe YOU can join us!
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Denise Canda and Family
Isabel Pearson

Michael & Laura Hienton and Son
Andrea Davis

Dennis & Milena Streen and Son
Robert & Meredith Ondak and Family

Joseph & Patricia Ciulla
Peter & Megan Granson and Family

Brian & Sara Tuskan and Family
Danielle Kirsch and Daughter

Michael & Jennifer Coyne and Family
Leonard Bednar
Katherine Unger

Brian & Dolores Alquist and Family
Anthony & Kelly Del Negro and Daughter

Joel & Sandra Ekey
Patrick & Melinda Geschke and Family
David & Karen Perkowski and Family

Ross Novak
Gayle Demagall
A. Basilio Papa

Robert & Karen Leheney and Daughter
Timothy Noch & Courtnee Murphy and Family

Eileen McNamara
Tod & Marie Carney and Family

Geza & Sandra Kovacs
Rick & Marney Costello and Family

Andre & Jamie McMichael
Robert & Tracy Sucharzewski and Family

Stephen & Stacy Fening and Family
Kristopher & Kimberly Kasparek and Daughter

Richard & Jean Hipple
Kristy Strobl

Maureen Grady
Dennis & Linda Harris

Jonathan & Colleen Inks
Aaron & Heidi Collier and Daughter

Paul & Janet Hofstetter
Michael & Kelley Leonette and Son

Bonaventure & Anthonia Ogbechie and Daughter
Lawrence, Mary & Shoren Zajac

Christie Len
Robert & Mary Beth Weeks and Family

Donald & Jennifer Lloyd and Family
John & Tricia DiVitto

Timothy & Rebecca Smanik
Philip Rutledge and Son

Save the 
Date

Plan on getting your new year off to a meaningful 
and spirit-filled start by attending CRHP. 

You will be so happy you did!
Women: January 18-19 
Men: February 15-16 

More information and registration about CRHP will 
be coming soon…

St. Basil the Great 
New Parishioner Dinner

Have you registered as a new parishioner in 
the last two years and have not been able to 
attend a new parishioner welcome dinner? If 
so, please feel free to attend on Friday night, 
September 27th in the Family Life Center at 
6:30 PM. Enjoy an opportunity to meet the 
staff and other new parishioners. There is 
no planned program for the evening. We will 
simply sit down as a parish family and enjoy 
a meal together and one another’s company. 

Please respond by emailing Phyllis Damico 
at pdamico@basilthegreat.org. Please give 
your name, phone number and number of 
family members attending.

Welcome!
New Parishioners to St. Basil the Great

Don’t miss this Year’s

Trunk or Treat!
after 5:00 Mass

saturday, october 
26th at 6:30 PM

in the Parish Center parking lot
•  Bring “treats” to share

•  Bon fire w/ marshmallows
•  Hot chocolate and donuts
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–SECOND ANNUAL–
PARISH GOLF OUTING

Fr. Kevin started the day with a prayer for all the 
golfers. It was a perfect day for the Second Annual 
St. Basil the Great Golf Outing with a sold out crowd 
enjoying the course and a great meal afterwards.

 
I would like to express a huge “thank you” to all of the corporate and family 
sponsors who were so generous this year and to all who volunteered. Over 
$30,000 was raised to benefit the St. Basil Endowment Fund The fund’s 
purpose is to assure the future of our mission as a faith community. The 
Endowment Fund and the appreciation generated will be of great benefit to 
our ministries and the future of the parish. Please save the date for next year’s 
outing – Thursday, July 24th. –Fr. Walt

Newly Baptized
McKenna Haley Holpuch
Grayson Jeffrey Holpuch

Cecelia Anne Granson
Michael Anthony Hienton, Jr.

Nico William Gianfagna
Patrick James Hinchman
Matteo Ballado Salviejo
Dominic Robert Kasvnic

Kayla Rose McNulty
Mason Alan Howard

Brody Emmett Kucharson
Clara Mae Gingo

Evelyn Rose Gingo
Rae Eleanor Berdysz

Rae Marie Guinto
Francesca Christina Incorvaia

Rocco Joseph Palazzo
Delilah Ula Dell

Everett James Rahe
Daniel Joseph Lareau

Lila Rose Bedrick
Brandon Michael Coyne
Zoe Caroline Hutchinson

Chase Andrew Tuskan
Michael Paul Kooser
Ariana Grace Aiello

Lilian Joy Rutter
Liam Dean Dmitruk

Abigail Samantha Zolton
Addison Jayne Pisanick

Amani-Marie Renee Narduzzi
Ava Rose Delnegro

Justin Frederick Sasala
Michael Anthony Dante Cefaratti IV

Kendall Grace Kasparek
Jackson Thomas Lambert

Peter James Leonette

St. Basil Mom and Tot Group
•Do you want to connect with families who attend  

St. Basil and who share your Catholic faith? 

•Are you new to St. Basil?

•Are you a new mom?

•Do you have a newborn or child up to 5 years old?

This group is for moms who want 
to have an hour or so of play time 
for their kids and share in the prayerful support of other moms. Join us 
typically on the last Wednesday of the month in the Family Life Center at 
9:30AM. For more information call Natalie Wayne at 440-746-0396.

Play n Pray field trip to Cleveland Aquarium.
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St. Basil parishioners continue to travel to 
Honduras three or four times each year. Our 
primary focus at this time is on providing 
water purification systems in the villages. 
We plan two water systems for each trip. 
The people in the village enter into an 
agreement with us and the pastor of San 
Francisco de Asis to maintain the system and 
provide financial support for the purchase 
of replacement filters and needed supplies. 
Our goal is to be sure the purification 
systems are self-sustaining for the future. 
The people also construct a small block 
building to house the system and the water 
tanks. Thanks to the generosity of St. Basil 
parishioners, we are able to pay for the block 
house and the entire purification system. 
We then provide the replacement filters 
(needed every three to four months) for the 
first year. After that it is the responsibility of 
the village Water Committee to operate and 
maintain the system and collect payment 
from the families using the purified water. 
The health benefits to the people are simply 
amazing from drinking the purified water. 
Doctors and nurses have noticed a visible 

improvement in the health of 
children and adults. 

We also have “adopted” the 
orphanage, Hogar de Los Ninos 
in Juticalpa, the Capital of the 
Department (State) of Olancho 
where we serve. We continue to 
do our very best to improve the 
living situation of the 30 children, 
the sisters and lay staff who care 
for the children. The children are 
wonderful to be with and they do 
“steal your heart.” 

We continue to construct 
chapels in villages and in 
some villages to replace 
existing churches that are 
quite literally crumbling. We 
do this at the request of the 
village and Fr. Tito, the pastor.

We also are very involved in 
bringing improvements to the 
compounds and medical and 
dental clinic where we reside 
during our mission trips.

One major project for the next 
two years will involve replacing the roof on 
most of the buildings. Termites are everywhere 
and all the roof supports are wood. The roofs, 
while only about 15 years old, need to be 
replaced with steel supports. We are in the 
process of getting bids for materials and labor. 
We will start with the areas that serve the 
medical and dental clinic and then move to the 
living areas.

We have future mission trips planned for 
October 31 – November 10, 2013 and 

 
January 16-26, 2014. If you are interested 
in participating on a trip or would like more 
information, please contact Kathy in the 
Parish Office who maintains the team lists 
and can provide an information packet.

We will have a Honduras Information Night 
on Wednesday, October 30, at 7:30 PM in 
the Family Life Center meeting room. This 
is the best way to hear all about the mission 
experience and ask any questions.

Teaching good dental hygiene.

The Orphanage.

August 2013 Mission Team.

Honduras Sky
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GREAT LAKES BURNING 
RIVER FESTIVAL FUN!

The rain stopped just in time for St. Basil parishioners including 
Frs. Walt and Dave to volunteer at this year’s Burning River 
Festival in support of our Honduras clean water initiatives. In 
return for the many volunteers from St. Basil, the River Burning 
Foundation donated $1,800 for a water system to be installed 
in Honduras! Many thanks to all those who volunteered their 
expertise in pouring Great Lakes beer!

ON THE  
ROAD AGAIN!

Toronto Tour featuring  
“I Love Lucy-Live on Stage” Show 

November 8-10, 2013

Friday, November 8
•Morning departure for Toronto (8 AM)
•Rest and lunch (on own) stops en route
•Two nights of rooms at The Chelsea Hotel; 
baggage handling included. This hotel is 
centrally-located in downtown Toronto
•Friday night dinner is included in the 
package

Saturday, November 9
•Guided Tour of Toronto (three-hour) with 
a local guide – see and hear about the 
downtown area
•Time on your own in downtown Toronto
•Upscale dinner at Joe Badali’s Restaurant
•Tickets to “I Love Lucy” Show – L.A. 
Examiner’s Ron Irwin says “I Love Lucy-
Live on Stage” is “an absolutely brilliant 
and utterly engaging tribute to that iconic 
television show.” It’s 1952 and you are a 
member of the studio audience waiting the 
filming of two hilarious and oh-so-familiar I 
Love Lucy episodes. Witness firsthand the 
side-splitting antics of that crazy redhead 
and thrill to the Cuban sounds of “The Ricky 
Ricardo Orchestra” at the famed Tropicana 
Nightclub. In-between scenes, The Crystal 
Tone Singers perform live advertising 
jingles of the show’s newest sponsors in 
perfect 50’s style harmony. Can you say 
“Brylcreem?!” 

Sunday, November 10
•Mass TBA either in Toronto or by the Falls
•Depart and travel to Niagara Falls, Ontario
•Lunch is included in Niagara Falls
•Time on your own to view the falls
•Depart Niagara Falls with a stop at the 
Duty-Free Store
•Travel home with a rest stop en route
•Arrive back about 7:30 PM

Cost is $458.00 per person based on 
double occupancy; $606.00 for a single 
room. Please contact Robin Youngs at 
526-1686 or ryoungs@basilthegreat.
org if you are interested in traveling to 
Toronto.

The Thomas C. Ellis  
Memorial 5K Trail Race  
and 1-Mile Walk
By Mark Shelton
The inaugural Thomas C. Ellis Memorial 5K 
Trail Race and 1-Mile Walk was held Friday, 
June 14, 2013 at the Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School cross-country course. 
This event, in honor of Thomas Ellis for his Disciple’s commitment to service at St. Basil 
The Great, his lifelong devotion to his family and friends, and his vigorous fight against brain 
cancer, could not have had better weather.

Father Kevin told us he was in charge of the pre-race prayer and the weather. He did great on 
both. It was a perfectly warm, sunny evening, and probably as good as it could ever be for a 
mid-June 5K race. Over 300 runners and walkers participated, far exceeding expectations 
for a first year race. Just over $7500 raised by the race was donated in Tom’s name to the 
American Brain Tumor Association to support education, research, and awareness for brain 
tumor diagnosis, treatment, and care. 

Many friends and business acquaintances of Tom’s graciously sponsored his race, including 
title sponsor Brennan Heating and Air Conditioning, Gold Level Sponsors Cross Country 
Mortgage and Clear Channel Outdoor, and contributing sponsors DNA of Dance, Hubert & 
Hubert, Inc., Drive, Earth Fare, Cleveland Clinic, Vertical Runner, County Maid Ice Cream, 
Westfield Bank, The UPS Store (Brecksville) and Giant Eagle.

St. Basil The Great hosted a reception for the runners and volunteers at the Parish Center 
after the awards ceremony at the race. The reception was a very nice treat after a tough run 
on the trails. Thank you to everyone who came to walk, run, or watch, and a special thank 
you for the many donations made on Tom’s behalf. We hope you will join us for the 2nd 
Annual Thomas C. Ellis Memorial 5K Trail Race and 1-Mile Walk next June 13, 2014. 

At the finish line, the top men and women pose with 
their awards. L to R: Amy Pajcic, Molly Onders, Robert 
Scanlan, Kevin Jones, and overall winner David Ryland.

Runners bow while Father Kevin 
says the pre-race prayer for the race.
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Donut 
Sunday 
Schedule
September 8, 2013: Renee Koly
October 13, 2013: Heidi Robinson
November 10, 2013: Cheryl Strenk
December 8, 2013: Renee Koly
January 12, 2014: Cheryl Strenk
February 9, 2014: Karen Filipic
March 2, 2014: Marge Randa
April 13, 2014: Karen Filipic
May 18, 2014: Heidi Robinson

Your team leader will be contacting you 
the week prior to the scheduled date!

PSR News
Re-registration information was mailed in 
July to all families whose children attended 
last year. Room assignments will be on the 
invoice, which will be mailed on August 
30th. Children new to the program can be 
registered by printing out the online form 
and dropping it at the Rectory, or by calling 
440-526-3520.

Important dates:

Sunday Pre School & Sunday 
Grades 1-3:
September 8th at 10:00 AM – “Meet 
the Teacher” and pick up materials in 
the classrooms

Monday Grades 1-8:
September 9th at 6:30 PM – Opening 
Mass in the Church, followed by “Meet 
the Teacher” in the classrooms

Tuesday Grades 1-4:
September 10th at 4:45 PM - Opening 
Mass in the Church, followed by “Meet 
the Teacher” in the classrooms

Home Study Parents & 
Students Grades 1, 4-8:
Wednesday, September 4th – Opening 
Mass at 7:00 PM in the Church, 
followed by a meeting in the Parish 
Center

Grade 2 Parents:
Sunday, September 29th - First 
Reconciliation Parent Meeting, 1:15 
PM in the Parish Center

Vacation Bible School
120 children danced and sang their way through another exciting week of 
vacation bible school this July. Inspiring characters, great volunteers and fun 
games and music helped the kids learn to” Stand Strong For God” as they visited 
Kingdom Rock. Our 60+ volunteers, most of whom were teens and pre-teens 
from the parish, made the week especially enjoyable for the kids.

Each day had a specific Bible point which reinforced our overall theme. This year, 
while learning that prayer, friends, family and trust in God can help us to stand 
strong, they heard the stories of Esther, Nehemiah, King Josiah and David. 
Some of the children sang one of the songs they learned, “Let’s Get a Little 
Crazy,” for the parish during a Sunday Mass as a conclusion of the week. Just as 
the song says, the kids were encouraged to “spread the love of God to everyone!”

Dear Friends of St. Basil the Great Parish,

The new school year has begun and well on its way to a great year! Our students 
returned to their school building is filled with many new tools that will make learning 
fun yet very educational. Some of the new tools are:

I would like to thank you for all of your support in helping us continue to add and 
keep up with technology. This was made possible by the fundraising goals of the 
Magazine Drive, the Night at the Races, government money, and with the very 
generous contributions made from both the St. Michael and St. Basil Parishes. A 
special thank you to Fr. Walt and Fr. Pete for all of their continued support in helping 
to make St. Michael School a place where students grow academically, socially, 
emotionally, and most importantly, spiritually.

We are looking forward to an awesome year! I ask that you keep the administration, 
faculty, staff, parents, and students in your prayers. May God help all of us to 
continue to work together and guide us in making the best decisions for our 
students in all aspects of their educational environment.

Thank you again for all of your prayers and continued support!

God’s Peace and Blessings,
Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal

•3 sets of iPads
•5 laptops for the first floor main campus
•3 sets of Expressions
•ActivBoard for Kindergarten (K-2)

•2 projectors
•10 new laptops for teachers 
•Replaced the projector in room 213
•Updating wiring at both campuses
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St. Basil  
Choirs Sing the  

National Anthem
Friday, July 12, 2013
at Progressive Field

A fun and exciting experience for 
all! On Friday, July 12, 2013, our 
combined choirs sang the National 
Anthem at Progressive Field. There 
were over 75 singers! Our parish 
was proudly represented as we sang 
our Nation’s Hymn. The Indians also 
beat the Kansas City Royals 3-0 and 
the night ended with a magnificent 
display of fireworks. A fun time was 
had by all! To see the video of our 
choirs singing, visit:
youtube.Com/watch?V=om-csf4i8da

Join The 
Music Ministry!

Choirs are resuming the week of 
September 16th

Adult Choir
Contemporary Choir

Children’s Choir
Cantors

Life Teen Choir & Band
Resurrection Choir
Instrumentalists
For more info contact 

Nancy Jovanov,  
njovanov@basilthegreat.org

or Stephanie Ristau,
sristau@basilthegreat.org

Separated? Divorced? 
You Are Not Alone!
DIVORCECARE...  will begin 
Wednesday, September 18th, at 
7:00 PM in Room 7 of the Education 
Center. DivorceCare is a 12-week 
video seminar series and support 
group for people who are separated 
or divorced. It features some of the 
nation’s foremost experts on divorce 
and recovery topics. The program 
identifies a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ as “the foundation for 
healing.” The workbook includes an 
outline format with room for notes, 
relevant scriptural selections, plus 
journal pages to help one focus on 
steps toward recovery. We also will 
be offering DivorceCare4Kids (ages 
5-12) at the same time in Room 10. 
Contact Mary Ann Webb at mawpsr@
aol.com or 440-792-4721 to register. 

–SAVE THE DATE–

St. Basil 
Christmas 
Concert

Saturday, November 3Oth

7:30 PM
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St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general interest to our parish 
community. You may submit your article at the parish office (attn: newsletter). The deadline for the next issue is

November 1, 2013. Newsletter Staff: Fr. Walt Jenne, Cheryl Kosek and Julia Hartman

St. Basil the Great Fall Festival
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

from 1-4:30 PM on the Parish Grounds
Please bake a pie to share! Drop off at Family Life Center after any Mass on September 22nd.

delicious food          hay rides        mini farm market           BINGO
children’s games and activities          live entertainment

Many volunteers are needed! To serve food, grill, cut pies or help in kitchen  
please email Mary Filipic at filipicma@live.com or call 440- 838-1518.  

To help with children’s games call Robin Youngs at 440-526-1686.


