




These evenings of reflection will foster a strong sense of the spirituality of our everyday, ordinary life,
in our work and personal relationships and encourage a faith vision in which Jesus Christ is 

recognized as present in all of life – calling each of us to cooperate with the Holy Spirit, 
our daily source of divine mercy, wisdom, justice and love.

Rev. Norm Douglas
Pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Church in Akron, Fr. Norm will offer our parish mission, FAITH ALIVE, based on 
his over 20 years presenting parishes with this theme rooted in his work with Heart to Heart Communications, 
Inc., a spiritually-centered, inter-faith organization that brings individuals and organizations together to reflect, 
discuss and promote ways to strengthen the connection between people’s inner spirit, ethical values and daily 
work, which he co-founded in 1990 with Larry Vuillemin.

Join us for fellowship at a light supper (sandwiches and salad) on Sunday night March 5 from 
5:30-7pm in the Parish Center.  Please RSVP here by filling out the form below to let us know how 
many adults and children will be participating.

Submit to parish office by Thursday, March 2nd.

Name                         

Adults attending     Children under 10

Sunday, MarCh 5th,
Monday, MarCh 6th

tueSday, MarCh 7th

7:00-8:15 pM 
eaCh eveninG in ChurCh
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The College Transition
I grew up in Brecksville, Ohio. I never lived more than 10 minutes 
from St. Basil the Great, but at times it seemed like I was millions of 
miles away. After straying from my faith for many years, I decided to 
come home during my junior year of high school. I rediscovered my 
love for Christ and by the time move-in day rolled around, St. Basil 
and the Life Teen program were some of my hardest goodbyes. I 
knew that going into college would be difficult. As a practicing 
Catholic, I knew that there would be new temptations lying around 
every corner, and that my faith in God would truly be put to the 
test. The first few weeks of school I felt lost. I told friends from 
home, those who helped me with my transition back to faith, that 
I felt lost, like my new church on campus wasn’t home. I felt alone without my Life Teen family. After about a 
month of questioning my relationship with God, the one I worked so hard to recreate, I decided I needed to do 
something big.

About a month ago, I was trained to be a hospital minister at The James, the cancer hospital on my campus. 
The anxiety I felt entering the hospital for the first time was indescribable. I was shaking and felt sick to my 
stomach. I have a great fear of hospitals, as I watched one of my parents spend a significant amount of time in 
one. I also have a fear of sharing my faith with people I’ve never met. But, as I walked out of the hospital just 
hours later, I sat down and cried. Never in my life have I so strongly felt God’s presence with me. I found, and 
continue to find myself, overwhelmed by His love and mercy with each visit.

I visit a wide range of patients. I give communion, or spiritual communion, to patients being prepped for 
surgery, patients getting ready to be discharged, and patients who are dying.  The most amazing part of all of 
this is getting to hear the patients talk about their faith. I cannot even begin to imagine how difficult most of 
their lives are. Many of those that I visit can barely breathe on their own and are in immense pain. Yet, their 
faith and trust in God is unwavering. They face trials that many, including myself, cannot comprehend, and 
they still tell me about how they trust in God’s plan and how they are confident that His kingdom will be much 
greater than anything we can experience on Earth.  It reminds me that my problems and pain are temporary. It 
puts my life into perspective. It makes me appreciate all that I have, and all that is to come. Though the patients 
are typically physically weak, they are spiritually strong, and I am immensely grateful that God has put me in a 
situation where I can see that.

Going back to the beginning, I would not have been able to pursue my faith in this way if I did not have a Life 
Teen foundation. It is through Life Teen that I found myself, and I would not have had the confidence to let God 
into my life, and to share His love without the support of Core members and peers.  It is only because of my 
strong background that I have let God work through me, and for that, I am also immensely grateful.

This is a Prayer for Healing that I often say with the patients:  “God, we come to You boldly asking for health 
of mind, body and spirit. Give hope and patience to us and our families. We ask for healing, a forgiving heart, 
and a belief that we are Your special creation.”

Please support our Life Teen program at St. Basil’s, and remember to pray for all of us college students striving 
to be bold and faithful Catholics on campus. 

by A Life Teen Grad
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