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Dear Parish Family:
For many reasons, the Christmas 
season is my absolute favorite season 
of the year. All the sights and sounds 
of the season are very special and 
reminiscent of earlier Christmases 
shared with my family. I feel very 
blessed to share Christmas with all 
of you, the parish family of St. Basil 
the Great.

We will soon be celebrating the sacred season of Advent, a time of 
preparing ourselves for the birth of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. As 
a parish community, we will gather for our Advent evening prayer 
services on each Monday of Advent at 7:00 PM in the Church. Our 
annual Christmas concert, with all of our choirs participating, will 
take place on Saturday, November 30th at 7:00 PM in Church. 
What a wonderful opportunity to enter into the spirit of the Advent 
and Christmas seasons.

We will celebrate a Communal Reconciliation Service in The 
Church on Tuesday, December 17th at 7:30 PM. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The Annual Giving Tree will once again provide our parish 
family an opportunity to share our blessings with so many in our 
community and the greater community who are in need and to let 
them know they are remembered and loved.

The Christmas Eve and Day Mass schedule is enclosed as well as 
the schedule for individual reconciliation and all the Advent and 
Christmas prayer services and events. On behalf of the entire 
parish staff, I extend our prayerful best wishes for a very blessed 
celebration of our Lord’s birth. You will be remembered in a special 
way in all of our Masses.

In His Love,

Christmas  
Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve Masses
Tuesday, December 24
4:00pm in the Church
4:00pm in the Family Life Center Gym
6:00pm in the Church
12:00 Midnight in the Church

Christmas Day Masses 
Wednesday, December 25
All Masses are in the Church
8:00am, 10:00 am, 12 Noon 

In addition to St. Basil’s parking:
You may park at the Westfield Bank. You may park at the 
Gateway Title parking lot just south of the church and walk 
up the hill. There are no sidewalks on this side or Route 21. 
Please do not park on the lawns on Winding Way or block 
driveways. The Brecksville Police will be assisting parishioners 
with parking.

Combined Choir Concert
with special guest Holy Spirit Choir
Saturday, November 30  
at 7:30pm in the Church

www. basilthegreat. org    8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141    440–526–1686

        Behold, the long awaited Messiah has come, 
Christ is born again in our hearts and homes.
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Christmas Season
Dates

Combined Choir Christmas Concert
with special guest: Holy Spirit Parish Choir
Saturday, November 30 at 7:30pm in the Church

Advent Evening Prayer
Mondays in the Church at 7:00pm
December 2, 9, 16 and 23

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Communal Penance Service at St. Basil
Tuesday, December 17 at 7:30pm

Individual Reconciliation
Wednesdays, 6:15-6:45pm
Saturdays, 3:30-4:30pm
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30-8:45am  
 and 6-6:45pm
Saturday, December 21, 9:00-10:00am  
 and 3-4:30pm

Christmas Day Dinner
1:15pm in the Parish Center
Reservations are required, call 440-526-1686

Mary, Mother of God – Holy Day
Wednesday, January 1, 2014
Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00pm
Wednesday, January 1 at 8:00am, 10:00am and 12 Noon
No Adoration and no 7pm Mass on this Holy Day

Throughout Advent and Christmas,  
our Mass Schedule remains the same:

Weekdays, except Wednesday: 7:00am and 9:00am
Wednesday: 9:00am and 7:00pm
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30am, 12 Noon and 5:30pm

Parish Giving Tree
–Coming November 30!–

The parish Giving Tree will be set up in the back 
vestibule of church on the weekend of November 29-
30. Through the Giving Tree program, St. Basil parish 
provides an opportunity for parishioners to give gifts 
to those less fortunate. The gifts are delivered to people 
served by:

•	Catholic Charities Refugee Assistance Program

•	Maggie’s Place, a nurturing, stable environment 
for pregnant women

•	 St. Martin de Porres Family Center, serving very 
poor children in the Glenville area of Cleveland

•	The Kidney Foundation of Northeast Ohio

•	The Metanoia Project, Inc., a non-profit 
organization that serves the shelter-resistant 
homeless through its Hospitality Center

•	The West Side Catholic Center for people in 
need of household goods as they transition from 
homelessness

•	Womankind

•	Y-Haven, men’s residential rehabilitation center

To participate, select a tag from the 
tree, purchase the gift indicated 
on the tag, and return the gift to 
the tree, unwrapped with the 
tag attached, by December 15. 
Please bring all GIFT CARDS 
to the Parish Office; do not 
leave gift cards under the 
tree. Last year St. Basil 
parishioners provided 
600 gifts! As always, 
your generosity is 
greatly appreciated!
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St. Nicholas Feast Day Celebration
Saturday, December 7th at 
10am in the Parish Center

In honor of St. Nicholas’ care and compassion for those 
in need we will be making sandwiches for the homeless 
while learning many fun and inspiring facts about St. 
Nicholas. The celebration will include arts and crafts, 
storytelling and special treats! As always, participants 
in Sandwich Saturday are asked to bring bread, peanut 
butter and jelly, baggies, bag of fruit and a breakfast 
goodie to share. If you plan to attend, please email Robin 
Youngs at ryoungs@basilthegreat.org.

Join us Mondays in Advent for 

Advent
Evening Prayer
December 2, 9, 16 and 23 
at 7:00pm in the Church

Share the joy of 
Christmas 

through Song!
Families are invited to go Christmas 

Caroling on December 8th. 
Carolers will meet at the 

Annex at 5:45pm
to begin caroling at 6pm

across the street (Hillbrook). The 
evening will conclude sharing 
cookies and hot chocolate with the 
residents of The Oaks of Brecksville. 
Carolers are asked to bring cookies 
to share and flashlights for safety.

Come and quiet your heart and 
mind during the busiest season of all. 
Each Monday will include reflective 
music with a trio of singers, piano 
and cello; scripture and prayer in 
candlelight; and a brief talk led by 
either Fr. Walt, Fr. Dave, Deacon 
Lou or Sr. Judith.

St. Basil parishioners continue to travel to Honduras 
three or four times each year. Our primary focus at this 
time is on providing water purification systems in the 
villages. We plan two water systems for each trip. If you 
are interested in participating on a trip or would like 
more information, please contact Kathy in the Parish 
Office who maintains the team lists and can provide 
an information packet. We will have a Honduras 

Information Night on Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the 
Family Life Center meeting room. This is the best way to hear all about the 
mission experience and ask any questions.

new candidates received into the church
On Sunday, November 3 at the 10:30 
Mass, these four women were received 
into the Order of Catechumens by Fr. 
Walt. As Catechumens, they become 
members of the Catholic Church 
who look forward to their full 
initiation through the Sacraments 
of Baptism-Confirmation-Eucharist 
at an Easter Vigil. Please welcome 
them into our parish and keep them 
in your prayers during this time of 
intense preparation.

L to R: Sarah Pavlovich, 
Rebecca Cinadr, Chantal 
Woods, and Wendi Polman.
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By: Stephanie Ristau

October 2-11, 2013
Over two years ago, Fr. Walt approached me and 

asked me to plan a trip to Italy for our parishioners. 

Although I had never traveled abroad, I thought 

it would be exciting to coordinate such a trip. We 

had decided we were going to take 50 people but 

the interest was so tremendous that we quickly 

filled 100 spots and had a waiting list of several 

people. I began to work with the travel company, 

month after month, deciding where we would go, 

what hotels we would stay in, where we would eat, 

and of course, what we would see. I did feel a little 

bit of pressure to make this trip an unforgettable 

experience, but this company made it very easy 

for me. I truly enjoyed being a part of the planning 

process. We even arranged for Italian lessons prior 

to our departure, which many people participated in 

and found extremely helpful. It’s hard to believe how 

fast the time has gone and that the trip is already 

over. Now, it’s time to share with you our Italian 

Journey; our trip of a lifetime! Molto fabuloso!

Our journey began as we flew into Milan and were 

quickly whisked away to a quaint little town called 

Verona. Our local guides took us on tour of its 

Roman Amphitheater completed in 30 AD and the 

famous balcony of Romeo and Juliet. It had charm 

and beauty with its flower lined streets and quaint 

outdoor cafés. It was our first taste of Italy, and it did 

not disappoint, even though we were all jet-lagged. 

Its splendor and beauty made up for our exhaustion 

and it was a great introduction to this amazing 

country.

After a few hours, we got back on our coaches 

and headed to Padua where we would stay for 

two nights. Our hotel in Padua was directly across 

from the Basilica de Sant’Antonio. It was the 

perfect location as many of our parishioners woke 

early and attended Mass and prayed at the tomb 

of St. Anthony. Padua was a quiet town and had 

peacefulness about it. The convenience of our hotel 

location made it a great town to explore and enjoy.

The next morning we arrived in Venice by vaporetto. 

We visited St. Mark’s square and toured St. Mark’s 

Basilica. Many of us took a ride in a gondola, and 

strolled through the beautiful streets while enjoying 

a Panini or slice of pizza in an outdoor café. The 

square was filled with beautiful outdoor restaurants, 

artists, and lots of pigeons. Venice quickly became 

a favorite.

The following day, our buses headed to Florence, the 

“Cradle of the Renaissance.” We had just enough 

time to stroll through the town on our own for a 

little while. Then we enjoyed a lovely meal in a local 

restaurant our first night in Florence. This was a night 

that I will never forget. I remember being at dinner 

and sitting back to take it all in. Everyone was having 

such a great time. The laughter was contagious and 

the conversations were flowing freely. We were all 

enjoying each other and feeling really blessed and 

lucky to be in this beautiful country. The wine might 

have helped.

The next morning, Fr. Walt presided at a private 

Mass in Santa Croce (Church of the Cross), truly 

one of the highlights of our trip. Gathering together 

in worship over four thousands miles from home in 

St. Basil Tour of 

ITALY

Pope Francis (photo: Stephanie Ristau)
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a basilica where Michelangelo, Galileo, Machiavelli, 

Foscolo, Gentile and Rossini are buried, was awe-

inspiring. Following Mass we had a walking tour 

of the city and some free time to explore. Many of 

us made some purchases in Florence. The leather 

shops were quite amazing. We convened for yet 

another amazing meal together in an Osteria right 

near Piazza del Duomo. What was for dinner you 

ask? First course was Pasta with olives, followed 

by salad, lightly dressed. Bread of course. Lastly 

braised beef with green beans. Many of us took the 

liberty to explore the city after dinner. This city was 

fabulous and truly enjoyable to visit.

Our next stop took us all by surprise. A small town 

called Lucca. It is surrounded by Renaissance-era 

walls which is unique since Lucca was the one city 

that never battled with Rome, although the walls 

were built just in case. Lucca is the birthplace of 

composer Giacomo Puccini. It has charm, grace 

and beauty. Considered the wealthiest city in the 

Tuscan region because of its fortune in silks, it was 

a place many of us could have spent more time. Its 

circular shaped piazza Anfiteatro was unique and 

breathtaking. Again, it was easy for many of us to 

declare Lucca our favorite! Before we headed back 

to our base in Florence, we made a stop in Pisa. 

We all knew it was somewhere we had to see 

because of the leaning tower, 

however the beauty of the 

Pisa Cathedral and Baptistry 

were magnificent. And then 

you turn the corner and there 

she was; the leaning tower! It 

was more beautiful than I had 

anticipated. Many of us had our 

picture taken holding the tower 

up. (Guilty!) As we returned 

to Florence we had free time 

on our own to find a local 

restaurant and explore the city. 

At night, its many piazzas were 

filled with locals and it was not 

hard to find gelato or a café to sit and enjoy a glass 

of wine while being surrounded by some of the most 

beautiful architecture of the Renaissance.

Day 7. Assisi. It will be hard for me to even begin to 

explain the beauty of this town on paper. Walking in 

the footsteps of St. Francis, for me, was the highlight 

of this trip. To see the San Damiano cross that Jesus 

spoke to Francis through and told him to rebuild his 

church was miraculous. We had arrived in Assisi just 

two days after Pope Francis was there for the Feast 

of St. Francis. The stage that was built for the Pope 

was still set-up and the streets and store windows 

were filled with signs that said “Welcome 

Papa Francseco”. For many of us, Assisi was 

it. Peaceful, tranquil, simply beautiful.

From the peacefulness of Assisi, we 

continued to what I like to call, “Corportate 

Offices.” We were headed to Rome; the 

Eternal City. What a change from where we 

just were. My first impression? The driving 

was insane, there were too many people 

and the Romans were a little rude. That was 

my first impression. Did I fall in love with 

it? Yes. By the time we arrived to our hotel, 

it was time for dinner and then off to bed. 

You see, we had to be up early for the Papal 

Audience. It was hard to even sleep knowing 

that we were going to see Pope Francis in 

the morning. Some of us woke especially 

early and went to the Vatican on our own. 

Seating for the Papal audience is first come, 

first served. We had great seats. After a 

few hours of waiting for Pope Francis, you 

could hear the sounds of screaming as he 

came around the corner in his pope mobile. 

I had no idea what to expect and I can’t explain the 

excitement that came over the several hundred 

thousand people in attendance. Then, around the 

corner, right in front of my eyes, turned the pope 

mobile and there he was! Our Holy Father had 

stopped right in front of us to gently kiss two children 

on our left and then again, a baby on our right. As he 

drove away, I glanced around at the people sitting 

near us. All of them were weeping. It was raining, 

quite hard, as we were all under our umbrellas. The 

only person not under cover, Pope Francis. What a 

man. And now, this quickly became the highlight 

of my trip. Well, unless you count our private Mass 

in St. Paul Outside the Walls. Just when you think 

it can’t get any better! Fr. Dave presided in this 

exquisite Basilica where St. Paul is buried. Fr. Walt 

and Fr. Tony Sejba (who grew up belonging to St. 

Basil and is now studying in Rome) concelebrated. A 

few couples on the trip even renewed their wedding 

vows. It’s hard to explain just how special this 

Mass was. We spent the next two days exploring 

the Vatican Museum, St Peter’s Basilica, along 

with Trevi Fountain, the Spanish steps and Piazza 

Navona, to name a few.

And now it was time for our journey to come to an 

end. Two years of planning and what seemed like 

an eternity of waiting, over. What an extraordinary 

trip with fantastic people. The friendships that were 

made on this trip are unique, and being able to share 

these experiences with each other is something 

we will hold onto for a lifetime. Also, having both 

Frs. Walt and Dave with us was so very special. It 

was nice to relax and enjoy their company. What a 

blessing our Italian Pilgrimage was. Until our next 

trip…Arrivederci!

Fr. Walt, Fr. Dave and Fr. Tony Sejba presiding at 
Mass at St. Paul, Outside-the-Walls, Rome

Venice

Dinner in Rome
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A Ladies Morning Out! Join us on 
a quarterly basis for renewal and 
nourishment of your mind, body 
and spirit. This is a chance to 
meet new women from St. Basil’s 
as well as other cluster parishes 
and share some camaraderie. 

These women’s breakfasts and speaker events are held every three 
months on a Sunday morning from 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM.

Sunday, December 8, 2013: Fr. Walt Jenne

Sunday, March 9, 2014: Sr. Judith Karam 
Director, Sisters of Charity

For more information, contact Phyllis Damico at pmd1@cox.net or 
440-717-0079. Check the bulletin for future announcements.

Women’s Ministry

Saint Basil the Great 
offers adult members 
of the parish a fabulous 
opportunity. Christ 
Renews His Parish is a 
day and a half program 
that is designed for 

men and women to reenergize. The women’s event is 
scheduled for January 18th and 19th. The men’s event 
is scheduled for February 15th and 16th. Your time will 
be spent listening to inspirational talks, brainstorming on 
intriguing ideas, laughing and enjoying delicious food. 
There will be time for reflection. You will catch up with 
old friends and you will make some new friends.

As Catholic children, our path is laid out for us. We are 
baptized, make our First Confession, receive our First 
Holy Communion, are Confirmed, and then maybe we 
get married. If we then have children, we will guide them 
through the same experiences. This is a wonderful and 
joyous time for anyone who is lucky enough to live it. 
After all of this we can sometimes feel a bit disconnected, 
or we can find ourselves searching for something more. 
Christ Renews His Parish offers us a chance to experience 
our faith in a new way. 

The program is sponsored by men and women of our 
parish for the men and women of our parish. You are 
guaranteed an experience like no other. Space is limited 
so register today! You can learn more about CRHP and 
register on the parish web site. Just click on Christ Renews 
His Parish on the Saint Basil home page. Look for our 
upcoming video on You Tube or on the parish web site. 

Welcome! New Parishioners  
to St. Basil the Great

Sean & Mary Kathryn Nehlsen and Daughter
Michael & Sharon Schultz

Kevin & Jaclyn DiGeronimo
Brandon & Shelley Roth and Family
Charles & Ann Koepke and Family

Jennifer Sunday and Family
James & Kathleen Deily 

Evan Miller & Brittany Cronin
Kevin & Kaitlyn Merker and Daughter

Jeff & Pat Budzowski and Family
Kevin & Colleen Kmetz

Carolyn Mauldin and Son
Nathan & Melissa Petznick and Daughter

Michael & Terre Krenisky and Family
Uwe & Addie Winzen and Family

Stanley & Mary Szymczyk
Mark Szymczyk

Richard & Deborah Vavrek and Daughter
Greg & Melissa Moore

Aaron & Candice Vander Weerdt and Daughter
Robert & Nancy Cheich and Family

Anthony & Rosemarie Ducato and Daughter
Joseph & Crystal Orlando and Family
Robert & Christina Metyk and Family

Michael & Marilyn Ivers
Kathleen Logelin and Family

Dominic & Christi Audino and Family
Raymond Bresson

Carrie-Jean Bonacci
Les & Marlene Svoboda

Reynaldo & Joji Gacad and Family
Karl & Susan Kruze and Family

Adam & Jennifer Hechko and Family
Kenneth & Faye Stasiak

Julie Weaver
Treasa Mandzak
Margaret Stoffko
Theresa Javorsky

Joseph & Marian Kovak and Daughter
Dennis & Fabiola Siciliano and Family

Chris Rini &Laura Trout and Family
Jim & Annie Kuras

John & Denise Sahady and Daughter
Jim & Amanda Shurilla

Daniel & Eva Steinel and Daughter
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Info Night & Open House Info Night & Open House 
ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL | INDEPENDENCE

PRESCHOOL, JR. K, and KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION NIGHT / OPEN HOUSE
• Preschool (3 & 4 year old program) 
• Jr. Kindergarten (young 5’s) 
• Full Day Kindergarten
• Before and After Care Program
• Christ-Centered Environment:
   Daily Religion Classes & Weekly Mass
• Strong Academic Curriculum
• Fine Arts & Music Programs
• Computer Education (Preschool-8)
• Foreign Language (Preschool-8) 
        New - Spanish in Preschool!
• Smiles Program that connects our first graders with 
our seniors and other community members
• Extensive Extracurricular Activities, such as
Student Council, Bowling Club, Chess Club, Jump 
Rope Club, Future Teachers Club, Yearbook Club, 
Joy Club, Science Club, Computer/Video Club, 
School Choir, Power of the Pen, Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, Kiwanis K-Kids Club, Kiwanis Builders Club, 
Drama Club, Beginning band, Advanced Band, Jazz 
Band, WSMS Morning Announcement Crew
• Athletic Opportunities
• Among the Highest Overall Iowa Test Scores
   in the Diocese

Open House
Sunday, February 2, 2014
Main Campus
Grades 2-8
6906 Chestnut Road • Independence
11am - 12:30 pm

St. Basil Campus 
Preschool - Grade 1 
8700 Brecksville Road • Brecksville
12:30pm - 1:30 pm

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten 
Information Night 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 • 6:30 pm 
St. Basil Campus 
8700 Brecksville Road • Brecksville

Visit us at our NEW website: 
www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

216/524-6405
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By: Fr. David Liberatore

One of the best liturgies I ever experienced 
in my life was in the Horseshoe at an OSU 
football game. I’ve only been to one Ohio 
State football game and it was an experience 
I’ll never forget. From the moment the band 
warmed up in the field house to the very last 
cheer of the game, I witnessed a well-scripted 
scenario of actions and songs by the tens of 
thousands of people in attendance: From 
the tailgating in the parking lot to the band 
marching into the Ohio Stadium, it seemed 
that all 102,000 spectators were ready for 
the celebration. It came to a crescendo 
when the senior sousaphone player, dotted 
the “i” of Script Ohio before the start of 
the game. The cheers, the singing, and the 
“Hang on Sloopy” scenario at the beginning 
of the fourth quarter, all contributed to 
the ranchos and joyous celebration – all of 
this under the watchful eye of the head of 
Woody Hayes on the scoreboard, bobbling 
his approval. As I left the game, I realized 
that I had experienced a great liturgy. The 
thought then popped into my mind: why 
can’t we Catholics get as excited about Jesus 
Christ as we do about a football?

Liturgy, in a generic sense, is a group of 
people coming together to celebrate an event 
which involves people, actions, sounds, and 
a great deal of celebrating. Take this general 

definition and apply to what we Catholics 
do every time we come together to celebrate 
the Eucharist, and we have “sacred liturgy.”

One of the most important documents to 
come from the Second Vatican Council is 
the “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,” 
promulgated for the Universal Church by 
Pope Paul VI on December 4, 1963. It should 
be mandatory reading for all bishops, priests 
and spiritual leaders. In fact, all Catholics 
should read it. Why? Because it tells us what 
the liturgy should be. The following are a 
couple of its most important themes:

•The liturgy is the summit toward which 
the activity of the Church is directed; at 
the same time it is the font from which 
all her power flows. For the aim and 
the object of apostolic works is that all 
who are made sons of God by faith and 
baptism should come together to praise 
God in the midst of His Church, to take 
part in the sacrifice and to eat the Lord’s 
supper.” (#10)

•The Church “desires that all the faithful 
should be led to that full, conscious 
and active participation in liturgical 
celebrations which is demanded by the 
very nature of the liturgy.” (#14)

Vatican II is very clear about the 
importance of the liturgy: it’s the summit 
or source from which the Church derives 
its power. Here we as “Church” assemble 
to partake in the sacrifice and share in the 
Eucharist. In fact, the Church exists to 
celebrate the Eucharist; it is here that we 
receive our power, our strength and our 
life. This is the public prayer of the Church 
which takes precedence over all other 
forms of prayer. Private prayer, novenas 

and devotions are good, but nothing is 
as important as the celebration of the 
Eucharist. (People who say they don’t need 
to go to Church since they can pray at 
home have no understanding whatsoever 
of the importance of the Eucharist in their 
lives). Eucharist is everything!

If the Eucharist is so important, then doesn’t 
it make sense that we get excited about it? 
Here’s where the example of sports comes in. 
If we get so excited about baseball or football 
and all that it entails, then shouldn’t we get 
even more excited about Jesus Christ, the 
Paschal Mystery and our salvation?

The Church demands that our celebration be 
full, conscious and active participation. My 
understanding of this is that we put our whole 
selves into the action: we sing, we respond to 
the prayers and we raise our arms in song and 
worship. Further, when the Sacred Scripture 
is proclaimed, it should not be the first time 
that week that we experience the readings. 
We should have already prepared ourselves 
ahead of time. When the homilist “breaks 
open” the scriptures, we should be already 
familiar with the passages. An avid baseball 
fan knows a great deal about the game: the 
position of the players, their batting averages, 
their on-base percentage, their RBIs, home 
runs, and for pitchers their ERA. They might 
even know their annual salaries! Shouldn’t we 
know the scriptures as well? 

When we present ourselves for the Sunday 
Eucharistic Celebration we should be 
ready. Why? Because we are encountering 
the most important event of our week. 
There really is nothing more important on 
the planet. Here we encounter the Paschal 
Mystery of Jesus Christ!

What is Liturgy?

If you are interested in participating for one 
hour a week or as a sub on occasion, please 
email Donna Prochaska at dprochaska@

basilthegreat.org. A schedule will be implemented closer to completion of the chapel. Currently the thought is to 
maintain the present Wednesday 9:30 AM until Thursday 7:00 AM Adoration. On the four remaining weekdays 
we will have Adoration from 12 Noon until 9PM.  This would allow people to stop in at lunch and also allow for 
people to adore after work or after school. We will not have Adoration on the weekends, at least initially.

Eucharistic Adoration
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Save the Date!     Please mark your calendars for Saturday, March 15, 2014 when St. Basil 
will celebrate its first Parish-wide Day of Service. Parishioners will volunteer at Cleveland-area social 
service agencies, shelters, churches, and nursing homes. Service projects will include cooking and 
serving food; painting; cleaning; sorting and packaging clothing and food; helping with direct mail 
programs and visiting and entertaining seniors. This Lenten event is expected to be a wonderful 
way to give of yourself as we prepare to commemorate the passion, death and resurrection of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. The day of service will include celebration of Mass at 5:00 PM followed by 
a light dinner in the Family Life Center. We hope that you will join us! 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,  
for such sacrifices are very pleasing to God”  -Hebrews 13:16

Fair Trade and  
Catholic Social Teaching
By: Theresa Domanski
In their Pastoral Letter: Economic 
Justice for All, the US Catholic 
Bishops stated “The economy should 
work for people, and not the other way 
around.” The core message of Catholic 
Social Teaching on the economy is to 

serve the common good. Each of us is called to do our part as 
consumers to ensure that the economy works for everyone. Pope 
Benedict XVI reminds us that, “It is good for people to realize 
that purchasing is always a moral– and not simply economic– 
act.” www.crsfairtrade.org 

Fair trade is an important part of Catholic Social Teaching. 
At its heart, Fair Trade is about building respectful, enduring 
relationships. When we purchase Fair Trade items, we honor 
Catholic Social Teaching by: 
•Exalting the human dignity of small-scale producers overseas
•Exercising a preferential option for the poor
•Acting in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need
•Ensuring that farmers and artisans earn a just wage
•Contributing to a more just distribution of wealth
•Applying the principle of subsidiarity
•Practicing responsible stewardship of our natural resources

These themes represent the foundation of a truly just economic 
order. If you missed our Fair this year, there are still many ways 
to find fair trade products. Local grocery stores that carry food 
items such as coffee, tea, sugar, bananas, chocolate, soap, olive 
oil, etc. are Mustard Seed, Heinen’s and Whole Foods. Please 
click on the Social Concerns tab at www.basilthegreat.org to 
find more resources and where to purchase fair trade items.

Immigration Reform:  
The Position of The Catholic Church

By: Kathleen Mayher, 
Social Concerns Commission

Based on Scripture and Catholic 
Social Teachings, as well as her 
own experience as an immigrant 
Church in the United States, the 
Catholic Church has maintained 
a strong interest in how public 
policy affects immigrants 
seeking a new life in the United 
States. 

The Church believes that current 
immigration laws and policies 

have often led to the undermining of immigrants’ human dignity and 
have kept families apart. The existing immigration system has resulted 
in a growing number of persons in this country living in the shadows as 
they toil in jobs that would otherwise go unfilled. Close family members 
of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents must wait years for a 
visa to be reunited. And, our nation’s border enforcement strategies 
have led to the death or serious injury of thousands of migrants.

The Church does not condone unlawful entry or circumventions of our 
nation’s immigration laws. The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) believe that reforms are necessary in order for our 
nation’s immigration system to respond to the realities of separated 
families and labor demands that compel people to immigrate to the 
United States, whether in an authorized or unauthorized fashion.  The 
USCCB has petitioned Congress to pass immigration reform that 
covers five core principles:

•Provides a path to citizenship for undocumented persons 
living in the United States

•Preserves family unity as a corner-stone of our national 
immigration system

•Provides legal paths for low-skilled immigrant workers 
to come and work in the United States

•Restores due process protections to our immigration 
enforcement policies

•Addresses the root causes of migration, such as persecution 
and economic disparity

Additional information on the Church’s teachings on immigration 
can be found at: usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-
dignity/immigration.
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Liam Patrick Weeks

Elliot Joseph Garnes

Gracyn Helene Caruso

Isaac William Wayne

Lyla Alexis Green

Helen Louise Merker

Zakk Robert Sucharzewski

Addison Winfred Sucharzewski

Ava Elizabeth Pawlak

Samuel Raymond Ressler

Isabella Marie Dimora

Avery Grace Petznick

Edward Louis Krejsa

Colin Wese Vander Weerdt

Justin Daniel Pawlak

Jonathon James Matson

Michael Eugene Matson

Matthew Edward Matson

James Dennis Caruso

Landen Christoff Sookoo

Santino Frank DiVitto

Mina Rose Ducato

Luciana Guadalupe Collier

Owen Paul McGinty

Case Patrick Malue

Eugene Krawczonek
Laura Simpson

Elizabeth Sommer
Cynthia Kodek

Anthony Kosmalski
Edward Kral
Alice Brody

Jesse Guardado
Charles Loparo

Dr. Virgilio Avendano

Georgine Riley
Michael Boyko
Maria Preiszig
Irene Jones

Anthony Sassano
Gene Sobbota
Molly Schutz
Irene T. Glivar
Joseph Sisson
Irene Lambert 

Rest in Peace
Deceased Members of the Parish

By: Mark Shelton
Runners from St. Basil’s , St. Michael’s and Assumption 
parish joined forces to form a single cross country team 

this Fall. Runners in 3rd grade and above competed in CYO cross country meets with races that are 1.5 
to 2 miles long. The runners in 2nd grade and under have intramural races that are one mile long. This 
year, our cross country team included 46 runners from kindergarten through 8th grade. We started 
practicing the first week of August. We practiced at places like the Towpath, Cleveland Metroparks, 
Brecksville Broadview Heights High School and the St. Basil’s parish grounds. Our first race was the 
last week of August, and our last race was in early October. Many of our runners improved their race 
times by 2 to 3 minutes from the first race of the season to the last race.

This season, we enjoyed some exceptional race performances. 4th grader Anna Mehendale came in 
first place in the girl’s elemental race at Woodridge High School. 6th grader Emily Skoczen came in first 
place in the girl’s cadet race at Medina Buckeye. 6th grader Adam Jones had a perfect season winning 
all 6 boy’s cadet races he competed in, including the championship race. Our boy’s cadet team finished 
in either first or second place most of the season, and won the boy’s cadet team championship race 
at Hudson Springs Park. We are always looking 
to add more runners to our team. If you might be 
interested in running cross country next season, 
or you have any questions, please visit our website 
at basilthegreat.org/cross_country.asp or email 
Coach Brad Polman at polman@yahoo.com.

Newly Baptized

CYO SPORTS
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winter 2013

Year-End Charitable Planning
Thanks to our presenters and the parishioners who attended our parish Estate Planning Seminar on October 17th. Because 
of the interest level, we intend to make this an annual event. The audience received straightforward information about the 
benefits of good estate planning and how to get started on the process. Many of the questions from the audience were about the 
Charitable IRA Rollover law which is set to expire on December 31, 2013. Under the current law, if you are over 70 1/2, you can 
make a gift to St. Basil’s directly from your IRA without incurring Federal or Ohio income tax consequences. Your contribution 
also helps you satisfy your Required Minimum Distribution for 2013. As we seek to minimize or eliminate the mortgage for 
our new Adoration Chapel and Gathering Area, please consider using this tax -efficient technique to benefit St. Basil The Great 
Parish before the end of the year. For more information, contact Diane at the Parish office at 440-526-1686.

Rooted in Faith – Forward in Hope
St. Basil the Great

Thank You for Your Generosity!
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Wednesday, December 25, 2013 
Served at 1:15 PM in the Parish Center

Please reserve ___________ seats at the St. Basil Christmas Day Dinner.

Name________________________ Name_______________________

Name________________________ Name_______________________

I will need a ride. _______    I would like to volunteer. _______

Phone number/email _________________________________

Address______________________________________

St. Basil the Great Christmas Dinner

Save the Date for St. Basil the Great! 
Sunday, January 26
The patron saint of our parish was not only a person of 
great learning, but he was completely dedicated to serving 
the poor and needy. Basil bore an effective witness to God, 
who is love and charity, by building for the needy various 
institutions that became virtually a “city” of mercy, called 
“Basiliade” after him. This was the origin of the modern 
hospital structure where the sick are admitted for treatment. 
This year, therefore, we will honor those who serve in the 
medical field—nurses, doctors, paramedics, etc.—at the 
12 noon Mass where Fr. Bruce Riebe, Byzantine pastor of 
St. Joseph’s will preside. A dinner will follow at St. Joseph 
Byzantine Church, with an opportunity to tour the building 
and learn more about the Byzantine Catholic tradition…

Everyone is welcome! Please join us with your family, friends, and neighbors for a great time and a delicious meal 
to share together on this festive day. You do not need to be a parishioner to attend. Seating is limited to 160 and 
is on a first-come, first-served basis. Reservations are required. Questions? Call 440-526-1686. Please return the 
form below no later than December 18 to: St. Basil Church, 8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141.

Communion 
for the 

Homebound

If you or a friend or loved 
one are homebound and 

would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please call the 

parish office at 440-526-1686.


