
Dear Parish Family:
I am very pleased to inform you that 
beginning on Ash Wednesday you will see 
a new image of the Crucified Christ in the 
Sanctuary. I pray this crucifix will become 
the source of deep prayer, reflection and 
devotion during the season of Lent and 
Holy Week. It will stand as a constant 
reminder to all of us of God’s great love 
and mercy in sending his son Jesus to 
suffer and die in order to redeem us. We 
will restore the image of the Risen Christ 
in the Sanctuary for the Easter Season.

I believe that as we view Christ crucified 
we are given insight into the meaning and 
acceptance of human suffering. I do not 
propose to have an answer to the question 
of why so many suffer in our world and 
among our loved ones and friends and 
even in our own lives. I do believe that 
in the suffering and death of Jesus, the 
Son of God, there is much upon which to 
reflect and bring to prayer. If we can begin 

to unite the suffering of so many in our 
world and in our lives with His suffering, 
perhaps it can help us to continue on with 
hope as a people who are redeemed. 

I would most sincerely encourage you 
to make use of all the opportunities for 
spiritual growth, prayer and inspiration 
during the sacred season of Lent: the 
Stations of the Cross, the Monday 
evening Lenten Prayer Services, the 
Parish Communal Reconciliation, the 
opportunities for private reconciliation, 
the Parish Mission, and all of the Triduum 
Liturgies and Services on Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

I would also encourage you to make time 
for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
in our beautiful Adoration Chapel each 
weekday from 12:00 noon until 9:00 p.m. 
The Blessed Sacrament is present in the 
Adoration Chapel each Wednesday after 
9:00 a.m. Mass until before the 7:00 a.m. 
Mass on Thursday. Bring everything in 
your heart to the Lord. Tthere is no better 
place to bring yourself and all that you 
carry with you.

The schedule for all Lenten services and 
liturgies is listed in this newsletter. Please 
post it for reference. I assure you of my 
prayers and remembrance in my Masses 
during Lent and Holy Week. I am blessed 
to serve with you and for you here at St. 
Basil the Great. If I can ever be of service 
to you, please contact me.

In His Love,

www. basilthegreat. org 8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, OH 44141 440–526–1686
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Lenten Evenening Prayer 2015
Join us the following Mondays

at 7:00pm in the Church:

March 2 (Fr. Kevin)
March 9 (Sr. Judith)
March 16 (Fr. Dave)
March 23 (Fr. Walt)

Easter Evening Prayer Services
April 13 and May 4

Darkness
Beautiful music

Candles 

TENEBRAE
Service at St. Basil

Wednesday of Holy Week
April 1st at 7:00PM  

in the Church

What is it?
“Tenebrae” is Latin for 
“shadows,” so this is a service of 
shadows. In this service there is 
increasing darkness to dramatize 
the rising sadness of Holy Week. 
It starts out with the church in 
candlelight. The purpose of the 
service is to recreate the betrayal, 
abandonment, and agony of the 
events of Holy Week, and it 
is left unfinished, because the 
story isn’t over until Easter Day.

Reconciliation
The forgiveness of our sins is a graced moment in our 

spiritual journey. During the Rite of Penance after we have 
confessed our sins, received guidance and a penance from the 
priest we receive a blessing and absolution. In the blessing we 
are reminded that our sins are forgiven through the suffering, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are reminded of 
how much God loves us and we are challenged to do our best 

to avoid sin and live in God’s love. 
All confessions are in the Church.

Diocesan-wide Confessions
Wednesday, March 4 | 5:00 – 8:00 pm

Communal Reconciliation
Wednesday, March 25 | 7:00 pm

 
Individual Reconciliation

Wednesdays, February 25, March 11 and 18 | 6:15-6:45 pm
Saturdays | 3:30-4:30 pm except

Saturday, March 28 | 10:00 – 11:00 am and 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Thursday, April 2 | 3:00 – 5:00 pm
Friday, April 3 | 10:00 am – noon

Stations of  
the Cross

Fridays in Lent at 7:00 pm
February 20 – Fr. Walt
February 27 – Fr. Kevin
March 6 – Deacon Lou
March 13 – Mary Ann Webb
March 20 – Nancy and 
Stephanie
March 27 – Children’s Stations  
 of the Cross

Fridays in Lent at 9:30 am
Led by Sr. Judith Wood and  
 Patti Barth
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By Fr. Walt Jenne
The primary focus of the Honduras 
Mission at this time is the installation of 
water purification systems in the Villages 
surrounding San Francisco dela Paz. 
We now have installed 27 water systems 
serving 13,000 people, with 4-5 more 
this year. The systems cost about $3,500 
each and include construction of a small 
building to house the system as well as the 
containers, filters, electric or gas motors 
and large tanks to collect and then purify 
the water. We also use piping, gauges 
(maintain water pressure) and hardware. 
The majority of the water systems have 
been donated by St. Basil parishioners. 
We install one or two systems on each 
mission trip. We enter an agreement with 
the water committee in each village with 
a clear understanding that they will begin 
purchasing the replacement filters after 
the first year of operation. Our ultimate 
goal is to ensure that the water systems 
become self-supporting and thus will 

be self-sustaining in the future. We also 
provide funding for families to construct 
latrines in the villages. Thus far, more 
than 220 latrines have been built, many 
in villages that previously were without, 
with 30 more on the way.

We also provide maintenance and 
improvements to the orphanage in 
Juticalpa. There are usually about 35 
children from babies to teens living at 
the orphanage, which is administered 
by wonderful Franciscan Sisters. The 
children are beautiful and delightful. 

Finally, we are in the process of replacing 
the roofs in the Hogar del Nino where we 
are based during our trips. The Hogar was 
built some 15 years ago and the wooden 
beams supporting the roofs have been 
infiltrated and destroyed by termites. 
The new steel beams will eliminate the 
problem. The funds donated at Fr. Walt’s 
20th anniversary celebration and Fr. 
Dave’s birthday will be a huge help with 
the cost of replacing the roofs.

Future Honduras mission trips: the 
second mission trip of 2015 will take place  
July 12 – 19. We are very interested in 
taking a team of doctors, dentists and 
nurses on this trip. The medical team 

would travel to villages with the doctor 
who serves at the Hogar del Nino Medical 
Clinic. The team will provide basic health 
screening to the people in the villages. 
Any health care professionals interested 
in learning more are asked to contact Fr. 
Walt and/or attend our next Honduras 
Information Night on Wednesday, March 
18 at 7:30 pm in the Family Life Center.

For the last 3 years we have had 
Honduran soldiers accompanying us on 
all of our mission trips. Two soldiers travel 
everywhere we go on each of the trucks. 
They are fine young men who are very 
disciplined and often join in helping with 
the projects.

A mission trip is just a great experience. 
The people are very grateful for everything 
we do for and with them. Honduras 
information packets are available at 
the Parish Office or go to the Parish 
Website for additional information. Your 
generosity will be greatly appreciated with 
our annual Lenten Coin Collection. All of 
the funds benefit the mission. There are no 
overhead or administrative expenses with 
the mission. Each mission team member 
pays for the flight, food and international 
health insurance.

Honduras Mission Update

Our teams installed water purification  
systems in villages.

Lenten Coin Collection
Please take home one of the almsgiving cups to benefit our Honduras 
Mission. The cups will be available on Ash Wednesday.

They can be returned to the parish office 
the weekend of March 28-29, 2015. 

The coins really make a difference in our continuing 
ability to serve the people. Your generosity in support of 
our Honduras Mission is greatly appreciated and truly 
makes a difference for the good people of the parish of 
St. Francis de Asis, Honduras.
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Welcome New Parishioners!
Daniel Morgan

Jonathan & Angela Buchwald and Daughter
Darin & Beth Kershner and Daughter

Susan Hughes
Chris Schroeder

Chris & Tracy Cahoon
Eve Wiese

John & Roseann Strieter
Amy DeCesare and Family

Kevin Porvaznik & Ashley Potosky
Gerald & Julie Hairston and Son

Jason & Sarah Cahill and Son
Kevin & Susan Anpanasewicz

Jamie Kuthan
Michael & Cilia Holocker and Family

Brian & Sara Clawson and Son
Trisha Durichko and Son

Ted & Anita Bruzdzinski and Family
Alexandra Bruzdzinski and Son

Nancy Carter
Bill & Jayme Misconish and Family
Mark Tushan & Maria Antonelli

Ronald & Julienne Novak and Daughter
Tom & Darlene Wallace and Family

Antony Canterna & Jamie Plascak and Family
Jacob & Susan Lawrence and Son

Samantha Posey
Joe Wittine & Emma Atkinson

Matthew & Samantha Wain and Daughter
Michael Gabrail

Andrew & Nawf Warnement and Family
John & Colette Berdysz and Son

Bradley & Monica Wise and Family
John & Mary Gillombardo

New Parishioner Dinner
Have you registered as a new parishioner 
in the last two years and have not been 
able to attend a new parishioner welcome 
dinner? If so, please feel free to attend on 

Friday, April 24th 
Family Life Center, 6:30 pm

Enjoy an opportunity to meet the staff and other 
new parishioners. There is no planned program for 
the evening. We will simply sit down as a parish 
family and enjoy a meal together and one another’s 
company. Please respond by emailing Phyllis Damico at  
pdamico@basilthegreat.org. Please give your name, phone 
number and number of family members attending.

Anointing of the 
Sick Mass

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
AT 2:00 PM

What are the reasons for  
the communal Anointing of the Sick?
•Christ, his Apostles and the Church used sacred 
anointing as healing signs for the body, soul, mental 
and physical ailments.

•The Sacrament of Anointing should be given in time of 
need and not only at the time of imminent death.

•The Sacrament honors both the physical and spiritual 
healing presence of Christ.

•Cures in the form of strengthening, peace, and courage 
to overcome the difficulties that go with serious illness 
or the frailty of old age.

Who may be anointed?
Anyone who desires the prayer of the Church on 
behalf of their health should receive the Sacrament.
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Maria D’Angelo
Elizabeth Kusmirek

Dr. Irene Lalak
Marie A. Darwal

Edward Nehls
Rose Berardinelli

Daga Moroz
Daniel Glow

Richard Eisenmann
Geoffrey Salisbury

George Macura
Helen Sorokes

Annie B. Kalnasy
Richard Horvath
Harriet Hepner

Lynn William Delaney
Lois Ann Harmath

Rosa Verrett
Libbie Rehor

Martin J. Hess
Valerie Payer
Mark Figler

Regis Pensock
Stella Presby

Phyllis M. Laski
Charles Laurie

Anthony R. Catalano
Richard T. Schulte

Rest in Peace
Deceased Members 

of the Parish

Nursing Home Visitation
If you or a family member is admitted to a nursing home or rehabilitation 
facility, please notify the parish office so we can arrange a visit. With the strict 
confidentiality laws, we do not know when or where a person is in residence.

Also, if you or any loved ones are admitted to a hospital and would like a 
visit, please notify the parish office. We maintain a list of hospital patients 
and nursing home/rehab facility residents but we really need your help in 
maintaining and updating these lists. You may email us at office@basilthegreat.
org, call the parish office at 440-526-1686.

Grief Share...
...support and encouragement for your grief journey.
After the funeral, when the cards and flowers have stopped coming, 
most of the people around you return to their normal lives. But your 
grief continues and you feel alone. Whether your loss is a family 
member or a good friend, Grief Share can help you heal. You’ll meet 
other people who understand your hurts, emotions, and painful 
experiences. You’ll receive practical information from the DVD videos, 
which feature top experts on grief recovery subjects, and case studies 
of people just like you, who have been through the grief experience. 
You’ll also have the opportunity to tell your story, but there’s never 
any pressure to do so. It doesn’t matter if your loss is recent, or in the 
past: Grief Share can help! The next session will begin Sunday, 
April 12th, at 1:15pm in Room 7 of the Education Center. 
You’ll find more information in the Grief Share brochure, which is in 
the pamphlet racks in the Church or Rectory vestibules.

Funeral Luncheons – Celebrating 15 Years!
In 1999, as the plans for a new building at St. Basil’s began to take shape, Father Walt’s 
dream of having a special place for funeral lunches figured into the overall design of 
the Family Life Center. Beginning with a small core of women, the Funeral Lunch 
Teams have expanded through the years to four rotating teams, encompassing more 
than 130 men & women who set up and serve the meal. Using real dishes, glasses, and 
silverware, these volunteers provide a home-like setting where the families can gather 
after a funeral or Memorial Mass. In addition, nearly fifty bakers provide delicious 
desserts. Families are asked to pay a per-person fee for the food, which is provided by 
local restaurants. The service, beverages, desserts, and space are provided free of charge. 
Families may take home any left-over food, or donate it to a homeless shelter.

If you are interested in becoming a part of this worthwhile ministry, either as a server or 
baker, please contact Mary Ann Webb at mawpsr@aol.com, or 440-792-4721.

If you or a friend or loved one is homebound and would like to receive Holy 
Communion for Easter, please call the parish office at 440-526-1686.
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Catholics Returning Home
Have you been hurt or angered by the Church? There 
are others who may share many of your feelings. 
We would like to know your feelings and address 
your questions. Here at St. Basil the Great, we have 
a special program to help non-practicing Catholics 
return to the Church entitled “Catholics Returning 

Home”. We are happy to report that we have had numerous calls 
from people seeking answers to questions about returning to the 
Catholic Church. Some have been attending our meetings over 
the last several months on Wednesday evenings in the Education 
Center. A small group of parishioners, some of whom are former 
non-practicing Catholics, share their stories and listen to your 
feelings and concerns. Our next series consists of six consecutive 
Wednesday evenings beginning on 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015  
at 7:30pm in Room 7 of the Education Center
The sessions are informal and filled with information. We would 
like to invite anyone who is interested to join us. There is no 
obligation, and perhaps your questions will be answered. For 
more information, please call Sharon Szabo at 440-336-4722 or 
e-mail shasza04@gmail.com. If you know of anyone who might 
be interested, please pass this article on to him/her. 

Congratulations 
to Sharon Szabo

Sharon was recently certified 
as a lay ecclesial minister in a 
ceremony presided by Bishop 
Richard Lennon at St. John the 
Evangelist Cathedral. Sharon and 
her husband, Roger, have been 
parishioners at St. Basil for twenty-
six years. They have 2 sons and a 
daughter, and four grandchildren. 
She entered the program 12 years 
ago, going to school evenings and 
weekends, while working full time 
in human resources management 
for a software developer. Sharon 
has been active in the parish as 
a member of the Parish Council, 
Eucharistic Minister, teacher in 
the PSR high school program, 
Confirmation facilitator for teens, 
and a member of the RCIA team. 

Outreach - Connections - Prayer
In an effort to connect with you, bind our parish together in prayer, and make a real 
difference in your lives, we will be launching a new outreach initiative this year.  Very 
simply, one of our prayer warriors will be calling your household at some point this year 
to ask for your prayer intentions.  That person will take your intention and privately lift 
you up in prayer.  We won’t stop until we have interceded for all 4,000 of our parishioner 
households. If you have very good reason to believe the parish records do not have your 
current phone number, send your current information to klekan@basilthegreat.org.  
Prayer works, and we want to pray for you!
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Br Fr. David Liberatore

A grieving man 
entered the Catholic 
Church office one 
day, asking to see 
the pastor. His 
request was that the 
church schedule a 
funeral for his dog, 

who had just died. When the pastor 
explained that it is not the policy of the 
church to celebrate funerals for pets, 
the man responded: “Well, I guess I’ll 
go down the street to the Protestant 
Church. I know they’ll do it and I’ll 
make my $10,000 offering there.” 
“Wait a minute,” the priest retorted; 
“You didn’t tell me your dog was 
Catholic!”

I’ve told this joke often over the years, 
but I was startled one day when this 
actually happened to me: An inebriated 
man approached the office, was 
very obnoxious to my secretary, and 
demanded that I have a funeral for 
his recently deceased dog. In fact, he 
refused to leave the office until I agreed. 
He was so out of control, I had to call 
the police, who forcibly removed him 
and took him to jail. (And it wasn’t 
because he didn’t offer $10,000!) 
When I called his wife to inform her 
what happened, I was expecting the 
worst. But she thanked me for putting 
him in the “slammer” and said “Maybe 
this will knock some sense into him!”

There definitely is a grieving process for 
pet lovers who lose their pets. I really 
didn’t understand this until I lost my 
dog, Maxine, in 2001. I got her from the 
Medina dog warden in 1988, when she 
was about 3 years old. It was love at first 
sight! She was good. She always was. 
Her normal station during the day was 
by the front door of the office to greet 

whomever came in. Just about everyone 
who entered, entered with a smile. 
When she wasn’t working the door, 
usually she could be found under my 
desk (except when there was activity in 
the kitchen). She heard everything and 
learned all sorts of classified stuff. But 
she was bound by the seal of confession!

Maxine was a frequent visitor to the 
school and was an occasional prop for a 
homily. Just about everyone in the parish 
knew her. She was a very loyal dog: The 
windows in the dining room of St. 
John Bosco rectory stretched from floor 
to the ceiling. When I would go out, 
Maxine would sit on the window ledge 
of one of those windows, watching me 
drive away. When I returned, perhaps 
several hours later, she was still there, 
waiting. There’s a great deal of truth 
to the axiom that “a dog is man’s best 
friend.”

One year I used Maxine as a prop for 
a First Communion homily, which 
that year occurred on Good Shepherd 
Sunday, so named because the Sunday 
readings have several references to 
sheep and shepherds. Since the kids 
probably never saw a shepherd and 
didn’t know very much about sheep, 
I thought I would use the example 
of what pet-lovers do for their dogs 
and cats. On this particular Sunday, I 
arranged for Maxine to walk down the 
center aisle of the church towards me, 
at the beginning of the homily. I picked 
her up, and while holding her, told the 
kids what I did for my dog, I tried to 
equate our relationship with our pets 
to the relationship that we (the sheep) 
have with Jesus (The Good Shepherd). 
What we do for our pets could reflect 
what Christ does for us. The loyal and 
devoted response of our pets could 
reflect the kind of loyalty and response 

Christ expects from us. Max’s loyalty to 
me for over 13 years was a good lesson 
of the kind of loyalty I must have for 
Christ. 

I intended to do that just once, on 
that Good Shepherd Sunday. But the 
precedent had been set, so it became 
a tradition for almost 10 years. Over 
the years the kids insisted that Maxine 
show up at their First Communion 
Mass. (She’s in a lot of videos!)

Max was a blessing from God. Animals 
truly are, especially dogs. They’re totally 
loyal and devoted. If we love them, they 
sense that and, as a result, we can’t do 
anything to change it.

Maybe you have to be a dog lover to 
appreciate this, but that tail wagging, 
constant joy and loyal waiting was 
a continual reminder to me of my 
relationship with God. Maxine didn’t 
ask for anything but a little bit of love 
and her sole satisfaction was to be with 
me. She gave me a small glimpse of how 
to respond to God’s love.

Corollary: Are our pets in Heaven? 
(Even Pope Francis recently weighed in 
on the subject.) It’s an open question, 
but I would like to think that I’ll see 
Maxine again!

Our pets can teach us many lessons
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by Sister Judith Wood OSF

Even when Lent seems to arrive all too 
early, as it does this year, I find myself 
anticipating the season with some 
measure of excitement. To be sure, 
for some people this may seem a bit 
strange, especially so if this period of 
time is associated primarily with the act 
of “giving up” something we enjoy. But 
there is much more of a reason for the 
season (as we often say about Christmas) 
than most people imagine… and that’s 
what I’d like to share with you here.

First of all, did you know that the season 
of Lent evolved in the ancient church as 
a means of inviting all the faithful to 
share in the final weeks of preparation 
for those individuals preparing to 
be baptized at the Easter Vigil? In 
the early church, most people being 

baptized were adults 
who had experienced 
a personal conversion 
to the way of Christ, 
and who spent one or 
more years preparing 
for initiation into the 
Christian community. 
During this time, 
they were known as 
Catechumens (those 
receiving catechesis/
instruction in the faith) and when they 
were ready to receive the Sacraments, 
they were presented to the local bishop 
and became known as the Elect, those 
“called” to the Sacraments of Initiation. 
The church has reestablished this 
process in our own time so that all 
adults, and children over seven years of 
age, who wish to become disciples of 
Christ participate in a similar process. 
On the First Sunday of Lent, they sign 
the Book of the Elect in their parish 
and later that day, they are presented 
to the Bishop at the Cathedral. On the 
same day, we at St. Basil Parish begin 
those six weeks by making a personal 
commitment to an ongoing conversion 
to the way of Christ.

While the Elect prepare for Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist, we 
prepare to renew our Baptism at 

Easter. Everything we do 
during Lent—whether it 
be fasting, giving alms, 
spending more time 
in prayer and reading 
Scripture—is meant to 
help us have a change of 
heart, a “metanoia” in 
order to become more 
fully conformed to the 
mind and heart of Christ. 
That is exactly what can 
make Lent an adventure! 

We have the opportunity to participate 
in a process through which we can 
come to know Christ again as if for the 
first time.

Then following Lent, we celebrate the 
Easter Triduum—three days which 
celebrate the one feast of the passover of 
Jesus from death to life, Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Easter Sunday. At the 
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, our Elect 
are baptized into the body of Christ and 
receive Christ’s body and blood in the 
Eucharist for the first time. If we have 
been able to celebrate the season of Lent 
well, when we light our candles and 
renew our baptismal vows, it can be 
as though we too have just risen from 
the waters of baptism and entered into 
this mystery of dying and rising with 
Christ. Then the deepest meaning of 
the Eucharist will be brought home 
to us, and we will have tasted the 
Resurrection.

Why I Look Forward to Lent…

Rite of Becoming a Catechumen

Rite of Election
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PARISH DAY 
OF SERVICE

On Saturday April 25, 
St. Basil the Great Parish will 
conduct its second “Parish 
Day of Service.” On that day, 
parishioners will collectively 
provide thousands of hours of 
service at Cleveland and Akron 
area social service agencies, 
shelters, churches, and nursing 
homes. Service projects will 
include preparation and serving 
of meals for the sick and the 
homeless, painting, cleaning, 
sorting and packaging clothing 
and food, outdoor clean-
up, visiting and entertaining 
seniors and shut-ins and making 
greeting cards for the sick and 
elderly. Most of the projects 
will last 3-4 hours and will run 
between the hours of 8:00 am 
and 4:00 pm. Projects will be 
available for all ages and skill 
sets. Registration will begin on 
March 12 via the parish web site 
(www.basilthegreat.org).

This event is a way to share your 
time and talents with those less 
fortunate. As Pope Francis has 
stated “The world tells us to seek 
success, power and money; God 
tells us to seek humility, service 
and love”. We hope that you will 
join us. Any questions can be 
directed to Kathleen Mayher at 
330.659.7349.

Can you help with 
Eucharistic Adoration?

We are currently in need of a few people to fill adoration times on Tuesday 
afternoon from 2-3 and from 3-4. This Lent would be a good opportunity 
to find peace and a deepening of your faith in adoring Christ present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Please consider signing up for an Adoration time. We 
are very grateful for your participation because we cannot do it without you. 
Remember that if for some reason you are unable to meet your committed 
hour, please find a sub or contact the other individuals at your time to ensure 
they will be present. It is important that the Blessed Sacrament never be left 
unattended. If you have any questions or cannot find a sub, please contact 
Donna Prochaska at the Parish Office at dprochaska@basilthegreat.
org or (440) 526-1686. Thank you again for your commitment to our 
Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament.

A Message from  
     Deacon Rob Ramser
God’s Blessings to all! I wanted to take 
the opportunity to thank the St. Basil 
Community for making me feel so 
welcome at the parish during my time 
here as a transitional deacon. For those 
of you whom I have not yet had the 
pleasure of meeting, my name is Rob 
Ramser and I am assigned to St. Basil’s 
as a transitional deacon as I continue 
my preparations for (God-willing) 
priestly ordination this Spring.

I am a Cleveland boy through and through. I grew up in the Old Brooklyn 
neighborhood of Cleveland and went to St. Leo the Great Parish and Grade 
School. My high school years were spent at Trinity and then my Bachelor’s 
Degree was obtained from John Carroll University in 2009. Currently, I am 
a parishioner of St. Stanislaus Parish in Slavic Village and in my last year of 
seminary studies at St. Mary Seminary.

Know of my prayers for you all as I continue to minister with you and for you 
in this great community.

May Our Lady of Good Counsel watch over us all and our Patron, St. Basil, 
intercede to the Lord on our behalf.

Welcome Deacon Rob
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Wesley Martin Walter
Kylie Marie Kershner

Giovanni Vincent Mazzola
Maiella Amalia Gaudio

Ella Elizabeth Ianni
Antonio Umberto Manocchio, Jr.

Cadence Rose Sternad
Willamina Ann Paczak

Cristiano Llotta Incorvaia
Clara Elizabeth Cotton
Nathan Samuel Pittner

Grace Elizabeth Shedron
Logan Benno Vlcek

Brant Robert Jackson
Roman Christopher Mastriano

Mason Thomas Madden

Hudson James Sarkees
Lucy Elizabeth DiGeronimo
Xavier Raymond Anderson

Sophia Isabella Copp
Natalie Maria Stasko

Catherine Marie Hechko
Nicholas Edward Fondran

Newly Baptized Children at St. Basil

A great time was had by all as we 
celebrated Fr. Walt’s 20 years as 
Pastor and Fr. Dave’s 80th birthday 
on Saturday, January 31. In lieu of 
gifts, donations were made to the 
Honduras Mission. Thanks to all 
those who supported our Honduras 
Mission and attended the celebration.

PSR News
Important dates:
Second Grade Retreat
Saturday, April 18th - 1:00pm

Last Sunday Classes
Sunday, April 26th 

Group First Communions
Sunday, May 3rd - 2:00pm
Saturday, May 9th - 11:00am

Last PSR Gr. 1-8 Class
Monday/Tuesday,  
May 11th - 12th

Summer School Gr. 4-8
(TENTATIVELY)
Weeks of June 15th & 22nd, 
with registration after Easter

Vacation Bible School
(TENTATIVELY)
July 20th - 24th, 
with registration mid-May 

Celebrating 20 Years of Ministry 
and a Birthday
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St. Basil Campus
walk through wednesdays

March 11  •  April 15 •  May 13
9:30 - 11 am 

RSVP by the Friday before to  
440/717-0398

CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS  
Q/A 

GRADE LEVEL PRESENTATIONS 
REFRESHMENTS 

CHILDREN WELCOME

PERSONAL TOURS
 

Interested in visiting one of our campuses?  
Call 216/524-6405 to schedule.

9AM-2PM AT BOTH CAMPUSES • 216/524-6405 FOR DETAILS
registration underway

Greetings and Happy New Year from the staff and students at St. Michael 
School!  Our school has just celebrated Catholic Schools Week with activities 
of faith, service and fun. I would like to acknowledge the dedication of our 

teachers, students, parents, and parishioners for their willingness to go the extra mile, 
and always strive to take our students to the next level. Our students are encouraged to 
try new adventures and never to back down from a challenge. Their dedication to our 
school, commitment to Catholic education, and their willingness to work together to 
ensure our students make this world a better place by striving to share their Catholic 
faith with others by word and example is one of the main reasons why families choose 
St. Michael School.  Thank you for supporting Catholic education in our parishes!

God’s Peace and Blessings,

Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal

st. michael school students
making blankets for those less fortunate  . . .

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com • follow us on Facebook!
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St. Basil’s parish website has a new look!
If you have been to www.basilthegreat.org recently, you’ve noticed a whole new look. We are always striving to serve 
our parishioners in new and better ways, so check out some of the features of the new website. 

• Event list on the home page – easily find out what’s coming up soon at the parish
• News section – Get the latest news and reminders
• Mobile site – special mobile site for easy viewing on phones and tablets
• A-Z listing of ministries – 80+ ministries listed with pages, descriptions, contact info
• Search bar – type in what you’re looking for in the upper right of the home page
• Prayer box – type your anonymous prayer intention and we’ ll pray for it
• Sign up for electronic giving or do a one-time direct donation
• More pages, the most up-to-date info, and more ways to stay connected

Special thanks to everyone who has given of their time & talents to design and maintain our website over the years. 
God bless you for this special and very necessary ministry!

Do you ever 
wonder just 
what happens 
to those food- 
filled green 
donation bags 

after you leave them in church? Like most 
things in life there is a story!

Nearly 20 years ago, under a small narrow 
stairwell of St. Catherine Church at 93rd 
and Union, Sr. Eunice Campbell SND saw 
a need to help a few neighborhood families 
with food assistance. She had a few shelves 
stocked with non-perishables and kept 
client information on handwritten cards. 
After some time, the space was expanded 
and redesigned into the lower church hall 
by some volunteers from St. Basil. Today, 
although the church building is gone, 
we retain the same name, serve over 230 
families monthly and now occupy space 
in the former convent on property owned 
by Imagine School.

The Pantry is an agency in good standing 
with the Hunger and Shelter Network 
of Catholic Charities and the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank. Through both of 
them we have access to FEMA funding, 

Harvest for Hunger funding, USDA and 
OFP food products and new equipment 
programs. But a crucial portion of 
our balance sheet is DONATIONS, 
DONATIONS, DONATIONS! And 
the St. Basil Parish Family has unerringly 
stepped up to the plate!

Each month those filled green bags are 
set out, collected and transported to the 
pantry by St. Basil families. On Monday 
and Wednesday teams of volunteers empty, 
sort and organize the donations. They 
also begin to pack brown shopping bags 
with staples like peanut butter, jelly, tuna, 
pasta, soup, fruit, stew, chili and spaghetti 
sauce. On Tuesday and Thursday each 
week, other groups of volunteers sign in 
and distribute the packed bags to clients. 
When donations do not cover our need, 
we receive/purchase food items from the 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank. Again, 
volunteers unload on average 5,000 
pounds of GCFB product delivered to us 
every month.

Besides the monthly food collection, we 
have partnered with our PSR regular and 
summer programs, Summer Bible School 
program, St. Michael School, Gesu 

School, City of Independence Summer 
Produce Market, Brecksville Kiwanis 
Baskets of Hope program. Two of our 
biggest partners are our local Giant Eagle 
and Heinens. Each of those stores donate 
bakery goods twice a week, each and every 
week of the year!

In 2014, the pantry served 2058 families 
with a total of 3089 food bags. Those 
numbers, though lower than the past 
several years, reflect that the pantry was 
shut down during the 2014 “Polar Vortex” 
with frozen pipes! Families also receive 
meat, bread and bakery, dairy and frozen 
food. With an emphasis on nutrition, in 
June of 2014, we began distributing 1,000 
pounds of GCFB fresh produce every 
Tuesday.

All of us at the pantry are truly grateful 
for every single donation, food, monetary, 
time, talent and even those blue and 
colored bags!!! No matter how small, 
each one makes a difference! Fr. Walt, 
the entire parish staff and St. Basil faith 
community lead the way with their 
phenomenal support. Please know that 
our sincere THANK YOU comes from 
the heart. 

St. Basil Food Pantry
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By Father Kevin Shemuga

The Sabbath 
to the Jews is 
a weekly holy 
day. No work is 
to be done but 
the focus was 
entering into 
the peace of the 
Lord through 

prayer and family. Jesus kept the Sabbath 
faithfully. This weekly time allowed him 
to enter into the lives of his brothers and 
sisters and to praise his Father. It was a time 
he could teach the people about his Father. 
Some were astonished by his wisdom, 
others, disdained him.

A man in Mark’s gospel (Mark 1, 21-
28) who suffered greatly came to the 
Sabbath worship and disrupted the whole 
gathering. He challenged Jesus. He knew 
his teaching power and authority, but, was 
not impressed or drawn to follow Him. 
Conflict ensued.

Jesus did not back down and great things 
happened. An unclean spirit or demon 
was expelled. All in the synagogue and 
neighborhood came to a new revelation 
of Him and God through the Sabbath 
worship.

Every Sunday, we are privileged to gather 
on our Sabbath around the teaching Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are keeping the Sabbath 
by our presence with Him at the Eucharist. 
But, much more is demanded of us. We are 

to allow the Lord to be in communion with 
us. Through this communion with Him, 
some conflict may occur because all sin is 
expelled from us and we are to go forth and 
bring this new life to others.

The keeping of the Sabbath must flow into 
our entire week. We are to bring peace 
to our homes. The energy here helps our 
work and schooling. We are to have little 
Sabbaths every day in our daily prayer with 
the Lord. We are to bring healing to those 
who are distressed.

I hope Sunday does stand at the high point 
of our week as we enter into the rest and 
communion of the Lord. Please try to 
attend the Eucharist on and to devote time 
to our families on the best day of the week!

By Father Kevin Shemuga

On Wednesday evening January 21, 
2015 we gathered at the Eucharist to 
celebrate life! So many came to witness 
what our Catholic faith holds on human 
life and articulated by our US Catholic 
Bishops:

We proclaim that human life is a 
precious gift from God; that each 
person who receives this gift has 
responsibilities toward God, self and 
others; and that society, through its 
laws and social institutions, must 
protect and nurture human life at 
every stage of its existence. 

–U.S. Catholic Bishops, Pastoral Plan 
for Pro-Life Activities, November 2001

The Eucharist was lively! The 
readings  music and homily  expressed 
our commitment to be in union 
with Christ who defends all life 
from conception to natural death. 
Transitional Deacon Jeffrey Barnish 

also was at the altar to assist. Kathleen 
Mayher wrote and prayed these 
beautiful petitions at the Eucharist:

1. For the Church: Our Holy Father 
Pope Francis, the clergy, the religious, 
the consecrated and the lay faithful, 
that we may be witnesses to the gift of 
life and love to the world. We pray to 
the Lord…

2. In the spirit of welcoming taught by 
our Lord, may we embrace and care 
for the poor, the unborn child, the 
sick and the dying, victims of war and 
those on death row. By our example, 
may we bear witness that all life has 
value. We pray to the Lord…

3. For our elected and appointed 
officials, that they may courageously 
advance the protection of every human 
life, the dignity of every person and the 
common good of all people. We pray to 
the Lord...

4. That all people may avoid the 
temptation to solve their problems 

by resorting to violence, particularly 
against the most vulnerable members 
of our society. We pray to the Lord….

5. That those women who are 
considering abortion may find in our 
Church community the courage and 
the resources they need to say yes to 
life. We pray to the Lord…

Please use these petitions as a source of 
your prayer during the upcoming days of 
Lent as we together pray for and end to 
abortion and we protect and cherish life.

The Gift of Sunday!

Petitions in Support of Life
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St. Basil the Great’s Women’s 
Ministry: Gifts of the Spirit (GOTS) 

Since its inception in September 2012, the 
GOTS women’s ministry has been very 
spiritually fulfilling for hundreds of women! 
Evaluations received express such sentiments as 
“very inspirational and enlightening,” “I enjoyed 
the camaraderie, friendliness and honesty of 

everyone,” “It was delightful and I want to come back,” “Fabulous homemade food,” 
“The speakers are so full of the holy spirit. They bring the holy trinity alive.” 

GOTS is held on a quarterly basis on Sunday mornings. The mission of the ministry 
is to provide a way that women of all ages can be awakened to the Holy Spirit present 
in their lives and to encourage discipleship and nurturing of their faith. Each session 
brings more and more women together (average of 80-110 per event) for a spiritual, 
joyful, motivational morning with, of course, a splash of humor! 

Some of the speakers have included Sr. Judith Wood, Sr. Mary Ann Flannery, Father 
Walt Jenne, Brooke Taylor (95.5 the Fish), Treva Dillick, Sr. Judith Karam, Fr. Kevin 
Shemuga and most recently Professor Jeanne Colleran. The next speaker/breakfast 
will be on March 15 with Deacon Lou Primozic, followed by Karen Coyne Volpe, 
an inspirational and motivational Catholic speaker, on June 7. 

Spiritual Direction  

for Women
Saturday, March 28 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm

If you want to enliven your 
spirituality and your faith life, 
you may be ready for spiritual 
direction. Spiritual direction is a 
centuries-old practice in which 
a person requests a director to 
walk with in the faith. You may 
have questions like, “How does 
spiritual direction work? Who 
gives spiritual direction? 
Is this something for me?”

This GOTS-sponsored workshop 
is complementary and includes 
lunch. It will offer an opportunity 
to have your questions answered.
Location: Parish Center.
 

The presenter 
will be Sr. Mary 
Ann Flannery, 
former executive 
director of the 
Jesuit Retreat 
House. 

Reservations are required for 
sufficient food count. RSVP by 
Monday, March 23 to Phyllis 
Damico at pmd1@cox.net or 
440-717-0079 or return this 
form to the Parish Office.

Name: _________________

Email:  _________________

Phone:  _________________

Sandwich Saturdays 
February 21 in the Family Life Center

March 21 and April 25 in the Parish Center
What to bring: 1-2 loaves of bread, peanut butter and jelly, sandwich 
bags, bag of fruit. Begins promptly at 9 am in the Parish Center. 
Sandwiches are made in about an hour and taken to the Westside 
Catholic Center, St. Herman’s House of Hospitality, and St. Augus-
tine Hunger Center. 
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St. Basil Chapter of the 
World Apostolate

of Fatima

Plan to join us for our next  
prayer hour on

Tuesday, March 17 
and April 21

at 7:30 pm in the Church

We will pray the rosary and Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy along with 

reflections and meditations on the 
message of Our Lady of Fatima. 
For more information call Nancy 

Slusarczyk at 440-526-8613.

Divine Mercy presents the truth and the call of the Gospel and is 
proclaimed by Pope John Paul II in his encyclical, “Rich in Mercy,” as the 

message for our age:

“The church must consider it one of her principal duties – at 
every stage of history and especially in our modern age – to 
proclaim and to introduce into life the mystery of Divine 

Mercy, supremely revealed in Jesus Christ.” 

Tell the whole world of my mercy…

“My daughter tell the world about My inconceivable mercy. 
I desire that the feast of mercy be a refuge and shelter for 
all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the 

very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole 
ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of 

My mercy. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though 
its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind be it 

of man or of angel will be able to fathom it.”

The Sunday after Easter is 
Divine Mercy Sunday

St. Basil the Great
Divine Mercy  

Holy Hour

Sunday, April 12, 
3:00-4:00 pm

Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
Reading from the Diary 

of St. Faustina, Exposition 
and Benediction of Blessed 

Sacrament

Please join us. Come and  
be filled with Jesus’ grace  

and mercy.

Will You Answer  
the Call?

By virtue of our Baptism, we are all 
called to participate in the life of our 
Church. Have you considered:

•Helping out at Donut Sunday for 1 or 2 
hours, only twice a year?

•Greeting parishioners before Mass on 
the weekends, at a Mass of your choice, 
once or twice every two months?

•Volunteering to help with Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word during the 9:00am 
Sunday Mass?

•Serving as a substitute teacher for our 
PSR classes on Sunday morning at 
10:30am, Monday night at 6:30pm, or 
Tuesday afternoon at 4:45pm?

Please consider joining other 
parishioners in these meaningful 
ministries.  For more information or 
to volunteer, contact Mary Ann Webb 
at mawpsr@aol.com or 440-792-4721



St. Basil News is published quarterly. We welcome you to author an article on a topic of general interest to our parish community. 
You may submit your article at the parish office (attn: newsletter). The deadline for the next issue is May 1, 2015.

Ash Wednesday | February 18

Masses at 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 12 noon and 

7:00 pm (Adoration will be in the Chapel).

Stations of the Cross
Friday mornings in Lent after the 9:00 am  

Mass and at 7:00 pm in Church: February 

20 and 27, March 6, 13, 20

March 27 (Children’s Stations)

Palm Sunday | March 28 and 29

(Return Lenten coin cups.) 
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 

10:30 am, noon and 5:30 pm

Tenebrae
Wednesday, April 1
7:00 pm in the Church
Service of “shadows,” candles,  

reflective music, darkness... Join us.

Holy Thursday | April 2

Morning Prayer, 8:00 am

Confessions, 3:00-5:00 pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00 pm

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Reposition, 
11:00 pm (Church)

Good Friday | April 3

Morning Prayer 8:00 am

Confessions 10:00 am – 12 noon

Good Friday Liturgy, 3:00 pm

Living Stations by Life Teen 
Good Friday, April 3 at 7:00 pm 

(Church doors locked until 6:30 pm)

Holy Saturday | April 5

Morning Prayer, 8:00 am

Blessing of Easter Baskets, 1:00 pm

Easter Vigil Mass, 8:30 pm

Lent, Holy Week and easter 2015

Additional parking for the Easter Masses 
available at Westfield Bank  

and the Gateway Title Building.

Easter Sunday 
Masses

April 5
7:30 am (Church) 
9:00 am (Church) 

10:30 am (Church and Parish Center) 
12 noon (Church)

There is no 5:30 pm Mass 
on Easter Sunday.


