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           May 20, 2020 

 

Dear Parish Family: 

As you may be aware, the Bishops of Ohio have agreed to begin a soft opening of 
Churches for the public celebration of weekday Masses and the celebration of Pentecost 
Sunday on May 30 and 31. 

We have established a Safety Committee comprised of three former fire chiefs and 
some staff members. The fire chiefs are in regular contact with the Ohio Department of 
Health for advice and direction. 

Our primary focus is on the safety and protection of everyone who attends Mass. The 
Bishops have stated that the dispensation to attend Sunday Mass remains in effect. The 
Easter Duty obligation is extended for one year from the end of the Easter Season 2020. 

• Here at St. Basil the Great we will begin with one weekday Mass at 8:00 a.m. on 

Wednesday, May 27, and continue, for the time being, with the one 8:00 a.m. 

Mass,  Monday through Friday. 

• For weekends, beginning May 30-31, we will have two Masses: Saturday at 5:00 

p.m. and Sunday at 9:00 a.m. We do hope to add an additional Mass as needed in 

the days ahead. 

• After reviewing the available options and the protocols we are obligated to 

follow, we have made a decision to celebrate the weekday and weekend Masses 

in the Family Life Center. We will arrange seating to accommodate families (who 

can sit together) as well as individuals, observing the required social distancing. 

• Everyone will be required to wear a face mask for daily and weekend Masses. 

Social distancing of six feet will also be required. We will provide hand sanitizer 

and ask all who attend Mass to wear a face mask. 

• Please check your temperature before coming to Mass. If it is over 100.4 or if you 

do not feel well, please stay at home.  

• After each Mass, we are responsible to sanitize the entire area of worship, 

restrooms, doors, etc. 

The capacity of the Family Life Center Gym with the protocols will allow for seating of 
approximately 140 people. Unfortunately, we may have to turn some people away 
when capacity is reached.  We will have staff and parishioner volunteers trained to 
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assist all who choose to attend Mass.  From everything I have read, the most vulnerable 
are those over age 65 as well as anyone with compromising health issues. I realize that I 
am 77 years old and fall into the above category. Thus, when I celebrate Mass, I will not 
serve as a Eucharistic Minister.  

I most sincerely request your cooperation with all the protocols that have been put in 
place for our safety, and we have the responsibility to adhere to them.  More 
information will be provided as it becomes available.  

We will continue to Livestream the Sunday 9:00 a.m. Mass for those at home. I know 
this is hard to get your arms around. It’s hard for me, also. But health comes first.  I 
realize so many of you long to receive Jesus in the Eucharist. 

I am not at all sure when we will be able to return to the Church. Sanitizing after each 
Mass is a major problem with the pews and cushions, as well as establishing appropriate 
social distancing. The ability to arrange flexible seating in the Family Life Center is much 
easier to achieve. 

I very much appreciate your continuing financial support of the parish We are blessed by 
your generosity. You may continue to drop off your envelope/donation in the alms box 
in the vestibule entrance to the parish office. Some parishioners have been using Paypal 
or the Automated Giving Program (both found on the parish website at 
basilthegreat.org by clicking on the Giving tab). Others are mailing their donations.  

Finally, the more I think about starting Masses once again, I would sincerely encourage 
all of us over age 65 or with compromised health who really feel they must attend Mass, 
to please come to the weekday 8:00 a.m. Mass. No one is obliged to attend Sunday 
Mass. The weekday Mass is a great option for all. 

Please know that you all are in my thoughts and prayers as we venture through this very 
challenging time. I trust you will continue to pray for all those suffering from COVID-19, 
and their families. We are blessed to have so many awesome medical personnel in our 
area, serving so faithfully, who also need our prayers. 

In His Love, 

 

 


