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  St. Basil the Great Church      December 11, 2022 
  Brecksville, Ohio 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Ryan J. Mann, Pastor 
rmann@basilthegreat.org 

 

Rev. Walter H. Jenne, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. Matthew W. Jordan, Parochial Vicar 
mjordan@basilthegreat.org 

 

Rev. David D. Liberatore, Senior Parochial Vicar 
dliberatore@basilthegreat.org  

 

Deacon Dave Pecot  
dpecot@basilthegreat.org 

 

Tommy Dome, Director of Evangelization 
tdome@basilthegreat.org 

 

Erin Prokop, Director of Youth Ministry 
eprokop@basilthegreat.org 

 

Stephanie Baka, Director of Music Ministry 
sbaka@basilthegreat.org 

 

Gregory Paparizos, Music Minister 
gpaparizos@basilthegreat.org 

 

Andrea Wasinski, Parish Catechetical Leader 
awasinski@basilthegreat.org 

 

Brian Baum, Maintenance and Grounds Manager 
bbaum@basilthegreat.org 

 

Terri Shawhan, Pastoral Assistant - Annulments, Virtus 
tshawhan@basilthegreat.org 

 

Robin Youngs, Parish Life Activities Coordinator 
ryoungs@basilthegreat.org 

 Thank you for your continued support!    

Regular weekly collection      $36,433.00 

Monthly maintenance              $4,676.00 

 

For the month of November, 2022 

Life Teen     $4,453.00 

SVDP        $5,222.00 

Readings to help us prepare for Mass: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent,                                    

December 18th, 2022 
 

       

1st Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14 

2nd Reading: Romans 1:1-7   

Gospel:  Matthew: 1: 18-24 
 

 

 

 

 

              “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet– 

         and a light unto my path”  Psalm 119:105 

Offertory December 4, 2022 

               

Monday,    December 12, 2022 

8:00am  Klaus Pletsch (Christopher Herrel) 

6:30pm Advent Evening Prayer-Adoration-

Confession 
    

Tuesday,    December 13, 2022 

8:00am  Gene Bianco (Family) 
  

Wednesday, December 14,  2022   

8:00am  Living & Deceased Members of the 

Szymanski & Pevec Families                 

(Don & Dorothy Szymanski)    
     

Thursday, December 15, 2022  

8:00am Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kmec                               

(Jim & Kathleen Kmec) 
 

Friday,  December 16, 2022  

8:00am Dr. Wade Harris & Joyce Harris                                         

(Family)                     
    

Saturday,  December 17, 2022 

5:00pm Giuseppi Mileti 

 (Biagio & Maria Mileti) (Fr. Matt) 
 

Sunday,    December 18, 2022                            

7:30am Irene & Casimer Szeremet (Mary)                   

(Fr. Ryan) 

9:00am Leo & Mary Catherine Zimmerman 

(Family) (Fr. Matt)  

11:00am Parishioners of St. Basil (Fr. Ryan) 

5:30pm     Margaret & Dennis Domanick          

(Dennis & Donna Domanick) (Fr. Ryan)  
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  St. Basil the Great Church       December 11, 2022 
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Prepare your Heart for the 

Coming of Advent -Reconciliation 

The forgiveness of our sins is a graced 

moment in our spiritual journey. During 

the Rite of  Penance after we have confessed our sins,  

received guidance and a penance from the priest, we 

receive a blessing and absolution. In the blessing we 

are reminded that our sins are forgiven through the 

suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We 

are reminded of how much God loves us and we are 

challenged to do our best to avoid sin and live in 

God’s love.    All Confessions are in the Church.   

Confessions will also be available during the Advent 

Evening Prayer on the following Mondays:  

December: 12 & 19 at 6:30 p.m.  also on Saturdays– 

8:30-9:30am-(Dec. 17 and 24) 3:30-4:30 pm or by 

appointment. 
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The  Mission of the Family 

Matters Ministry is to establish a 

vibrant network of families who 

have a desire to experience Jesus 

more deeply, spend quality family time together and 

perform service to those in need. At the same time, build 

meaningful relationships among St. Basil families. If you 

would like to receive Family Matters updates, 

please email Amy Kooser at  

amy.kooser@gmail.com

OPLATKI IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE PARISH OFFICE

Please stop by the parish 

office for Oplatki, a Christmas 

Eve tradition of many families.

A free-will offering of $2.00 is suggested.  

There will be Oplatki available in the 

Rectory Lobby.  Please put donation in 

the drop slot. 

Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 12 December

On 9 December 1531 

Juan Diego saw The 

Virgin Mary on the Hill 

of Tepeyac, near Mexico 

City, who asked him to 

build a church there.  He 

told the Spanish 

Archbishop of Mexico, 

who advised him to 

return to the hill to ask 

the “lady” for a sign to 

prove her identity.  First 

Mary healed Juan’s sick 

Uncle, and then, on the 12th of December 1531, 

she told him to gather flowers from the top of 

the barren ground.  She gathered up the roses in 

this cloak (tilma) for him to take back to the 

Archbishop.  When he opened his tilma to show 

the roses, they fell to the floor and the image of 

Our Lady was imprinted upon it.  The tilma, 

displayed in the Basilica of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe– the most visited Marian shrine—is 

an iconic Mexican religious and cultural image.  

Pray today that she may "help us never see 

others as burdens."  

Our Lady of Guadalupe has often been called 

the Evangelizer of the Americas. You too can be 

a great evangelizer through simple actions: 

invite someone to a parish Christmas event or 

Mass, or introduce yourself to someone new 

this weekend at Mass.

Our Lady of Guadalupe pray for us!

St. Catherine Food Pantry

In the month of November  2022: 

278 households were served 

including a total of 863 individuals 

and an estimated 12,945 meals  were provided.                                                            

Checks are payable to St. Basil the Great Parish.  

Thank you for your support and generosity.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Year-End Giving: In this season of giving, consider making 

a year-end gift to our parish in gratitude for all the 

blessings you have received in life. As you plan to make 

the most of your charitable donations in 2022, know that 

we gratefully accept gifts of cash and appreciated assets 

such as stocks or bonds.

And, if you are 70 ½ or older, you may be able to make 

a gift of a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA 

that will help us in our ministry and reduce your taxable 

income. Talk to your advisors and IRA administrator for 

more information and to be sure that your IRA Qualified 

Charitable Distribution gift is made directly from an 

IRA to a qualified charity such as our parish. 

CANCER SUPPORT 

GROUP

Our Cancer Support Group 

welcomes all who have been touched 

by cancer in some way.  Patients, 

survivors, loved ones, caregivers-whatever your 

journey.  This group is formed to give those in need 

the support, strength, faith and hope to move forward 

together, rather than on your own.

What: Cancer Support Group

When:  Third Thursday of each month 7:00 p.m.

December meeting:  December 15, 2022

Were:   Parish Office– Pieta Room

For additional info please contact: 

Betsy Glosik-440-476-6269 or                                

Nancy Farinacci 440-488-9284  

Christmas Eve and Christmas Masses 

on AM 1260 The Rock

AM 1260 The Rock will broadcast 

Christmas Masses throughout Christmas Eve and Christmas. If 

anyone in your family, circle of friends or parishioners may 

not be able to make it to Church for Christmas Mass please let 

them know that they have options to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:

• Saturday 1:30 PM Live: Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve 

Live from Rome.

• Saturday 10 PM Live: Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve 

from The Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C.

Christmas Masses:

• Sunday 1 AM: Midnight Mass in the Holy Land from St. 

Catherine’s Church in Bethlehem.

• Sunday 8 AM Live: Solemn Mass of Christmas Day from 

EWTN.

• Sunday 12 Noon Live: Solemn Mass of Christmas Day 

from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception.

Please note: There is no 10:30 AM Mass for the homebound 

Christmas Day.

Visit our website at www.am1260therock.com for the most              

up-to-date schedule or call us at 216-227-1260. And may you 

and those you love have a Blessed Advent and a Merry 

Christmas. 
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Taking care of Odds & Ends for our brothers and 

sisters in Christ who are in need.

Attention all handy men and women, or 

anyone who would like to learn new basic 

home improvement skills:  The St. Joseph 

Fixit Friends ministry is seeking new 

members.

We are a ministry dedicated to helping parishioners 

that cannot do certain home projects or repairs.  

Services include items such as repairing dripping 

faucets and toilets that constantly run, change 

furnace filters, change light bulbs, replace defective 

electrical receptacles, replace garbage disposals that 

no longer works, paint touch ups, flipping 

mattresses, hanging blinds,  move heavy items, and 

many other small projects and repairs.  We are also 

willing to help teach volunteers new skills.

Food Pantry:  End of the month 
food and household supplies for 
the Food Pantry is the weekend 

of:   

December 17-18th 

***Don’t forget to pick up a 
green grocery bag available in 
the Church vestibules this 
weekend, December 10-11.

***Checks should be made out 
to St. Basil the Great

Don’t forget our fur babies! Dog 
and cat food is also needed and 
appreciated. Please place dog/cat 
food in separate bags.   
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St. Joseph the Silent Sentinel    
 

There is a great deal of legend, myth and unsubstantiated beliefs about St. Joseph 

which are found in the apocryphal texts which have been declared as unreliable and 

highly exaggerated writings.  Those texts include stories about his age, his status as a 

widower with children and many other stories which may appeal to what we want to 

believe about the Holy Family, but they are unreliable and add nothing to what we 

can learn from Joseph’s life.  What we do know about him from the scriptures gives 

us many insights we can apply to our own relationship with God and Jesus Christ. 

We know Joseph was a carpenter and was in the lineage of David which completes 

the prophesy that the Messiah would be of the House of David, connecting him to the 

covenant made with Abraham and Moses.  We know he was poor, as his offering to 

the temple when Jesus was circumcised was “two turtle doves or two 

pigeons” (Lk.2:24) which was the offering required of those who could not afford a 

lamb.  The Scriptures do not include one word spoken by Joseph, thus what we can learn is from his 

interactions with Mary, Jesus, and his response to the angel. We know the scriptures call him a “righteous 

man” (Mt. 1:19) which means he loved God, followed his law of love and trusted God would be with him.  

Trusting God’s promises made to us will be fulfilled is foundational for us to grow in our own “righteousness.  

We can learn much from Joseph’s faith in God as a guide to become righteous fathers, husbands, and 

believers.  Particularly when following God is filled with uncertainty.  

We know he was chosen by God to be the foster father of Jesus.  Each of us are also chosen for a specific role 

as the scriptures tell us in his “… book is written every one of our days and the good deeds prepared in 

advance for us that we should live in them (Ps. 139;16).   Finding God’s plan for us is key, and we see 

Joseph’s first reaction when he learned about Mary’s pregnancy was to protect her by divorcing her quietly.  

He wanted nothing more to do with her.  But his compassion for her overrides his instinct to run from God’s 

plan.   Compassion for her has him shielding her from the “law” rather than exposing her to it.  Imagine the 

pain, sense of betrayal, and disbelief experienced by Joseph and yet his compassion allowed him to suppress 

all his emotions.  This is a lesson we can learn when we wrestle with betrayal by others.  I am going to assume 

as a “righteous” man he questioned God and sought guidance because the “Law” was clear about Mary’s fate.  

His answer came from an angel in a dream, and it was clear, and he was not to “be afraid to take Mary.”   

When Herod issues the order to kill all the first born, Joseph, sacrifices everything, leaving behind his 

carpentry shop, his livelihood, family, friends and flees to Egypt where he remains until an angel once more 

tells him it is safe to return.  Return meant not to his home village but to further protect Jesus to a backwater 

town where he struggled to make a living.  Another quality we can learn is this “thinking of others’ before 

ourselves, willing to die to self for the good of those we love.   

Without any details we know Joseph “fathered” Jesus, as the scriptures record Jesus as “the son of the 

carpenter” (Lk.4:22).  Joseph would have taught him carpentry, schooled him in the Torah, read to him, prayed 

with him, played with him, and disciplined him.  Remember the scriptures tell us “Jesus was obedient to his 

parents.”  Fatherhood is not a part time job, and it is critical in those early formative years and in those difficult 

years when our children strive for independence.  Patience is necessary when we  are concerned about our 

children’s choices. Joseph experienced this kind of anxiety when Jesus stayed behind in the temple after the 

Passover feast (Lk.2:48).  

Theresa of Availa said of St. Joseph, “I took St. Joseph as my advocate and protector and recommend myself 
to him. He came to my help in the most visible manner. I am astonished at the great favors God has bestowed 
on me through his blessing.”  Joseph’s, trust in God taught him to listen, we can learn much from his trust to 

help us grow in righteousness and to bring us into the presence of Jesus. –by Deacon Dave Pecot 
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Is God calling you to a deeper relationship with 

Him?  

 

 For over 500 years, St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Spiritual 

Exercises have been helping people to grow in their 

spiritual and prayer life with Jesus Christ.   

Our Spirituality Program for Adults (SPA) Retreat is 

based upon the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of 

Loyola.  Our next retreat begins February 1, 2023 and 

meets every Wednesday evening over 9 weeks (7:00 – 

           9:30 p.m.) at Walsh Jesuit High School.  

Your prayer life will never be the same. 

 

For more information and to register for the retreat go to https://www.walshjesuit.org/ministry/

spirituality-program-for-adults-spa.      

For questions, contact Jaci Yoder at 330.929.4205 x264 or yoderj@walshjesuit.org.    

   December 11, 2022 

This week’s Gospel makes me think of how frequently our rigid expectations can damage our faith 

and mental health.  In the Gospel, it sounds to me like Jesus is addressing people who were likely 

taken aback by seeing John the Baptist dressed in a camel’s hair and eating locusts.  While these 

seem like strange behaviors, Jesus said there was no one greater than John the Baptist.  In this 

passage, people let their expectations get in the way of the holiness and beauty that was right 

before their eyes.  It reminds of when C.S. Lewis wrote, “Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your 

neighbor is the holiest object presented to your senses.”  It is easy to miss what is in front of us 

when we have preconceived notions and expectations for how things or people are “supposed to 

be.”  We do this with others as well as when we look inward at ourselves.  We often apply 

“shoulds” to our thoughts, feelings, and desires.  However, we need to remember that God meets 

us where we are and that we are not only acceptable but desired and loved where we are.  It is a 

delicate balance of knowing that we are loved how and where we are in the present moment, but 

still in need of growing in holiness and virtue.  A young man once told me, “God loves us just as we 

are, but He loves us too much to let us stay there.”  When we forget this and are hard on ourselves 

or others because we had expectations for where we should be now and what we should have 

accomplished, we sow discouragement and despair.  If you find yourself being hard on others or 

yourself because of rigid expectations, consider reflecting on Christ’s words about John the Baptist 

in today’s Gospel. 

   Luke Brown, LPCC 
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Happy 86th Birthday                        

Pope Francis

December 17, 2022

Ad multos annos!

The final days of Advent, from December 17 to 

December 24, we focus on our preparation for 

the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord at 

Christmas. In particular, the "O" Antiphons are 

sung during this period and have been by the 

Church since at least the eighth century. They are 

a magnificent theology that uses ancient biblical 

imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the 

Old Testament to proclaim the coming of Christ 

as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament 

hopes, but of present ones as well.   -USCCB
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion               
for all during this                                 

pandemic health crisis. 

You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament.  I  love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to 
be  separated   from You.     Amen. 

“Our prayers go out to all the families 

who have lost loved ones during the 
corona virus pandemic…                                  

May They rest in peace.”     Amen.

Our next Breakfast Meeting will be on  December 17, 

2022,  9:00 a.m. at Loeders, Broadview Rd., South of 

Rt. 82 intersection 88..  

The next First Wednesday Dinner location was not 

available when this bulletin was published. Call Joe 

for more information.    (Number below)                                                                                      

All area widowers regardless of church affiliation, who 

might benefit from the support and fellowship provided 

by and with a group of men who have 

experienced a similar loss of spouse, are 

invited to attend the above activates.   

Contact Joe Kocurkovic 440-838-1184 for 

more information or questions.   

Protecting God's Children

The Diocese of Cleveland's 

"protecting God's Children" 

program is a continuing effort to 

instruct and inform everyone about the protection 

of children from sexual abuse. To report any past 

or present suspected inappropriate behavior 

toward children by priests, deacons, religious, lay 

ecclesial ministers or personnel associated with the 

Church, please contact the Diocesan Response 

Service Office at 216-334-2999 or via email     

at response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org.

You are also asked to immediately inform local 

authorities about inappropriate behavior.

St. Basil the Great Church DECEMBER 11, 2022
Brecksville, Ohio
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 | 216.641.6321
7906 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147 | 440.546.5353

LatekFuneralHomes.com

www.clecem.org    |    216-641-7575

We Are Here For You
Burial Planning • Memorials • Grief Support

Ohio

CatholicMatch.com/goOH

 

Angela Caruso
440-503-4504

Naples
angela3ber@aol.com

9015 Strada Stell Court, Unit 104, Naples, FL 34109
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Home Office: 355 Shuman Boulevard, Naperville, IL 60563-1270 
800-552-0145  |  catholicforester.org

BRINGING CATHOLIC VALUES TO LIFE

KEVIN BRODY  |  PARISHIONER 
440-397-3629

kbrody@catholicforester.org

LIFE INSURANCE    ANNUITIES    SCHOLARSHIPS 

®

FRANK FANTOZZI,
President and Founder
 Parishioner

Investment advice offered through Planned Financial Services, a Registered Investment Advisor

7000 Fitzwater Road, Suite 300, Cleveland, Ohio 44141
PlannedFinancial.com 

Contact us for a complimentary 
second opinion at 440.740.0130

Wealth is complex. 
Managing it doesn’t 

have to be. No Job Too Small
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