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St. BaSil the Great Winter 2017

Dear Parish Family,
Christmas is my favorite time of year.  Lots of childhood 
memories as well as wonderful memories of celebrating the 
Lord’s birth, especially here at St. Basil as a priest.  I could 
listen to the Christmas hymns all year long.  I have always 
been touched by the huge number of parishioners and family 
members who attend and participate in the Christmas Masses.  
It is a great experience and testimony to our faith community.

People frequently ask me what I would like for Christmas.  I 
find that a difficult question to answer as I need very little at 
this point in my life.  I am now at a point of downsizing rather 
than growing.   It is amazing how many “things” one can 
accumulate over the years.  It’s not easy to let go, but I am 
getting better at this.  

So, what would I like for Christmas?  I would be very pleased 
if we could increase our Mass attendance at our weekend 
liturgies.  I don’t write this to increase the collection.  I say it 
because we are a faith community.  We are at our best when 
we gather together for the Eucharist.  We gather to celebrate 
that we are all in this together.  We take the Lord’s word into 
our minds and hearts and do our best to live out our calling as 
disciples of Jesus.  We gather to receive Jesus in the Eucharist 
as the source of our life and for the strength to follow Him.  
We need Him and He needs us.  We are His hands and heart 
in our world.  He works through His disciples.  I would be 

very grateful at Christmas and into the New Year if we would 
renew our commitment to join together on the weekends as a 
faith community to celebrate our community, to pray for and 
with each other and to bring our Lord to all we meet.  That is 
who we are and what we are called to be.

We have many homebound and parishioners residing in 
nursing facilities.  Please keep the parish office informed about 
the location of parishioners in care facilities.  Also, please let 
us know when you or family members are hospitalized.  Frs. 
Dave, John and I will be glad to visit, but the hospitals, due to 
confidentiality rules, cannot contact the parish.

We would be pleased to celebrate Anointing of the Sick with 
any parishioner preparing for surgery in the near future.  You 
can call or let us know before or after Mass.  

I pray you and your family will have a blessed celebration 
of the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus.  You will be in all 
our thoughts and prayers on 
Christmas and throughout the 
Christmas season.

In His Love,
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Sample Take Home Card

Dear Parish Family,
Something New -- Prayers Rise, Grace Falls
Having served here at St. Basil for over 20 years, I’ve had the privilege to 
rejoice with you and to suffer with you.  But by far one of the most special 
things I’ve been able to do here is to pray with you and for you.  The power 
of prayer has been a constant source of faith and gratitude for me personally 
in my decades as a priest.  Knowing the ins and outs of this parish family, and 
knowing the power of prayer, I’ve decided to start something new here at St. 
Basil’s.  Each month, we are going to focus on one specific need in our parish 
community, and we’re going to pray.  And I mean pray.  Our prayers are going 
to rise and God’s grace is going to fall down from Heaven.  That’s why we’re 
calling it Prayers Rise, Grace Falls.  

We will pray together before each weekend Mass, and I am boldly asking 
you to pray the monthly prayer each day at home.  If we get our entire parish 
focused in prayer, the results are going to be amazing.  Not only will each of us 
be raising our mind and heart to God, but we will begin to see the Holy Spirit 
working in the areas we’ve asked.  This short prayer will replace the Disciple’s 
Prayer before Mass each Saturday and Sunday.  It will be printed inside the front cover of the missalettes in the 
pews so we can pray it together.  There will also be small cards printed each month for everyone to take home 
to pray the prayer daily.  Keep the card on your kitchen table, mirror, or nightstand.

The final part of all this is the recognition and celebration of God’s accomplishments.  I believe all of us will be 
grateful and encouraged by the effects our prayers will have in our parish, but we will need to hear about them.  
We want to hear about where God’s grace has moved in the past month for our special monthly intention.  A 
location will be designated in the Gathering Area where you can write down, post, and share what God has 
done so that everyone can see it.  You may also email a glory story to gracefalls@basilthegreat.org so we can 
share some of those stories with the rest of the parish, but be assured we’ll retain your anonymity.    

What if God doesn’t answer a specific prayer?  Although prayer 
doesn’t always get us what we want, it gets God what he wants 
-- heart-to-heart time with us, which is what we really need.  
Families pray for one another and we are a family.  Please join 
me in making this new initiative a success.  Together we will see 
that when Prayers Rise, Grace Falls.  
         
In His Love, 

 December 2017 Family Healing
 January 2018 Devotion to the Bible
 February Growth in Daily Prayer
 March A Return to Faith
 April Those with Addictions
 May Simplicity of Life



What are you waiting for? (An Advent Reflection)
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Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
with the mountains quaking before you,

while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,
such as they had not heard of from of old.

No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you
doing such deeds for those who wait for him. . . .Yet, O Lord, 

you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter:
we are all the work of your hands. 

(Isaiah 63:19b; 64:2-3, 7.  First Sunday of Advent Cycle B)

Advent sometimes seems like a mixed-up season.  We think of Advent as 
a time of joy leading up to Christmas, right?  Yet, the Sunday readings 
and other parts of the liturgy often have a penitential tone.  A writer 
once said that calling Advent a season of “joyful penance” seems like 
an oxymoron (although perhaps Catholics are used to finding joy in 
penance!).  Certain aspects of Advent appear to be a scaled-down version 
of Lent:  The Gloria is not sung on Sundays, the color of vestments is 
violet (not blue), St. Basil’s celebrates Communal Penance, and the 
instruments and keyboards used at Mass are only to support singing, 
not solo performances. Flowers are not to be permitted at Mass except 
on the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete or “Rejoice” Sunday).  Whether 
or not most parishes follow these liturgical rules is probably beside the 
point.   In contrast, starting after Thanksgiving (or even before!) our 
stores, schools and public gatherings are filled with the joyful music, 
carols and sounds of Christmas.  Our communities (especially our homes) 
are decorated with poinsettias, we string up colorful lights and garland 
everywhere, evergreen trees and front lawns are decked out – all during 
Advent. If we waited until Christmas Day, we wouldn’t be physically able 
to unpack and put up all the paraphernalia associated with Christmas.  
The question I have is, where can we find (or not lose) the special, unique 
joy that we know exists (or should exist) during Advent -- a joy that 
precedes and anticipates Christmas?  Let’s look a little deeper.

The reason we celebrate Advent with a more somber tone than Christmas 
Day is because we remember the first advent -- that long history of 
the human race’s waiting for a savior to come and rescue humankind 
from a fallen world, and we reflect on the brokenness that still persists 
in this world.  Scripture scholar Walter Brueggemann writes of the Old 
Testament times before the Incarnation: “Humankind has reached the 
end of its rope.  All our schemes for self-improvement, for extricating 
ourselves from the traps we have set for ourselves, have come to 
nothing.  We have now realized at the deepest level of our being that we 
cannot save ourselves and that, apart from the intervention of God, we 
are totally and irrevocably lost.”   In the ancient days, men and women 
longed for a savior, the long-prophesied Messiah or Anointed One.  
Despite the dark and depressing world they lived in, they kept flickering 
within themselves a faint spirit of hope in the midst of hopelessness, “a 
spirit of yearning for that which would be too good to be true:  some 
new and unique expression of God’s intention to save a world gone 

wrong,” says Brueggemann.  You might say we, too, are longing for God 
to intervene again in our seemingly broken world.  Senseless violence, 
terrorism, disasters, drug addiction, abuse, alienation, famine, diseases, 
meaningless pursuit of self-gratification and possessions, 24-hour 
scandal-driven news -- the year 2017 has been a difficult year for so 
many in our community and across the globe.

During the many weeks of the church’s ordinary time since Pentecost last 
June 4, we have held together in our faith and celebrated the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the church and in the world, encountering Jesus present 
in the Eucharist as our strength and hope.  In our scripture readings, we 
have been reminded each week of our duty to give thanks, praise and 
honor to God, not only by praying, going to Mass and celebrating the 
Holy Eucharist, but by becoming Eucharist, the Body of Christ for each 
other: by forgiving and caring for one another, especially the poor, the 
suffering, the vulnerable and the rejected.  The work of ordinary time is 
to continue to build the Kingdom of Heaven that has drawn near in the 
Paschal Mystery at Easter, in faith and hope of still better times ahead.

It is in faith in Christ that we see with our eyes, hear with our ears, and 
know in our hearts that God’s redemption of humankind that shone 
forth so brightly at Easter and Pentecost continues to shine today, even 
if not yet finished.  Our redemption began more than 2,000 years ago 
when the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that God’s only-begotten Son 
would become human (not half-man/half-God, but fully human and fully 
divine) through her, and would give his life in order to draw us closer 
to God.  The power and mystery of Advent is that we both celebrate the 
beginning of God’s work of salvation in the birth of Jesus Christ so many 
centuries ago, and await the coming of Christ again to make all things 
perfect.  Our hope lies in the mystery that we will one day see fully (not 
as in a mirror, as Saint Paul says) that Christ never really left us at his 
Ascension. He has been with us the whole time!  He is present in the 
Word, the Eucharist, the Sacraments, the People of God, and He will come 
again in glory.  Unlike our ancestors in the Old Testament who hoped 
against hope for a savior but could not find one, we know that Jesus was, 
is and will always be Emmanuel, God with us!  Thus, I urge our entire St. 
Basil parish family to set aside some down-time this Advent to read the 
Advent readings (especially those “O” antiphons we chant in the Alleluia 
from Dec. 17-23), come to church or sit 
before a Crêche or Crucifix, and quietly 
reflect on these mysteries. I have faith 
that you will see the deeper meaning 
and receive the grace that is Advent 
season!

May the peace of Christ be in your 
hearts,
Father John
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Parish Giving Tree
Our annual Christmas Giving Tree will be in the Gathering Area beginning 
on November 25th.  Through this program, parishioners have the 
opportunity to help those less fortunate during this blessed time of year.  
This year’s beneficiaries include:

Bishop William M. Cosgrove Center - Serves as one of the area’s 
largest drop-in centers meeting a diverse number of needs (food, clothing, 
medical, legal, etc.) of those in the greater Cleveland area. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland - Responds to those in need 
through an integrated system of quality services designed to respect the 
dignity of every person and build a just society.

Catholic Relief Services - Provides assistance to impoverished and 
disadvantaged people overseas while also providing emergency assistance 
to victims of natural disasters and wars.

The Kidney Foundation of Northeast Ohio - Provides patients with 
the resources needed for dialysis treatment.

The Metanoia Project - Serves the homeless during the winter months; 
providing meals, clothing, overnight shelter and access to supportive 
services including assistance in obtaining housing.

The West Side Catholic Center  - Provides assistance to all who are in 
need of food, clothing, shelter, advocacy and a path to self-sufficiency.

WomanKind - Provides free prenatal and after birth services to women 
and babies.

Y-Haven  - Assists homeless men, 18 years and older, to become 
self-sufficient and live free from drugs and alcohol.

Children are also invited to participate in the program by choosing from 
a basket of paper ornaments that they can decorate, add their personal 
greeting and return attached to a new children’s book that will be 
donated to kids at Fr. Doug’s Church (Mary Queen of Peace) and area 
shelters.

To participate in the program, select a tag from the tree, obtain the item 
indicated on the tag and return packages to the tree, unwrapped, 
with the tag attached by Sunday December 10.  (Gifts MUST 
be returned by this date so that the various charities can process them 
and distribute them before Christmas.  Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated.)  All gift cards and checks should be dropped off at 
the parish office (Please do NOT leave them under the tree).  

Last year, St. Basil parishioners provided 
more than 1,000 gifts to local charitable 
organizations.  Thank you for your
generosity and for bringing joy 
to so many men, women and 
children during this blessed time 
of the year!

If you have any questions, please call 
Kathleen Mayher at 330-659-7349 or 
Rose Jancsy at 440-546-1325.

“…For it is in giving that 
we receive……”   
Prayer of St. Francis

ADVENT 2017 SCHEDULE
Begins Sunday, December 3, 2017

Advent Evening Prayer – 
Mondays, 7:00 to 7:40 pm
December  4 – Fr. Walt 
December 11 – Fr. John
December 18 – Sr. Judith

Friday, December 8 is 
Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Masses at 7:00, 9:00 am, Noon & 7:00 pm
Vigil Mass, Thursday, December 7 at 7:00 pm

Friday, December 15 at 7:00 pm
Live Nativity Scene - 6:00 pm
Christmas Concert   -  7:00 pm (Church)

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Communal Penance Service at St. Basil
Wednesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm (no 7:00 pm Mass)

Individual Reconciliation
Wednesdays  6:15 – 6:45 pm
Saturdays  3:30 – 4:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 16  9:30 – 10:30 am & 3:00 – 4:30 pm
and Fr. John in Chapel 9:30 – 10:30 am & 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 20 7:30 – 8:45 am & 6:00 – 6:45 pm

Throughout Advent and Christmas
Our Weekday Mass Schedule remains the same:
Weekdays, except Wednesday: 7:00 & 9:00 am
Wednesday: 9:00 am & 7:00 pm

December 23-24,2017 – Regular Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am, Noon, no 5:30 pm Mass

Christmas
Season 
Dates
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ADVENT
EVENING PRAYER

MONDAYS:
 DEC 4th DEC 11th DEC 18th
 Fr. Walt Fr. John Sr. Judith

7pm in the church

Prayer
Music

Candles

with the
Wheeling Park Holiday Dinner Buffet

Tuesday, December 5, 2017
Leave St. Basil at 9:30 a.m. return approximately 9:30 p.m.

Cost is $63.00 per person payable to Great Day Tours
Return to Parish office as soon as possible checks payable to Great Day Tours.

Name(s)________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Package Features
• Motorcoach Transportation
• Time to shop at the Hilltop Shops
• Wheeling Park Country Holiday Dinner Buffet
• Guided tour of the Festival of Lights – a guide will board the motorcoach and describe the light show to its fullest extent.
• Oglebay Mansion – Tour the elegant Mansion Museum decorated for the holidays.  Choosing a different theme every year, the  
 Mansion sparkles with original designs courtesy of volunteer decorators.  Browse through the nostalgic Wymer General Store  
	 exhibit,	filled	with	thousands	of	items	from	the	past.		Fully	accessible	to	all,	the	Mansion	makes	the	holiday’s	old-fashioned	fun.

Oglebay Lights Tour

Oglebay Lights Tour 
with the 

Wheeling Park Holiday 
Dinner Buffet  

 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
 
 
Leave St. Basil at 9:30 a.m. 

return approximately 9:30 p.m. 
 

Package Features 
 

• Motorcoach Transportation 
• Time to shop at the Hilltop Shops 
• Wheeling Park Country Holiday Dinner Buffet 
• Guided tour of the Festival of Lights – a guide will board the motorcoach and describe the light 

show to its fullest extent. 
• Oglebay Mansion – Tour the elegant Mansion Museum decorated for the holidays.  

Choosing a different theme every year, the Mansion sparkles with original designs courtesy 
of volunteer decorators.  Browse through the nostalgic Wymer General Store exhibit, filled 
with thousands of items from the past.  Fully accessible to all, the Mansion makes the 
holiday’s old-fashioned fun. 

 
Cost is $63.00 per person payable to Great Day Tours 

     
Return to Parish office as soon as possible checks payable to Great Day Tours. 

 
 
Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Christmas  
Concert

in the church

F R I D A Y ,  
D E C E M B E R  1 5  

7 : 0 0 P M

Prior to the Concert, join us for a 

Live Nativity
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St. Basil the Great Christmas Dinner

Everyone is welcome! Please join us with your family, friends, and neighbors for a great time and
a delicious meal to share together on this festive day. You do not need to be a parishioner to attend.

Seating is limited to 160 and is on a first –come, first –served basis. Reservations are required. 
Questions? Call 440-526-1686. Please return the form below no later than December 20 to:

St. Basil Church, 8700 Brecksville Road, Brecksville, Ohio  44141

Monday, December 25, 2017
Served at 1:15 p.m. in the Parish Center

Please reserve_________ seats at the St. Basil Christmas Day Dinner.
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone number/email: _______________________________________________________________________________
I will need a ride ______________
I/we would like to volunteer________________ How Many __________________________________________
VOLUNTEERS:
Name_______________________________________________________________   Dinner:     YES      NO
Phone number/email: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________ Zip __________________

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
on Christmas Eve

3:30pm in the church
(Prior to the 4:00pm Children’s Liturgy)



ST. BASIL THE GREAT 8 WINTER  2017

St. Vincent de Paul:
Continuing His Work at St. Basil

With another winter season, our Christmas celebration of the coming of Our Lord presents us with opportunities to 
practice the good works which He so very much wants us to see as the way to His love.  The real hope for us all is 
to accept each other, especially the poorest of our neighbors, as though we can see Him in each of us.  As He told 
us many times in many ways, that is exactly where He can be found.

St. Vincent de Paul embodied this most important of Christ’s teachings throughout his life in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries.  Born poor in 1576 to a peasant family in France, he lived with courage and the resolve to 
see that the unemployed, the sick, the imprisoned, and the abandoned – especially children - were not forgotten.  
While serving as a priest near Paris, his good works and tireless efforts to convert those who did not know Jesus 
Christ inspired a continuation of his life’s work in the form of the Sisters of Charity, Priests of the Mission and the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.

St. Vincent died in 1660 and was canonized in 1737 by Pope Clement XII.  Less than 100 hundred years later, in 
1813, Frederic Ozanam was born.  Beatified in 1997 by Pope John Paul II, Blessed Frederic founded the Conference 
of Charity, which would come to be known as the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.  His work, and the work of St. 
Vincent de Paul, continue to this day in many hundreds of conferences throughout the United States and the world.  
Sixty of these conferences are in the Cleveland Diocese.  St. Basil the Great of Brecksville is proud to be home to 
one of them.

So, how do the fourteen members of the St. Basil conference, including Father Walt as spiritual advisor, go about 
continuing the important work begun by St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic? Feeding, clothing and helping find 
shelter and warmth for the poorest of our neighbors all begin with your donations.

Our members meet each month.  The usual agenda includes reviewing the previous month’s sources and uses of 
funds, activities, future projects and reports on the clients who were seen and helped by that month’s designated 
case managers.  The members devote most of the meeting time to reviewing how to best use your generous 
contributions to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

In the past year, the conference continued its ministry at Our Lady of Lourdes at 55th and Hamm in Cleveland with 
a community breakfast the last Sunday of each 
month. We provide, prepare and serve food, set up 
tables and chairs, wash pots and pans and cooking 
utensils, and clean up after all are fed.

We support another breakfast at the Westside 
Catholic Center the last Saturday of each month.  
Members are also active at the St. Catherine food 
pantry at 93rd and Harvard where assistance is 
provided packing and distributing food, and in the 
unloading and sorting of food for placement in 
storage rooms.

Members volunteer each Thanksgiving and Easter to 

By Pat Beck
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collect turkeys and hams and deliver them to the food pantry.  These same members can often be seen delivering 
leftover food from funeral luncheons to shelters in our area.

The contributions you so generously make to the St. Basil Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul and the 
efforts of its members provide hundreds of healthy meals each month to the poorest of the poor of our community. 

And, of course, your donations go toward the purchase of clothing such as hats, gloves, blankets and other basics 
to help the poor weather Cleveland winters.

A tremendous benefit to our conference is the length of time many of our members have been part of the St. 
Vincent de Paul ministry.  Our seniority leader has 34 years of service, five have over 20 years, one 17 and six “new 
kids” have between 2 and 7 years.  This experience is a blessing as there are many, many needs in our area and 
many worthwhile organizations that our members have had contact with and with which they are very familiar.  
Identified in previous articles are the Metanoia Project for the “under the bridge” homeless, Malachi House which 
ministers to the terminally ill poor, the Bishop William M. Cosgrove Center that is a safe haven for the poor, to 
name just a few.

Perhaps the most direct application of the examples passed down to us from St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed 
Frederic Ozanam is the work done by our case managers.  People in trouble, people in need, people with nowhere 
else to turn, either phone our parish offices or show up in person.  Very often the Pastoral or office staffs will 
contact one of the St. Vincent de Paul members on call for the month to come to the Parish Office immediately or 
make an appointment with the client.  

After talking to the client, the member uses his or her knowledge of the myriad resources available from charitable 
and government agencies to suggest where to go for assistance.  Very often the client is given gift cards for 
gasoline or food to assist for a day or so.  Sometimes short-term lodging, help with utility bills, maybe even help 
with rent to avert eviction are considered.  These are all in the case manager’s toolkit. Following up with the gas or 
electric companies, landlords, or anyone else in a position to help someone can be a time-consuming and difficult 
undertaking, but it’s what the St. Vincent de Paul Society is all about

So, whether it’s investing hours in volunteer efforts, one-on-one assistance, monthly projects, allocation of funds 
to organizations that exemplify the mission of the St. Vincent de Paul Society or any of a number of other projects 
and activities, you can see that your donations are put to good use.  The money you donate on Blanket Sunday (the 
recent collection was well over $3000 again this year!) and through your monthly envelopes and the poor boxes 
in the church are all that the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society has to work with in continuing this important 
ministry.

We hope that you read this and remember to use that 
monthly envelope!  

We hope that you know how much your support 
means to our mission and ministry.

We hope you remember us in your prayers.

We hope, most of all, that you have a joyous and 
blessed Christmas season!
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BEHIND THE SCENES....
There are so many parishioners who help in so many ways 
at St. Basil’s.  The beautiful thing is that many choose to 
be the ‘silent help’ that doesn’t bring attention to their 
actions, but keeps our parish alive in the Holy Spirit!

Today I would like you to shine some light on two such 
individuals, who have been serving for the past 10 years!  
Every Friday at the 9am mass, you will see Lynne Jurczyk 
and/or Joe Ruvolo, behind their guitars, teaching and 
singing church songs, with some of the youngest students 
of St. Michael’s school.   

Lynne states, “Back in 2007, I went to Mrs. Campisi, 
to offer my help in providing music at Friday morning 
masses.  The 9am mass was the mass that the 
kindergartners and first graders attend on a weekly basis.  
At the time, I was the mother of a second grader and 
kindergartner who attended St. Michael’s and my work 
schedule was often flexible on Friday mornings.  It was 
a win-win situation: the mass with the kids would have 
music, I could give some parent volunteer time for the 
school around my work schedule, and I could keep up 
my singing and playing skills.  I proposed the idea to my 
fellow Contemporary Choir guitarists, and Joe (Ruvolo) 
was able to modify his Friday morning work schedule, as 
well.  We agreed that between the two of us, either one 
of us, or both of us, could cover nearly all the mornings 
during the school year.  Mrs. Campisi helped us to ‘keep 
it simple’ for the little ones and we reduced the four 
songs of the mass to simple sing-and-repeat songs for the 
opening and closing (with some motions) and a simple 
song for the preparation of gifts. Oh, the ‘Halle,Halle’ 
Alleluia is a must.  I once took out my phone voice memo 
and recorded it so that I could have the sound of the kids 
singing “Halle, Halle, Halle LU-U-ia’ on my phone to listen 
to whenever I need to hear it.  Some days it’s just good to 
have it handy.”

“After ten years, both of my daughters have moved on to 
high school and college and I still play on Friday mornings 
when I don’t have a Friday morning meeting.  I feel 
blessed to still have an opportunity to provide service to 
the school and church and to keep up my music skills, but 
there have been other benefits that I didn’t expect.  Joe 
and I have been friends since he joined the Contemporary 
Choir years ago, but the partnership that we’ve created 
that centers around Friday mornings has been so 
supportive.  We’re both A-type personalities (he’ll tell you 

that I’m the A-type, but he has to admit that he is, too!) 
so for the both of us to relax, collaborate creatively in real 
time, and let go once a week is very therapeutic.  Second, 
the kids have boosted my vocal confidence.  When I’ve 
found myself nervous about singing at my daughter’s 
piano recitals, I simply picture the 5 and 6 year olds’ from 
St. Basil sitting in front of me.  They are non-judgmental 
and appreciate what I do no matter what.  And to hear 
them sing out and participate in mass at their level is 
so rewarding.  Providing the music at Friday morning 
masses is my Centering Prayer for the week.  It’s also so 
meaningful when parishioners who attend share with us 
that they feel the same.  It’s always a better week when 
I’m able to play at mass on Friday mornings!”

Joe states “I consider it a privilege to be able to celebrate 
Mass with the youngest of our Parish.  I’ve often said that 
celebrating that Mass with the St. Michael’s students is 
the highlight of my week, and I truly mean it.  There is 
not much better in life than hearing those young voices 
sing praises to our Lord, raising their hands and doing 
their best to participate!  I sometimes get choked up at 
how well they do, and how eager they are!  I recall being 
their age and the hymns we had to learn to sing to the 
large pipe organ at St. Charles.  I pray that Lynne and I are 
planting good memories of songs in the minds and hearts 
of our children that they will carry with them.”

We are truly blessed to have such caring, talented and 
faith-filled individuals leading our children every week!  
I’m sure God has showered many blessing and graces on 
Lynne and Joe during these past 10 years!   Thank you for 
all you have done and continue to do!

By Nancy Jovanov
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We have experienced a great response from parishioners 
desiring to join our Honduras Mission teams.  The 
November team is at capacity and the July 2018 trip is 
also full.  

We are also planning a medical mission trip next summer.  
Dates have not been set, but the trip will be scheduled 

before the end of the year.  We will welcome doctors, nurses, and other health 
care professionals.  The medical team sets up shop usually in medical centers 
in the villages and will have the support of the doctors and nurses serving in 
the villages.  It is a wonderful experience and opportunity to meet the people 
who live in the villages and surrounding area.  We do provide interpreters for 
the medical team.  Any doctors or nurses interested in participating or seeking 
more information are asked to contact Joe Vasil at 440-838-0586.  Joe will be 
coordinating the medical mission team and trip.

The orphanage in Juticalpa was flooded during the recent hurricane and the 
November team will visit there and provide whatever assistance they can.  They 
will also visit the nursing home on the same property and help where needed.
We continue to install water purification systems in the villages of San Francisco 
de la Paz.  In November 2017 and January 2018 we will install two systems on 
each trip.  

Now that we have over 40 water purification systems in villages, we want to ensure 
the future sustainability of these systems.  The village residents have benefited 
immensely from consuming pure water.  Our steering committee is committed 
to ensuring that the water systems will be maintained into the future.  Thus, with 
the assistance of Bishop Bonello, the Bishop of Juticalpa, we have been meeting 
with a diocesan organization, The Olancho Aid Foundation.  Olancho Aid has a 
number of larger water purification systems in various communities.  Olancho 
Aid is willing to take responsibility for all of our water purification systems and 
maintain them into the future.  We will continue to work with their staff during 
the transition beginning in January.  Olancho Aid is a top flight operation with 
very knowledgeable and dedicated staff.

At this point, the members of our Honduran Mission Steering Committee 
recommend that any donations we receive for water purification be dedicated to 
the sustainability of the existing systems into the future.  Any water systems that 
may be donated after this January will be given to Olancho Aid for installation 
with our assistance.

The parishioners of St. Basil have now provided safe, pure drinking and cooking 
water to over 40 villages and several thousand people.  Safe water is the greatest 
gift we can possibly give to the people.  The health benefits for children and 
adults are beyond measure.  The overall health of the people has improved 
significantly.  We cannot thank you enough for this priceless gift to the people of 
the parish of San Francisco de Asis.

Mission Update
Honduras

By Fr. Walt

BEHIND THE SCENES....
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Pre-Cana 2018
St. Basil’s Pre Cana day for couples preparing for the Sacrament of marriage 
will be Saturday, March 3rd from 8:30 am-6 pm. The cost is $65.00. 
Registration w/ payment is due back to the parish office by February 13th.  
Registration packages are available in the parish office or download forms 
online at basilthegreat.org. For further information, call Robin Youngs at 
526-1686. Space is limited so please register as soon as possible!Pre	  Cana	  2017	  

St.	  Basil’s	  Pre	  Cana	  day	  for	  couples	  preparing	  for	  the	  Sacrament	  of	  marriage	  will	  be	  Saturday,	  March	  4th	  
from	  8:30	  am-‐6	  pm.	  The	  cost	  is	  $65.00.	  Registration	  w/	  payment	  is	  due	  back	  to	  the	  parish	  office	  by	  
February	  13th.	  	  Registration	  packages	  are	  available	  in	  the	  parish	  office	  or	  online	  at	  basilthegreat.org.	  For	  
further	  information,	  call	  Robin	  Youngs	  at	  526-‐1686.	  Space	  is	  limited	  so	  please	  register	  as	  soon	  as	  
possible!	  

	

	
Couple’s Night Out! 

 
“ T h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  m i n d f u l  m a r r i a g e ”  

 
M a s s  a t  5 : 0 0  p . m .  

D i n n e r  ( p i z z a  &  s a l a d )  a t  6 : 0 0  p . m .   
S p e a k e r  a t  7 : 0 0  p . m .  

D r .  T e d  R a d d e l l  P H . D .  
 

S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  2 n d   
F a m i l y  L i f e  C e n t e r   
$ 2 0 . 0 0  p e r  c o u p l e  

 B Y O  ( b e e r  o r  w i n e )  

R e t u r n  t o  p a r i s h  o f f i c e  b y  N o v e m b e r  3 0 .   
$ 2 0 . 0 0  p e r  c o u p l e .   

C h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  S t .  B a s i l .  

 
N a m e :  
 
E m a i l :  
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Layla Ellen DiLauro
Macklin Thomas Farrell

Emily Faith Sun
Timothy Mason Eisenmann
Grace Magdalen Newburg

Avery Lee Blanch
Elijah Sebastian Bautista

Finley Anne Kaput
Aradia Savannah Grimmett

Elaina Marie Kooser
Michael William Griffith
Tatum Michael Spirko
Micah Joseph Morris
Margot Mae Kraner

Timothy John Cunningham III
David Alan Miller

June Isabel Hartong
Josefina Paulina Tushan

Caitlyn Caroline Kershner
Emmalyn Therese Lupson
Dennis Cong Ostrowski

Jacob Michael Rion
Alessia Estelle Roope

Grayson Ryan McMillin
Charlotte Allison Keir
Veronica Rose Maxel
Sam Bennett Briggs
Elias Gordon Joyce

Owen Robert Marks
Lennon Mae Robron

Westyn Michael Sroka
Elijah William Milden

Lyla Grace Byrne
Camilla Elizabeth Byrne

Giovanna Maria Allio
Charlotte Rose Majestic
Makenna Irene Miller

Donovan John Claudio White
Vincent Luke Fusco

Connor Anthony Jones
Murphy Thomas Rambo

Mason Kyle Fellner

Newly Baptized Children

Blessed Beyond Measure 
F A T H E R   S A L V A T O R E   M .   R U G G E R I

CD Release Live Concert & Reception

Friday, December 8, 2017, 7 pm
St. John of the Cross Parish

140 Richmond Rd., Euclid, Ohio 44143
Performed by: Fr. Salvatore Ruggeri, Sarah Kozlowski,  

Paul Zaepfel, Stephanie Ristau & Olivia Clark 

RSVP to secretary@saintjohnofthecross.org or 216.289.0770

Padre	Walt	is	turning	75!	
And	we’re	going	to	celebrate!	

Saturday,	March	24	at	6	pm	to	9	pm.		

A	committee	is	forming	to	plan	all	of	the	Birthday	fun.	

Please	email	Robin	Youngs	at	ryoungs@basilthegreat.org	if	you’re	a	willing	to	
help.		

	

Padre Walt 
is turning 
75!

And we’re going to celebrate!

Saturday, March 24
at 6 pm to 9 pm 

First planning meeting is 
Wednesday, December 6th at 7:00pm

in the Rectory Meeting Room
A committee is forming to plan all of the 
Birthday fun. Please email Robin Youngs 
at ryoungs@basilthegreat.org if you’re 

willing to help. 
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ChriSt reneWS hiS PariSh:  
a Man’S PerSPeCtive

In a couple months, you will be given the opportunity to make a choice, a 
choice that grants you the time and space to learn and decide whether you 
want to get more out of your relationship with the Lord or whether you feel 
your current relational status with God is sufficient.  I am talking of course, 
about the Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) renewal program.  Now before 
you shut down on me and start with all of the reasons why you should not 
do this, give me a chance to say a few things.  CRHP is a real opportunity 
for you to learn and experience how God is working in your life and the life 
of your fellow St. Basil family members.  It is a non-invasive, one and half 
day journey where you will experience God, prayer and fellowship in a way 
that you may never have experienced before.  
• Will it change you?  Maybe.  
• Will the experience give you time to think, reflect and listen to God?  Yes. 
• Will you experience personal and spiritual growth and leave wanting a  
 deeper more active relationship with Him?  Absolutely. 
In case you were unaware, the CRHP renewal process has been presented 
annually to St. Basil’s parishioners for nearly 10 years.  During that time we 
have heard many reasons why a person cannot attend:  
1) I cannot attend because you have to stay overnight – Yes that is true, just 
 like when you go on vacation and stay overnight in a hotel. 
2) People cry at these things and I am not up for that – Really?  We know 
 you don’t cry
3) Spending a weekend praying is not my kind of thing – Ok, but you don’t 
 pray all weekend, some, but not all weekend.
4) The weather might be nice and I don’t want to miss the chance to go 
 golfing – Yes we really did receive this response.  Trust me, if you want 
 to play great golf - forever, consider giving some time to God and maybe 
 He will fix that swing.
I will close with this; God seeks an active relationship with each one of 
us.  One in which He can speak to us not only through His Word, but also 
through our hearts.  Christ Renews His Parish offers you the opportunity & 
time away from your daily activities to engage in conversation, reflection 
and prayer with Him and others, thereby enriching that relationship and 
setting yourself on a path of growth.  CHRP takes a day and half of your 
time placing your eyes directly on the Creator, enabling you to experience 
His love and adjust the path of your life as you see fit.  You will spend 
eternity somewhere, maybe you are on the right path and your relationship 
with God is flourishing.  On the other hand, maybe this is what you have 
been looking for to jump start your relationship.  Either way, what do you 
have to lose?  It’s only a day and half?

I attended a Christ Renews His Parish retreat a few 
years ago.  I expected that we would be praying during 
the weekend and reading scripture.  What I didn’t 
expect was the inner peace that started to settle inside 
me.  Something wonderful happened that weekend.  I 
learned how God has worked in many lives.  And, I was 
reaffirmed that He is working with me too.  

Another thing I didn’t expect to happen.  I made lots of 
friends on that weekend.  I believe it was the beginning 
of my realizing I have a family right here at St. Basil.  
We all do.  It is a wonderful family and we all should 
feel that sense of belonging to this wonderful family.  It 
is a great opportunity to get to know more people and 
share some time with each other.

Something else happened that weekend.  I always knew 
that God loves me.  Of course, He loves all of us.  But, 
my heart felt it too.  It is difficult to explain that feeling.  
But, it is absolutely the very best feeling.  

It is a weekend I will always cherish.  I hope you will 
give yourself a wonderful gift.  The gift of this beautiful 
weekend.  You will be pampered all weekend too.  Come 
and enjoy time with some of your fellow parishioners 
and treat yourself to a great weekend.

By:  Dennis Baca

By:  Kathleen Adams

Christ Renews His Parish : 
A Woman’s Perspective
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What is “Christ Renews His Parish?”
Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) is a weekend 
retreat held Sat. & Sun, February 17-18, 2018 
for the ladies, and the following weekend, Feb. 
24-25, for the men.

Why would I want to attend?
There are so many answers to this question!  
From the fulfillment that many experience, to 
the food and fellowship, and the chance to 
strengthen your relationship with Jesus – there 
are so many reasons for you to take advantage 
of this rewarding opportunity!

Where is it held?
Conveniently, right here at St. Basil.  The women 
should look for parking signs at the school 
entrance of the Parish Center, and the men 
should see them at the entrance of the Family 
Life Center.

Do we go home Saturday night and come back 
Sunday?
No.  Pack your pillow, pj’s and your toothbrush, 
it’s a sleepover!  To minimize disruption while 
maximizing time for the program and all it has 
to offer, we do ask that all participants plan to 
spend the night at St. Basil.

How much does the renewal cost?
Nothing!  The cost of the weekend, including the 
delicious food, is covered by St. Basil.

Where can I find out more information?
Check out the website,  
www.basilthegreat.org/crhp/  
for more information, 
a video and of course, 
online registration.

Save the Date
Christ Renews His Parish

Women’s Renewal: Sat & Sun, Feb 17-18, 2018
Men’s Renewal:  Sat & Sun, Feb 24-25, 2018

SAVE	THE	DATE!			

Christ	Renews	His	Parish	

Women’s	Renewal:	Sat	&	Sun,	Feb	17-18,	2018	 	 								Men’s	Renewal:		Sat	&	Sun,	Feb	24-25,	2018	

	

What	is	“Christ	Renews	His	Parish?”	
	 Christ	Renews	His	Parish	(CRHP)	is	a	weekend	retreat	held	Sat.	&	Sun,	February	17-18,	2018	for	
the	ladies,	and	the	following	weekend,	Feb.	24-25,	for	the	men.	
	
Why	would	I	want	to	attend?	
	 There	are	so	many	answers	to	this	question!		From	the	fulfillment	that	many	experience,	to	the	
food	and	fellowship,	and	the	chance	to	strengthen	your	relationship	with	Jesus	–	there	are	so	many	
reasons	for	you	to	take	advantage	of	this	rewarding	opportunity!	
	
Where	is	it	held?	
	 Conveniently,	right	here	at	St.	Basil.		The	women	should	look	for	parking	signs	at	the	school	
entrance	of	the	Parish	Center,	and	the	men	should	see	them	at	the	entrance	of	the	Family	Life	Center.	
	
Do	we	go	home	Saturday	night	and	come	back	Sunday?	
	 No.		Pack	your	pillow,	pj’s	and	your	toothbrush,	it’s	a	sleepover!		To	minimize	disruption	while	
maximizing	time	for	the	program	and	all	it	has	to	offer,	we	do	ask	that	all	participants	plan	to	spend	the	
night	at	St.	Basil.	
	
How	much	does	the	renewal	cost?	
	 Nothing!		The	cost	of	the	weekend,	including	the	delicious	food,	is	covered	by	St.	Basil.	
			
Where	can	I	find	out	more	information?	
	 Check	out	the	website,		www.basilthegreat.org/crhp/		for	more	information,	a	video	and	of	
course,	online	registration.	
	

	
	
	
	 	

“We can do no great things, only 
small things with great love.” - 

Mother Teresa
If you have never been to a Sandwich 
Saturday, the time to check it out is now! 
The morning begins at 9:00 am with fresh 
coffee and breakfast goodies. After we pray, 
sandwiches are made in about an hour! 
The Parish Center is filled with families and 
individuals simply wanting to help in some 
small way. Volunteers take the sandwiches 
to local shelters committed to helping the 
homeless or individuals needing a meal. 

Sandwich	Saturdays		 	

“We can do no great things, only small things with great love." 
Mother Teresa 
If you have never been to a Sandwich Saturday, the time to check it out is now! 
The morning begins at 9:00 am with fresh coffee and breakfast goodies. After 
we pray, sandwiches are made in about an hour! The Parish Center is filled 
with families and individuals simply wanting to help in some small way. 
Volunteers take the sandwiches to local shelters committed to helping the 
homeless or individuals needing a meal.  

Upcoming Sandwich Saturdays 

September, 9/October, 14/November, 4/December, 9/January, 13 

 For making Sandwiches please bring the following 

1-2 loaves of bread 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Sandwich baggies 

Bag of fruit 

Breakfast treat to share. 

 

Sandwich Saturdays

upcoming sandwich Saturdays
December 9th / January 13th

What to bring:
1-2 loaves of bread, Peanut butter and jelly, 
Sandwich baggies, Bag of fruit, Breakfast 

treat to share.

Sandwich	Saturdays		 	

“We can do no great things, only small things with great love." 
Mother Teresa 
If you have never been to a Sandwich Saturday, the time to check it out is now! 
The morning begins at 9:00 am with fresh coffee and breakfast goodies. After 
we pray, sandwiches are made in about an hour! The Parish Center is filled 
with families and individuals simply wanting to help in some small way. 
Volunteers take the sandwiches to local shelters committed to helping the 
homeless or individuals needing a meal.  

Upcoming Sandwich Saturdays 

September, 9/October, 14/November, 4/December, 9/January, 13 

 For making Sandwiches please bring the following 

1-2 loaves of bread 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Sandwich baggies 

Bag of fruit 

Breakfast treat to share. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
The St. Basil Prayer Shawl Ministry has been in place since October of 2006. Many who knit and 
crochet have learned how to create special shawls while praying for the recipient—whoever that 
may be: the sick and homebound, the newly bereaved, new mothers, best friends, or anyone in 
need of prayer and comfort. The shawls are GIVEN –not sold –to anyone who requests one.  Order 
forms are available in the racks in the vestibule or at the parish office.

This group is spearheaded by parishioners Julie Petras and Mary Kennard. A special thanks to all 
who knit and crochet the shawls. They bring much joy to those who receive them. This Christmas 
shawls will be distributed to our parishioners in nursing homes.

If you like to knit or crochet and would like to learn how to participate in this 
wonderful ministry, please call Julie Petras at 440-838-4658.

Can’t knit or crochet but want to help?
Here are some ways you can promote the ministry:
• Donate cash or gift cards to purchase yarn and other materials;
• Provide the group with names of those who would appreciate a shawl;
• Pray for the ministry and those who receive the shawls.

Inquiring	Minds	Would	Like	to	Know…	
	
Are	you	an	adult	who	
would	like	to	learn	more	
about	Catholicism,	and	are	
considering	the	Catholic	
faith	as	your	path	for	
encountering	Christ?	
	
Are	you	a	teen	or	adult	
Catholic	who	has	not	had	
the	opportunity	to	celebrate	
your	First	Communion	or	
Confirmation	and	would	like	
to	do	so?	
Then	we	welcome	you	to	continue	this	journey…	
		
Let	Sr.	Judith	know	of	your	interest,	and	she	will	provide	the	
information	you	need	to	make	a	choice	about	how	you	can	have	
these	needs	met…	jwood@basilthegreat.org	or	440-526-1686.	

Inquiring	Minds	Would	Like	to	Know…	
	
Are	you	an	adult	who	
would	like	to	learn	more	
about	Catholicism,	and	are	
considering	the	Catholic	
faith	as	your	path	for	
encountering	Christ?	
	
Are	you	a	teen	or	adult	
Catholic	who	has	not	had	
the	opportunity	to	celebrate	
your	First	Communion	or	
Confirmation	and	would	like	
to	do	so?	
Then	we	welcome	you	to	continue	this	journey…	
		
Let	Sr.	Judith	know	of	your	interest,	and	she	will	provide	the	
information	you	need	to	make	a	choice	about	how	you	can	have	
these	needs	met…	jwood@basilthegreat.org	or	440-526-1686.	

DONUT 
SUNDAY 

SCHEDULE
Please join us for 

Coffee and Donuts 
in the Parish Center 
after all the morning 

Masses on the 
following Sundays:
December 10, 2017
January 14, 2018
February 11, 2018
March 18, 2018
April 22, 2018
May 20, 2018

 
 
Seeking an annulment? 
 
Terri Shawhan, D. Min., retired from the Diocesan Tribunal where she worked on Declarations 
of Invalidity of Marriage (annulments).  She is now available at the parish to work with 
parishioners who wish to petition for an annulment.  Please contact her at the parish office at:  
440-526-1686. 

Seeking an 
annulment?
Terri Shawhan, D. Min., 

retired from the 
Diocesan Tribunal 
where she worked 
on Declarations of 

Invalidity of Marriage 
(annulments).  She is 
now available at the 
parish to work with 
parishioners who 

wish to petition for 
an annulment.  Please 

contact her at the parish 
office at:  

440-526-1686.
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THE LITURGY – AMAZING!!
Divine	Office,	Liturgy	of	the	Hours,	Opus	Dei,	Christian	Prayer,	Breviary…what	
do all of these terms have in common? With some minor distinctions, they are 
the same thing. They refer to the Great Prayer of the Church; one of the two great 
liturgies of the Church. We all know and are intimately familiar with the Mass, the 
first	and	ultimate	liturgy	of	the	Church.		However,	many	Catholics	are	not	familiar	
with	the	second	great	liturgy	-	the	Liturgy	of	the	Hours.	This	great	prayer	of	the	
Church is what is said daily by priests, deacons, religious, and laity throughout 
the entire world. The Liturgy has a long and glorious history, rooted in Jewish and 
Christian tradition, praxis, and scripture. The format and content of the Liturgy 
was	greatly	influenced	by	monks	and	monasteries	as	early	as	the	5th	century	AD.	
The Liturgy and the Eucharist are meant to exist in harmony, mutually enriching 
the spiritual life of those who participate in both. The Liturgy is also linked to 
the	same	liturgical	calendar	as	the	Mass.	Thus,	by	reciting	the	Divine	Office,	one	
becomes familiar with the great feasts, solemnities, and 
saints of the Church.  

Starting in 2018, St. Basil will offer a course in How to 
Pray the Liturgy of the Hours. The course will include 
the history of the Liturgy and how to say the prayer, both 
as	 an	 individual	 and	 in	 community.	 After	 completing	
the course, participants will be encouraged to continue 
praying the Liturgy.  Assistance will be available to help 
individuals or groups get started and continue to grow. 

So, please, prayerfully consider participating in this 
course, and watch the Bulletin and other announcements 
for further information!

Jim and Lisa Polak & Family
David and Susan Chermonte & Family

Harold and Ingrid Sprague & Child
Brendt and Mandy Miller & Child

Damian and Alison Milden & Child
Kenneth and Jeanette Werstak
Jamie and Lisa Mertz & Family

Christopher and Christen Brandt & Family
Robert and Dustie Pokorny & Child

Jackie Schuld & Child
Emily Garvey

Troy Castelli & Child
John and Heather Whiteley & Child

Steve and Lori Zatorski & Family
Anthony and Rebecca Jones & Child

Steve Svihlik
Jeff and Mary Kaye Pitzen & Family

Christopher and Deborah Tisdel & Family
Nelson and Elizabeth Morell & Family

Richard and Patricia Kuhar
Steven and Nicole Soeder

Jimmy White and Maureen Thompson-
White & Family

Derek and Julie Oberlander & Child
Edward and Rachel Towne & Child

Adam and Lori Bean & Child
William and Deborah Housholder

Tim and Michelle Tomko
Philip and Linda Londrico

Scott and Christen Schreiber & Family
Joanna Sokolowski & Family

Victor and Amanda Appenzeller & Child
Will and Emily Ujek & Child

George and Jean Marsh
Johnathon and Katrina Taylor & Child
Robert Wightman and Justine Kemper

Robert and Lindsay Szeles
Dolores Domoraski

Greg and Angela Nemunaitis & Family
Joe and Karen Greulich

Anthony and Lauren Altobelli & Child
Cindy Campbell

Brian and Lauren Fitzgibbon & Family
Fred and Jennifer Papalardo, Jr. & Family

Charles and Carla Duvall & Child
Laureen and Linda Blane

Katie Karwoski

WELCOME NEW 
PARISHIONERS

I knew there was a better 
way to live healthier but I 
didn’t know how to go about 
it.  I met some of the Daniel 
Plan alumni and, through 
talking to them, decided to 
try a session.  Everyone is 
so welcoming and it’s not 
just about food, but about 
making better choices in all 
aspects of life.  Food, Fitness, 
Faith, Focus and Friends!”
The Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle program founded on biblical 
principles.  The practical step-by-step approach is both transformational 
and sustainable.  We meet for a continual 6 Wednesdays starting 
January 10.  Contact Colleen McArtor at plan4healthylife@gmail.com 
or  440-552-6540.

By Sharon Szabo
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The season of Advent  
is a beautiful time to pray in joyful hope for 

the coming of our Savior.  

Eucharistic Adoration Schedule 
Christmas & New Years 

 

No Adoration: 
Monday, December 25th   
Tuesday, December 26th   
Monday, January 1st 

Come  
take a break  

from all that is  
hectic to pray and 
adore Jesus in the  

Blessed Sacrament.  

Peter Cipriani, Sr.
Anna Dolejs

Frances DiMarco
Lucille Urso

William Bush
Dolores Bierman
Lillian Zimlich

William Chimelewski
Mimi Fletcher

Irene Haus
Marie Golias
Albert Evert

Lucille Sopko
Jennie Payto

Mary Vedrody
Delores Yurek

Joanne Cangemi
Michael Toth

Jeanne Gilbert
Marion Schuckert

Mildred Perko
Christine Turner

Patricia Innocenzi
Eugene DiSalvo

Richard Colosimo
Jaro (Bud) Suchan
Daniel Palmentera

Renee Zeitler
Armand Morabito

Judith Nagorski
Frank Sever

Helene Fridrich
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2007 U.S. Department of Education
"Blue Ribbon School of Excellence"

Recipient of the Ohio Academy of Science
"Thomas Edison Award for Excellence in STEM Education"

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)

Forming Intentional Disciples in Faith, Academics, and Service

WALK THROUGH 
WEDNESDAYS

February 28 • March 14
from 9:30-11am

There will be classroom 
observations, question/answer 

session, and refreshments.  Children 
are welcome to come with their 

parents.  The St. Basil Campus of 
St. Michael School offers preschool 

(3 and 4 year old program), Jr. 
Kindergarten (young 5’s), full day 

kindergarten and first grade.  
Children learn in a Christ-center 

environment with hands-on learning 
in all core subjects.  Beginning in 

preschool, students are involved in 
the arts, music, computer education, 

as well as Spanish lessons.   
Please RSVP to 440/717-0398.

PERSONAL TOURS ARE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

BY CALLING 216/524-6405

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT AND 
MAIN CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE  . . .

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Find us on

St. Basil Campus Information Night
Parents interested in a Catholic elementary education for their children in Preschool, 
Jr. Kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade are welcome to attend an Information 
Night on Thursday, January 18, 2018 from 6:30-8 pm in the St. Basil Parish 
Education Center, 8700 Brecksville Road.   

St. Michael School Main Campus Open House
On Sunday, January 21, 2018 from 10:30am-Noon, the main campus of St. 
Michael School, 6906 Chestnut Road, will hold an open house.  School families, 
those interested in sending their child to St. Michael School, alumni, and 
parishioners are welcome to attend.  There will be classroom tours, a sneak peak of 
the Drama Club’s play, and performances by the Jazz Band, Choir, and Jump Rope 
Club.  Families interested in receiving a personal tour of either the St. Michael or St. 
Basil campus can call Mrs. Margaret Campisi at 216/524-6405.

@sms_blueangels

REGISTRATION DETAILS . . . 
Re-registration Week and Sibling Registration at St. Michael School will be held the 
week of January 8, 2018.  New Student Registration Week begins Monday, January 
22, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at both the main campus and the St. Basil campus. Students 
transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register at the main campus. 
Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten and Kindergarten registration is at the St. Basil campus.

“We chose St. Michael School for our daughter because it offers a faith-
based education and a Catholic school where she could receive her 

sacraments,” said Jim and Holly Frank.  “We are proud of the small class 
sizes, individual attention from teachers who care, respectful students and 

great families, and the PTU and CYO sports program.”

“The education our boys are receiving is ‘state of the art,’ challenging and definitely what they need to succeed and become 
productive citizens,” said Melanie and Simpson Huggins. “The teachers are wonderful to work with and our sons are making 
new friends in their classes every day. There is a strong sense of family values at SMS that we, as parents, try to instill in our 

boys every day. St. Michael School is the right fit for our boys with excellent academics and strong sense of family.”



ST. BASIL THE GREAT 20 WINTER  2017

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve Masses
3:30pm in Church – Christmas Eve Pageant in Church
4:00pm in Church Children’s Mass 
4:00pm in the Family Life Center
6:00pm in Church
Midnight (with Musical Prelude at 11:30pm)

Christmas Day Masses
Sunday, December 25
8:00am, 10:00am, & Noon  (No 5:30pm Mass)

In addition to St. Basil’s parking:
You may park at the Westfield Bank. You may park at the 
Ganley Professional Center parking lot just south of the church 
and walk up the hill. Please do not park on the lawns on Winding 
Way or block driveways. The Brecksville Police will be assisting 
parishioners with parking.

Christmas Day Dinner
1:15pm in the Parish Center Reservations are required; call 440.526.1686.

Mary, Mother of God: (Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 
Monday, January 1, 2017 - Regular Weekday Masses
7:00am and 9:00am

Communion for the Homebound
If you or a friend or loved one are homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion, please call the Parish Office at 440-526-1686.


